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Besides hiking you can bike,

canoe, raft, ride, ski, snowboard
and snowmobile in Finland.
More of sporting in Finland

in our special brochures.

For more information call your

local travel agent or Finnair office.

www.finnair.com
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CHANGE THE PERSPECTIVE.

Finland is known for its untouched nature. For its thousands of lakes. Its
Arctic ridges. Its forests. So there’s no need for you to wonder where you'll
go wandering next summer.

Fly to Finland with Finnair, and make use of our expertise when you
plan your trip. We can tailor a package just for you, and with our partners
we can arrange the trekking vacation of a lifetime. Call us. And change your

perspective.
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Thank You!
I'wouldlike to express my warm thanks to everyone who has contributed to OW
during my period as Editor. My special thanks go to Sue Harvey, Barbro
Roénnberg, Lennart Levin, Karin Tibbelin, Berit Pehrson, Ned Paul, Christer
Svensson, Kim Rud, Kjell Larsson, Erik Borg, Per Nylander, David Hogg, Ian
Baker, Martin Fiirnkranz, Jan Zemlik, Peter Gehrmann, Maria Nimvik, Olavi
Mzki, Pirjo Valjainen, Roald Kramer, Lukas Jenzer and Petr Hranicka for
particular contributions to the magazine in terms of text and/or photos or
special assistance, to all the OW agents around the world and above all to my
wife Birthe Helms for all her help and support.

-Clive Allen

COVER PHOTO: Armed protection from the law for the Park World Tour
race in Assisi, Italy in August: one of many memorable scenes from this year’s
Tour photo: Brian Parker
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Editorial

he internet is now so widely used,

both by contributors and receiv-
ers of information, that for many
orienteers it has become the source of
almost all the information which they
previously got from OW. It is partly
for this reason and partly to improve
the IOF’s PR effort that OW will
change its style in 1999 and be
published just twice a year, as
announced last June.

More details of the change are given
in The SG’s Angle on page 14.1have
had some letters expressing disagree-
ment with the new policy, but I
personally believe the JIOF is making
the change at the right time.

As with many of its predecessors this
issue of OW does, however, illustrate
clearly the continuing need for an
open debating forum where orienteers
interested in IOF affairs can react to
IOF’s proposals and decisions, share
their opinions with others and
indirectly contribute to forming future
IOF policy. IOF communications
channels need to be two-way to be
effective, and with the input coming
not only from those chosen to sit in
committee rooms. Perhaps part of the
IOF’s own web site could be used this
way.

I always used to be sceptical when
people talked about the ‘paper-less
office’, but with the internet and
e-mail becoming such an important
part of communication, and a compu-
ter becoming an accessory on almost
every office desk, it is now almost
possible to work without paper.

The present OW office is certainly not
paper-less - very far from it! - but the
nature of the papers on the desk will
shortly change, as this is my last issue
as OW’s Editor. After 6 years (36
issues) I have much greyer and rather
less hair, but many memories of
intensive but happy hours producing
the magazine and keeping in contact
with the many contributors.

In the future I will be editing two elite
guides per year for the IOF, a winter
task which blends well with my
summer job of running a busy youth
hostel.

I hope you have enjoyed reading the
present style of OW, and I wish all
readers a happy new year and a
successful orienteering future.

Clive Allen

Staff and Ivarsson
Head World Rankings

he latest official IOF World Rankings

published by n3sport show Hanne
Staff and Johan Ivarsson at the top of the
lists after inclusion of all the major events
of the 1998 European season.

Hanne Staff has dominated all kinds of
competition in 1998, and has built up a
lead of 290 points over 2nd-placed Katarina
Borg. Johanna Asklof and Reeta-Mari
Kolkkala have both had excellent seasons
and follow closely behind in 3rd and 4th
places.

JohanIvarssonhas alsoimpressed through-
out the season and he, Bjgrnar Valstad and
Chris Terkelsen were at the head of the
World Cup standings for much of the
season. Jorgen Martensson’s fourth place
shows that at 38 he has lost none of his
ability.

Runners such as Yvette Hague and Yuri
Omeltchenko who missed anumber of key
races in the later part of the season do not
appear in the top 50 in the current World
Rankings.

