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Editorial Sweden Heads Medals Table

month ago as [ write, the World G S B PTS

Championships was in full swing. Sweden 3 2 14
One day of rain but several days of .
bright sinshine in the beautiful forests Finland 0 2 3 7 1 9 9 3
of Harriman State Park. It is difficult to Norway 1 1 6 =
imagine more exciting, challenging and Denmark 1 0 0 3 W{’RL“
colourful orienteering terrain, and the Switzerland 1 0 0 3 ORIENTEERING
USOF planners certainly made the best Great Britain 0 1 I 3 EHWIBNSHWE

of it, producing four memorable and
highly successful days of competition. -
They were backed up by a large team of =
volunteers from all over the United
States, and some from well beyond, who
worked their socks off for the cause and

. - Relay
helped to produce an occasion which A —
USOF can look back on with pride. for Switzerland 1
Sweden’s ladies carried off all the gold G( Goi‘g 4?4 g
medals and more besides; Norway, Swit- reg '1 riam o
zerland (again!) and Denmark can also (Silver)
celebrate victories, for Denmark their
first since Mona Ngrgaard won the Indi- photo - JCA
vidual Gold in 1974. Finland will look
back on asuccessful week. Butundoubt-
edly the happiest team were the Brits.,
taking their first ever medals in a World
Championships. Yes, the Scandinavian
nations are still on top, but the overall THE WOC MEDAL WINNERS
dominance predicted by some didn’t
materialise. SHORT DISTANCE
One statistic from WOC 93 can only be MEN WOMEN
seen as disappointing; worrying, even.
Compa{ed with 1991 there were 51 more 1. Petter Thoresen NOR 22.34 1. Anna Bogren SWE 20.39
competttors, but °nl7y 11 of these "¢ | 2 TimoKappinen ~ FIN 2300  2.Marita Skogum SWE 21.10
POMEN; LIEKS Welk: | MOE MW & rely 3. Martin Johansson ~ SWE 23.26 3. Eija Koskivaara FIN 21.11
teams but only one more women’s. Sev-
eral nations - most notably Austria, Italy
and Poland - have reduced the number of CLASSIC DISTANCE
women entered since 1989, although on MEN WOMEN
the plus side Spain came with a full
C‘;lmplemﬁ(’l“ Offwc?f_lensor the first time. 1. Allan Mogensen DEN 8736 1. Marita Skogum SWE 62.27
The Epres o ability cooween NS | Jorgen Martensson  SWE 88.07 2. Annika Viilo FIN 64.42
EPAREIS LS SISAleTLon W 3. Petter Thoresen NOR 8928 3. Yvette Hague GBR 66.09

for men; perhaps it is even widening.
This is atrend which needs investigation MEN'S RELAY
and, we must hope, will be reversed by
an appropriate prioritisation of coach-

¢ e P ” 1. Switzerland 217.16 (Dominik Humbel, Christian Aebersold,
ing effort in individual nations and the Urs Flithmann, Thomas Buhrer)
use of training techniques properly suited 2. Great Britain  217.31 (Jonathan Musgrave, Martin Bagness,
1o wOmet. Stephen Palmer, Steven Hale)

3. Finland 218.20 (Keijo Parkkinen, Mika Kuisma,

Back to the Championships: USOF may
not have made much money but they

certainly made many friends. Germany, '
whose first Bulletin for the 1995 Cham- WOMEN'S RELAY

pionships (August 12-20) was issued in

Petri Forsman, Timo Karppinen)

the- Setes, have- hard act to follow. 1. Sweden 168.48 (Annette Nilsson, Marlena} Jansson,
Anna Bogren, Marita Skogum)
Finally, a Merry Christmas and a Happy 2. Norway 172.51 (Hanne Staff_, Hanne _Sandstad, Torunn
New Ve toall readenst _ Foss_l.1, Ragnl}llq 'Bente Andersen)
3. Finland 176.59 (Johanna Tiira, Kirsi Tiira,
Clive Allen Annika Viilo, Eija Koskivaara)
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WOC 93 -
The Races

