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Editorial

he new year marks a

fundamental change in
the IOF structure and the
move of the Secretariat from
Sweden to Finland. The latter
change in particular will be a
major upheaval, involving all
the office trappings of the
modern technological age as
well as many active files, all
the IOF stock and extensive
archives. More about the new
Secretariat can be found on
page 13.

As a result of the move, Berit

have worked well beyond the
call of duty on many occa-
sions, and have become very
much a part of the IOF
family. All the best for the
future, Berit and Karin!

The change in structure is
logistically less complex, but
the process of getting the best
people in the right places, all
supported by their national
federations, takes time. Just
now, responsibilities and
membership of the Commit-
tee Steering Groups are being

1997 IOF Elite Events

This list has been published by the IOF in mid-November.
It may be extended later to improve its usefulness as a base
for the world ranking system due to be introduced in 1997.
C =classic, S = short, L = long distance

Date Fed. Town Name/Type
Mar 1-2 POR Aveiro Portugal O-Meet 2C
Mar 15 DEN Hillergd Spring Cup C
Mar 22-23 GBR Aviemore  AROS Elite Test C/S
Mar 29-30 GBR Newquay Jan Kjellstrom 2C
Apr12-13 NOR Moss @stfold 2-days 2C
Apr 19 NOR Halden Varspretten C
May 3-4 FRA Fontainebleu Nationale 1 C/S
May 17-19 BEL La-Roche-

en-Ardennes Belgian 3-days

Pehrson and Karin Tibbelin  finalised, and full details will | Yoo S1-un IFRA - Lowre oA
leave the IOF on December be given in the February issue un riehammer 0 f.:st1va 3

31st. Berit has been with the of OW after they have been Jul 3-6 LTU Vﬂml,l_s Baltic Sea Games C/S
IOF since 1987 and Karin given approval by Council. Jul 9-12 EST Aegvuc.iu 4 EST 4-days

since 1989 While Berit’s role Jul 9-13 LTU Molétai Takas S—dayS

has been a general one within ~ All over the world, orienteers Jul 14-19  FIN Pa1mio FIN-5 5-days

the Secretariat, Karin has will celebrate the new year Jul 21-25 SWE Umed O-Ringen 5-days
been responsible for the planning ahead for new Jul 26-Aug 2 SUI  Thun/ _

IOF’s (and Orienteering challenges - in my case, how Fribourg ~ Swiss O-week 6-days
World’s) accounts and has to get the most from my Aug 3-9 GBR Aberfeldy  Scottish 6-days
maintained the Orienteering admission to a new age Aug 20-24 CZE NovyBor  Bohemian 5-days
World subscription database. group. The fixture lists will Aug 29-30 FRA Charleville- Championnats

I would like to thank both be well scrutinised - and also Meziere de France C/S

Berit and Karin for their the bank balance. Sep 6-7 SUI  Leuk/Blatten Swiss Champs S/C
immense help in my period as Oct 2-4 DEN Fjerritslev ~ Nordic Open Ch C/S
Editor, and Karin in particu- May I wish all readers a Oct 4 AUS Canberra Australian Champs C
lar for her meticulous work ~ happy new year and good Oct 4-5 EST Véru Suunto Games C/S
for OW - and for keeping me orienteering, wherever you Oct 18 NOR Fredrikstad Blodslitet L

on my toes on various may be. Oct 19 GBR Cinderford NGOC National C

matters! I know that both Clive Allen

Park World Tour - Leading Final Positions

Media Success for
Event: 1 2 3 4

Park World Tour

Pts
MEN
1. Jérgen Martensson
2. Rudolf Ropek
3. Carsten Jgrgensen
4. Kenneth Cederberg
5. Janne Salmi

he final of the Park World Tour lived up to its
expectations as a media success story, helped by
home runner Rudolf Ropek’s victory in Stromovka Park
in the centre of Prague. Ropek went on to win another
elite park race in Budapest a few days later. Next year’s