LEADING OFFICIAL RANKINGS

MEN
1. Johan Ivarsson SWE 8795
2. Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 8757
3. Chris Terkelsen DEN 8568
4. Jorgen Martensson SWE 8516
5. Timo Karppinen FIN 8477
6. Juha Peltola FIN 8392
7. Kenneth Cederberg FIN 8377
8. Thomas Biihrer SUI 8327
9. Carl H Bjgrseth NOR 8274
10. Jani Lakenen FIN 8273
11. Janne Salmi FIN 8264
12. Jimmy Birklin SWE 8261
13. Alain Berger SUI 8195
14. Mikael Bostrom FIN 8141

15. Frederik Lowegren SWE 8104
16. Peter Jacobsson SWE 8058
17. Valentin Novikov RUS 8053

18. Steven Hale GBR 8034
19. Flemming Jgrgensen =~ DEN 8015
20. Rudolf Ropek CZE 8006

WOMEN
1. Hanne Staff NOR 8771
2. Katarina Borg SWE 8481
3. Johanna Asklof FIN 8459
4. Reeta-Mari Kolkkala FIN 8449
5. Brigitte Wolf SUI 8355
6. Sabrina Meister SUI 8287
7. Anniina Paronen FIN 8286
8. Liisa Anttila FIN 8260
9. Satu Mikitammi FIN 8213
10. Katarina Allberg SWE 8153
11. Vroni Ko6nig-Salmi SUI 8125
12. Heather Monro GBR 8013
13. Gunilla Svird SWE 7982
14. Elisabeth Ingvaldsen = NOR 7954
15. Annika Viilo FIN 7936
16. Birgitte Husebye NOR 7925
17. Jana Cieslarova CZE 17872
18. Maria Sandstrom SWE 7804
19. Karin Craig SWE 7784
20. Kéthi Widler SUI 7703

MTB-0 in the Sun

LR TA S

Mountain bike orienteering, now officially abbreviated as MTB-O, held its most
successful international event yet in Saragossa, Spain at the end of October. Photos
by Martin Fiirnkranz show the start of the relay and Miroslav Rygl, second rider of

the leading Czech team, fixing his map at the changeover. Full report on page 10



Asia Pacific Orienteering Championships

APOC’98 in China -
A Learning Experience

by DAVID HOGG, Australia, APOC Secretary

hen the Asia Pacific Orienteering

Championships was first held (as
the Pacific Orienteering Championships)
in Australia in 1980, its purposes included
the promotion of international competi-
tion among the relatively inexperienced
APOC nations at their own level, and
providing these nations with experience in
organising international orienteering
events.

The latter consideration was at the fore-
front when China’s application to host
APOC’98 was supported by the Meeting
of APOC Nations, in the knowledge that
China would not have the experience or
resources to match the standards normally
expected for an event of this status.

A leading IOF Controller, @ivind Holt,
explained at an IOF Controllers Work-
shop in Australia recently that the most
important consideration in providing sat-
isfaction to the participants in an event is
for the organisational performance to match
expectations. Most competitors who went
to China did not have expectations of
competing in events which would rival
their own national championships. They
came away satisfied with a week of
smoothly run competitions and enjoyable
social functions, excellent hospitality from
the Chinese hosts, plenty of interaction
with orienteers from other nations, and a
great excuse to experience the sights,
sounds and smells of China.

Learning Experience Shared
Certainly the maps were not to normal O-
map standards and many of the courses
were rather short and easy, but those with
a long history of orienteering could re-
member their own countries going through
a similar formative stage in technical de-
velopment. Why not share your learning
experience with the rest of the world? It is
a good way of obtaining feedback and
advice.

These aspects of APOC’98 were perhaps
more significant than the competition it-
self. There were no genuine elites from
most of the APOC countries - their priori-
ties lay with the World Cup, a competition
which did not exist when APOC was es-
tablished.

Jorgen Martensson and Gabor Domonyik
were in China promoting the Park World
Tour. Jérgen won the APOC Classic in 45
minutes, but was unofficial because he
was not from an APOC nation, then re-
turned home. Gabor stayed on to win the
Short Course event which was open to all.

In W21E Sweden’s Lina Karlberg won the
Classic with a Chinese competitor win-
ning the Short Course (the official results
printed the names of local competitors in
Chinese characters only). The toughest
competition was in some of the masters
classes between traditional rivals from
APOC nations. Indeed APOC’98 was to a
large degree a masters competition.

Finding the Right Balance

If the IOF’s 75 Nations Project is to be
more meaningful than just a head-count-
ing exercise, more of the new,
inexperienced nations should be tempted
to host international events. The ethos of
APOC will certainly encourage this within
its region. There is no way, however, that
APOC’98 could have come close to match-
ing the technical standards required for an
IOF Ranking Event without destroying
Chinese ownership of the event. Finding
the right balance between technical stand-
ards and other factors which make a
successful international event will be an
increasing challenge in the years to come.
APOC’98 proved that it is not always
necessary for the former to be paramount.

Historic Win
for Ivarsson

Johan Ivarsson made orienteering his-
tory on 23 October when he won his
fifth Swedish night orienteering title, beat-
ing the previous record for Swedish
championship victories set by Annichen
Kringstad.