Indian Summer weather greeted com
petitors and spectators who gathered at
Lake Welch for the short distance semi-
finals; the fastest ten runners from each of
ten races (five for men, five for women)
went through to the A-Finals. On the rela-
tively straightforward terrain of Jackie
Jones Mountain times were fast and re-
sults close; in one of the men’s semi-finals
atime of only 1.51 behind the winner was
not good enough for tenth place! In this
heat both Martin Brantner (Austria) and
Dominik Humbel (Switzerland) failed to
qualify by 2 seconds, whilst in other heats
Rene Ottesson (Estonia) and Petra Novotna
(Czech Republic) failed by 1 second. One
notable non-qualifier was Petr Kozdk,
short-distance champion in 1991.

The Short Distance Finals

The top places on a much colder but again
sunny day were dominated by Scan-
dinavian runners. In the men’s race Rolf
Vestre (Norway), third to start, posted a
good early time which held the lead for
quite a while; amid mounting excitement
the leading time came down almost sec-
ond by second until 47th starter Petter
Thoresen (Norway) set an unassailable
time of 22.34 which brought him his sec-
ond WOC Individual gold medal. All was
not over, however - final starter Timo
Karppinen (Finland) passed through the
radio control point in one of the fastest
times and finished in silver medal posi-
tion, just 26 seconds slower than Petter
Thoresen. This gave the bronze medal, as
in 1991, to Martin Johansson (Sweden),
whilst Steve Hale (Great Britain) and Jon
Tvedt (Norway) were one second behind
in joint 4th place.

The men's relay gets under way

Anna Bogren, a newcomer to the Swedish
team, ran the race of her life to win the
women’s gold medal by 31 seconds from
team colleague Marita Skogum. One sec-
ond further behind and therefore taking
the bronze medal was Eija Koskivaara
(Finland). The first non-Scandinavian in
this race was Katalin Oldh (Hungary) in
7th place, who the previous day had won
her heat.

The Classic Race

This was an epic from several points of
view. Surebridge Mountain provided
highly technical and physical courses
which were made all the more difficult by
the heavy and cold rain which started on
cue just as the first starters went into the
forest and continued until the winners were
into the finish. At least it was the same for
everyone! The USA planners got the course
lengths right, with winning times of 87 and
62 minutes being close to ideal. In the
women’s race the lead was held for a long
time by Annika Viilo (Finland) with a time
which eventually gave herthe silver medal,
but towards the end of the race Marita
Skogum swept in to take her second clas-
sic distance gold medal, some two minutes
after Yvette Hague (Great Britain) had
entered the finish with a time which, after
much nail-biting, proved good enough for
Bronze - Great Britain’s first-ever WOC
medal.

Rolf Vestre, first to start this time, again
held the early lead in the men’s race,
surviving a disqualification scare when
his punch at no. 6 proved difficult to deci-
pher. Kent Olsson (Sweden), seeking his
8th WOC medal, bettered Vestre’s time by
18 seconds, and his time remained unchal-
lenged for nearly three hours until Petter
Thoresen, tipped by many for another gold
medal, took 50 seconds off it. But radio
reports told of new best times from Jorgen
Mértensson, trying to repeat his winning

photo - Peter Gehrmann

First steps in the forest: Kerstin Stratz (GER)
and Crystine Lee (USA) start out in the short
distance semi-finals photo: Peter Gehrmann

run of 1991, and he came in to much Swed-
ish jubilation a full 1min. 21sec. ahead of
Thoresen. Surely this was the gold medal
time! Then came news of Allan Mogensen
(Denmark), the very last starter; another
best time at the radio controls! And he
completed the course almost without fault
to become the 1993 classic race champion
with a winning margin of 31 seconds. He
attributed his win to taking a few seconds
for careful map reading just before each
control, and in this way avoiding time-loss
‘in the circle’.