SWE 25 17 136 0n = S
CZE 20 Qa0 S 70
DEN 17 8 15 8§ 48
FING 9 IS 20 0 44
FIN= 15 9 4 15 43

PWT has been extended to 7 or 8 events - see next page. 6. Hakan Eriksson SWE 15 11 1 0 27
7. Bernt Bjgrnsgaard NOR 7 2 6 11 26
8. Yuri Omeltchenko UKR. 0 @ 25 0 0 =25
9. Thomas Biihrer SHIEE: 4 13 0 S G822
10. Holger H Johansen NOR O 0 4 iy 21
WOMEN
1. Reeta-Mari Kolkkala FIN 13 13 25 2 553
2. Kiilli Kaljus EST 15 6 Tk 200 48
3. Marlena Jansson SWE, 9 25 0 13 47
4. Heather Monro GBR 0 11 20 15 46
5. Gunilla Svird SWE 25 7 3 6 41
6. Hanne Staff NOR 20 Il 9 9 39
7. Marie-Luce Romanens SUI 7 15 0 17 39
L 2D 8. Karolina Arewéng SWE: 0 = 208 =13 0. 33
EEEE - 9. Anette Granstedt SWE 17 0. I3 9l 32
Rudolf Ropek being interviewed by Czech TV 10. Lucie Bohm AUT O 0 6 25 31

photo: Petr Hranicka




First Park World Tour -
Exciting Final

in Prague

The first year of the ‘Park World Tour’ international
park races reached their climax with the final race on
29th October in Prague, three months after the third
competition. The Prague organisers, using their expe-
rience from a similar race last year (see OW 95/6),
‘prepared a worthy finish for the series.

Report by PETR HRANICKA

ark competitions are dif-
ferent in many ways from
‘classic’ orienteering. The main
purpose of them is to advertise
orienteering, but nevertheless
one must say that the perform-

ances of the nominated
participants are really impres-
sive. The spectators of park
races get a constant flow of
information of intermediate
times and competitors’ results.
In the final race it is even more
thrilling, because the start list
is made up as the reverse order
of the accumulated results of
the PWT series, with the best
runners of course at the end.

A one-minute start interval, a
fast course in semi-open ter-
rain, and lots of spectators,
cameras and TV reporters mean
that the runners have no time to
relax. One of the best competi-
tors, Rudolf Ropek (CZE) says
“It is 15 minutes of stressful
orienteering, where every lost
second counts”.

With the restricted number of
competitors and the short times,
the whole event is packed into
120 minutes, including intro-

Overall winner
Jorgen Martensson
heads for the finish

photo: Petr Hranicka

ducing all the competitors at
the beginning and the prize-
giving ceremony at the end.

Central Prague Site

An area in the centre of Prague
was picked for the final event,
with the event centre with start,
finish, the most spectators and
the last control near the strange
objectcalled Krizik’s Fountain,
one of the cultural highlights of
Prague.

The common course for men
and women, 4.1km in length
on a 1:5,000 map, went partly
through the historical King’s
Park with its many stately old
trees, asphalt paths and lady
dog walkers, and partly in the
complex Prague exhibition area
and amusement park with its
many roads, buildings and unu-
sual objects. The spectators’
titbit was the ‘sponsor control’
placed on anislandin a shallow
lake in the park, not far from
the finish area. Here competi-
tors got the biggest applause
and could demonstrate that ori-
enteering is not a sport for the
delicate, especially in autumnly
cold and windy weather.

Bohm and Ropek

Take Day’s Honours

In the women’s class which
started first, Reeta-Mari
Kolkkala (FIN) had such a
strong overall lead in the series
that winning on the day was
unimportant. So it was left to
Lucie Bohm (AUT) to take the
day’s honours with a time of
19.34, ahead of Kiilli Kaljus
(EST) who with this second
place also achieved second
position overall. Third was
Marie-Luce Romanens (SUI),
1.12 slower than Kaljus. )

A more interesting duel was
anticipated in the men’s class,
where Rudolf Ropek, running
in front of his home crowd, was
upagainstthelegendary Jorgen
Mairtensson. An error-free run
coupled with Martensson’s 8-
second mistake on the
last-but-one control and a bet-
ter finish put him on top by 13
seconds in a time of 16.21.
Holger Hott Johansen (NOR)
was third, 41 seconds slower
than Martensson.