Ivarsson now has 14 Swedish champion-
ship medals to his name, of which 13 are
gold, whereas Kringstad’s total of champi-
onship wins was 12.

Text & photo: Christer Svensson

PWT Race Cancelled

The Park World Tour race planned to be
held near London on 15th June *99 has
been cancelled; as OW went to press an
alternative venue was still being sought.

The most well known Chinese orienteer is Ma Huimin, Deputy Secretary of the Orienteering
Association of China. Here he is pictured (1) with Anne Braggins, Chair of the IOF Trail O

Committee, and a local journalist

photo: David Hogg



DEBATE: Four pages of comment on the World Cup
and PWT plans and orienteering in the Olympics

The Park World Tour -
the Present and the Future

We’ll make the new World Cup a strong product

ANDERS VESTERGARD, the Park World Tour President,
comments on Clive Allen’s editorial “The new World Cup -
are we on the right track?” in OW 98/5

he Park World Tour (PWT)

started three years ago as a
marketing instrument for our
sport, putting the essential ele-
ments of orienteering into a
new package, attractive forrun-
ners, sponsors, media and new
target groups.

In a world crowded with sports
and activities, competing for
support and attention from
spectators, sponsors and the
community, we wanted to raise
the profile of orienteering. This
is being done by high class
events, bringing the action and
excitement from the forests into
the cities, creating a great at-
mosphere for spectators and
putting lots of emphasis on
marketing and co-operation
with journalists and TV.

Not least, we want to put our
hard-working athletes into a
focus that they really deserve,
and at the same time make it
possible to earn some money
from the sport that demands
such a lot from them.

Creating a Network

The PWT races have certainly
not all been perfect, but we are
learning all the time, gathering
standards, rules and new ideas
into a growing guidebook for
the organisers. We are alsorap-
idly getting new friends and
contacts, fromschool kids, jour-
nalists and mayors in Europe to
students, ambassadors, Olym-
pic Committee representatives
and TV channels with hundreds
of millions of viewers in China.

The PWT concept is getting
stronger all the time, and we

6

will certainly not be giving it
up! The PWT will go on in
1999, 2001 and every second
year from then on, bringing
orienteering into big cities and
more exotic surroundings, also
kicking off development
projects such as the one we
have now started in China.

The PWT learnt early
on that water adds
greatly to spectator

excitement! Here
Carsten Jprgensen
creates a big splash
ina PWT race
in 1997

photo: Kjell Larsson

Olympic Ambassadors
Through the PWT and the ac-
tivities in China we have also
been able to engage two excel-
lent and enthusiastic orienteers
and ambassadors for our sport,
the Olympic Champions
Anders Gérderud (3000 m stee-
plechase, 1976) and Tomas
Gustafson (speedskating 1984
& 1988).

In December, Anders and
Tomas are already back in
Beijing, giving seminars about
orienteering and hosting com-
petitions for thousands of
students, together with our
World Champions Jorgen

Martensson, Hanne Staff and
Reeta Kolkkala. Through the
activities in China the PWT
and orienteering can also se-
cure greater support from
sponsors and an increasing in-
terest from media and
especially TV.Rightnow, there
is a high probability that the

entire PWT 1999 series will be
specially filmed for TV and
broadcast in several countries.

This, together with the experi-
ences and contacts we have, is
something that the PWT group
will now make use of when we
get the chance to co-operate
with the IOF in developing the
World Cup from the year 2000.

Something to Watch

One main goal is to make the
World Cup astronger and more
attractive product, in close co-
operation with the local
organisers. If we put as much
emphasis on marketing and

media work as on terrain and
course planning, the profile of
the traditional World Cup and
the classic races can certainly
be raised.

We can make the competition
centre more colourful, compact
and spectator-friendly so that
you can see both the start - or
pre-start - where the runners
are introduced, one or more
spectator controls and the fin-
ish. This can definitely be
achieved at all kinds of orien-
teering events - and has already
been suggested by team lead-
ers at the World Cup.

A professional arena produc-
tion with an international
orienteering speaker covering
all the Cup races who has a
wideknowledge about the sport
and the runners will make the
events a great show for the spec-
tators with interviews, music,
effects and memorable

prizegiving ceremonies.

Lowering the Costs

We would also like to work to
lower the costs for each partici-
pant and nation, so that all the
teams could have the same ac-
commodation and standards -
and a fair chance to compete
under equal conditions.

A goal is also that the best
runners, as in the PWT, would
receive prize money both in the
individualraces andin the over-
all World Cup.

At the moment, finance is per-
haps the biggest reason for not
extending the World Cup pro-
gramme. In the year 2000 there