For all that, Jorgen Martensson
became the overall winner of
the Park World Tour, because
Ropek, who finished second

overall, had taken no points
from his unsuccessful race in
Laxa. CarstenJgrgensen (DEN)
placed overall third. Prizes to
the winners of each event were
worth SEK 8,500, and the over-
all winners received SEK
20,000 from the main spon-
sors, Ericsson mobile phones.

Positive Images

of Orienteering

I'hope the competitors will not
feel unhappy if I say that the
results in this event are not as
important as the contribution
made towards orienteering’s
popularity, especially in the
Czech Republic. By organis-
ing this event with the top
orienteering names in the world
present, the Czech O-federa-
tion gained several very
promising sponsors, and have
brought orienteering to the TV
screen and into many national
newspapers, and in a big way
too. The competition was
watched by many sports re-
porters and directors of
sponsoring companies, and all
got very positive images of ori-
enteering. And that is what it is
all about! So now we look for-
ward to the second series of the
Park World Tour in 1997.

Leading Results

MEN: 1. Rudolf Ropek CZE 16.21, 2. Jorgen Martensson SWE
16.34, 3. Holger H Johansen NOR 17.15, 4. Janne Salmi FIN 17.22,
5. Janne Virtanen FIN 17.26, 6. Bernt Bjgrnsgaard NOR 17.30, 7.
Libor Zridkavesely CZE 17.32, 8. Carsten Jgrgensen DEN 17.37, 9.
Martin Stepanek CZE 17.39, 10. Lubos Mateju CZE 18.00, 11.
Thomas Biihrer SUI 18.06, 12. Ales Drahonovsky CZE 18.25, 13.
Richard Klech CZE 18.27, 14. Edgaras Voveris LTU 18.29, 15=
Sixten Sild EST & Kenneth Cederberg FIN 18.38.

WOMEN: 1. Lucie Bohm AUT 19.34, 2. Kiilli Kaljus EST 19.49, 3.
Marie-Luce Romanens SUI 20.57, 4. Heather Monro GBR 21.02, 5.
Marlena Jansson SWE 21.34, 6. Karin Craig SWE 21.38, 7. Hanne
Staff NOR 21.43, 8. Katerina Miksova CZE 22.19, 9. Marcela
Kubatkovd CZE 22.27, 10. Gunilla Svard SWE 22.35, 11. Lenka
Cechova CZE 22.36, 12. Frauke Schmitt-Gran GER 22.40, 13.
Zdenka Stard CZE 22.43, 14. Reeta-Mari Kolkkala FIN 22.48, 15. Eva
Jurenikova CZE 23.06.
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1997 PARK WORLD TOUR

As OWwentto press, the tour programme was not finalised. An

event in Norway is to be added, and the event in Austria is not

yet confirmed. Known dates are:

2 May Eskilstuna Sweden
13 June Jyviskyld Finland
2 August  Laxa Sweden
7 October  Cesky Krumlov Czech Republic
8 October Budapest Hungary
10 October  Graz Austria
11 October  Venice Italy




Janne Salmi’s article in the last issue of Orienteering World
described some of the problems facing the World Cup Series.
He chose to steer clear of technical matters, so this article gives
an elite runner’s viewpoint on some of the technical aspects of

international races.

International Races -

A Runner’s View

by JONATHAN MUSGRAVE,
Secretary of International O-Runners,
the association of elite foot orienteers

S ince I was first involved in
international races (a long
time ago!) there have always
been mistakes made. In the old
days (OK, in the early 80’s) the
runners tended to shrug their
shoulders, have another beer
and geton with theirlives. Now
the scene has changed; the com-
petition to merely get into
national teams has increased,
and the levels of fitness, skills
and commitment needed to
gain good World Cup and
World Championship positions
has rocketed.

More people than ever are ba-
sically full-time orienteers in
that there main commitment in
life is orienteering. This com-
mitment brings a new level of
professionalism to international
orienteering and a lower toler-
ance of bad races and technical
mistakes both by themselves
(which they can control) and
by organisers (which they can-
not control). Unfortunately the
level of professionalism among
organisers and the IOF has not
kept pace with that of the run-
ners, and this is the main cause
for concern.

Errors Often Due

to Ignorance

Many races over the last 5 or 6
years have been compromised
by errors. These range from
simple things such as starting a
qualification race too early in
the day to more complex things
such as inappropriate courses
in inappropriate forests, e.g.
Germany and New Zealand in
the 1994 World Cup. The er-
rors can often be put down to
ignorance on the part of the
organisers; they are not in-
volved in elite orienteering and
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do not understand what is
wanted by runners. The best
way to avoid this happening is
to involve elite runners in the
organisation of the event: WOC
95 in Germany had ex-elite run-
ners involved in the planning
and thus the courses were fair
and interesting, however the
non-forest aspects were not at
all runner-friendly due to not
having thought out the plans
from a competitor’s viewpoint.

The IOF has tried to help by
appointing ‘International Con-
trollers’, but some of them are
simply out of touch with elite
orienteering and do not under-
stand what is required, while
others seem to take a personal
delight in imposing their will
on the race and the runners
rather than helping to ensure
the best and fairest race possi-
ble. The present requirements
place too much emphasis on
‘large’ event controlling rather
than ‘elite’ event involvement.

What can be Done?

Having pointed out some of the
faults, what can be done to im-
prove the situation? All
international races should have
an elite orienteer involved act-
ing as adviser, not getting too
involved in working at the race
but providing information on
things such as technical diffi-
culty, fairness of the area etc.
Thisis basically what the Inter-
national Controller should do
but often fails to do.

The organisers mustrealise that
they have been chosen because
they are judged experienced
enough to put on good races.
They do not need to put on a
‘special’ race, just a normal

race very well. The terrain
should not be extreme, the con-
trols do not need to be extra
hidden (running fast makes
even the simplest control tech-
nical!). The map must be good,
and if need be the planner may
have to avoid some parts that
are not quite good enough or
are unmappable. There must
be plenty of opportunity to train
in similar terrain, thus unique
forests are to be avoided. Un-
fair control sites must also be
avoided, e.g. where a runner
punching will give away an
otherwise very difficult con-
trol. The course must be
challenging and above all else
FAIR.

Getting the Best
IOF Controllers

At IOF level a more rigorous
selection procedure for IOF
Controllers, with an emphasis
on interest in and understand-
ing of international races and
runners, is needed in addition
to the present emphasis on con-
trolling of multi-day large
number ‘festival events’.

At the very least, applicants
should be expected to have
some contact with the national
team in their home countries or
involvement with individual
elite runners. IOF could set a
questionnaire for all applicants
to ensure an equal level of
knowledge.

An alternative would be to head
hunt appropriate top level com-
petitors who would be capable
of the work required and still
have close contacts with inter-
national teams. Payment for the
time involved in doing this
work would help ensure that

suitable people were not put
off by the cost.

Responsibilities

must be Clear

The quality of most events
seems to depend on a small
group of 3 or 4 people who
have a vision of how the event
should happen and who refuse
to be distracted by the many
small problems that inevitably

-occur.

The approach of appointing
ever more layers of control and
muddling the areas of respon-
sibility is a guarantee for
disaster. People must be made
responsible for their own part
of therace and allowed to carry
this out, publicly accepting re-
sponsibility for any mistakes
they make.

A suggested set-up is sketched
out below (the exact set-up is
less important than ensuring
that everyone knows their area
of responsibility and carries it
out diligently).

The International Orienteering
Runners (IOR) is offering to
help IOF overcome some of
the problems by being involved
in working parties considering
rules revisions. In addition IOR
produces aquestionnaire which
is sent to all countries which
sent teams to international
races. This is used to make an
annual report on good and bad
points of the major races in the
preceding season.

One final way to improve races
is for all the ‘organisers’ to
work, and apply rules, bearing
in mind the spirit of the sport
and not the letter of the law.

Key Officials and Responsibilities
Planner responsible for courses, placing controls, providing
technical information at meetings.

Controller responsible for checking courses are correct, inter-
esting and fair, checks controls, checks technical information,
disqualifications and protests.

Organiser responsible for finish area, race press centre etc.
Facilities organiser responsible for distributing information
to teams, transport, accommodation, food, socials etc.
International controller responsible for checking fairness of
courses, checking that organiser and facilities organiser know
what they are doing. This job will vary in amount of work
depending on how experienced the main officials are.

Elite adviser responsible for nothing, but should give advice
on any aspect where he/she sees weaknesses or is asked.