The Relays

The day dawned bright but cold, giving
excellent conditions for both racers and
spectators in a colourful setting near Lake
Welch. The women’s race was led by Swe-
den throughout, finishing with a lead of
4min. 3sec. over Norway, with Finland in
third place a further4.08 behind. The Czech
Republic’s team made up for largely disap-
pointing Individual performances with 4th
place and Russia were Sth. Again it was the
men’s race which provided most of the
excitement. Sixten Sild (Estonia) was the
first runner home at the end of the first leg,
but Sweden led after the second leg and
were looking strong with Jorgen Martens-
son and Martin Johansson still to go out.
Then, as Martensson made a costly error,
the Swiss determination to repeat their gold
medal feat of 1991 began to show, and a
fine run by Urs Flithmann took them into
the lead, but with Finland not far behind.
Steve Hale started the final leg in Sth place
for Great Britain and with the fastest time
of the day came in just 15 seconds behind
Thomas Biihrer on the finish line! So Gold
to Switzerland once again, Silver to Great
Britain and Bronze to Finland, 1.04 behind
the winner. Sweden finished in 4th place a
further 2 minutes behind and Russia in Sth.
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WOC 93 -
Talking Points

The Opening Ceremony, delayed by some
30 minutes because of traffic jams caused
by aroad accident, was apleasantly straight-
forward occasion held ona warm and sunny
afternoonin the amphitheatre at West Point.
Competitors appreciated the brevity of the
several welcomes - and the fact that they
could sit down throughout the proceed-
ings!

Camp Smith, the event administration cen-
tre and temporary home for competitors
from several countries, many key workers
and a number of supporters and O-Fest
participants, proved near-ideal for its pur-
pose, with a relaxed atmosphere especially
in the cafeteria as people from many lands
mixed together.

The short distance map scale of 1:10,000
was a point for discussion as supporters
experienced the semi-finals map on the
first day of the O-Fest. This area proved to
be not especially technical, and one emi-
nent visiting mapper expressed the view
that 1:15,000 would have been fine if the
map had shown less rock detail and less
‘bitty’ vegetation. Mapping norms appear
still to vary from one nation to another,
even at the highest level.

The future for short distance: starting
gates and split-second timing? These were
serious suggestions after the very small
time-gaps especially in the men’sraces, but
others felt that it was better to aim for a very
high technical challenge to spread the field
in these races. A more urgent problem,
maybe, is the qualification system for the
A-finals, currently based solely on position
behind the winner in the heats; in the men’s
races especially it proved very much easier
to qualify in some of the heats than in
others. A time of 5.10 behind the winner
was 10th place inone heatbutas low as 2 1 st
place in another - and looking at it the other
way, a time of 1.50 behind the winner was
10th place in one heat but as high as 4th in
another!

One unusual feature of the Relay race
planning can be illustrated by the first two
legs of the women’s courses, where the
common second control was just under
2km distant from the start. Control 431
(alternative a) was just 170 metres from the
start, whereas control 404 (alternative d)
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A superb hand-made quilt went to each
photo: Lennart Levin

gold medal winner

was just 200 metres short of control 2!
Controls461 and 453 (alternativesbandc)
were 800 metres and 1300 metres into the
course respectively.

The course planners worked hard to pro-
vide as much spectator interest as
possible; the third control from the finish
in the short distance final and the penulti-
mate control in the classic race were both
visible from spectator viewpoints in and
around the finish field. Furthermore, the
last controls in all the races could be ap-
proached quite closely.

Keeping warm was not easy on classic
race day. One radio control operatorhad to
be replaced when he started to suffer from
hypothermia, and some control officials
got so cold that they were unable to write
down competitor numbers and passing
times. It was surprising that there were no
refreshments stalls in the finish arenas; a
hot food and drinks stall would have made
record profits over the 6-hour period of the
classic races.

The support group from Norway stood
out from the crowd, with their colourful
dress and noisy encouragement to their
runners - all in a very friendly fashion.
Thirty of them were on a special tour
organised by their employers, Vital
Forsikring AS, the Norwegian Federation’s
chief sponsor.

Norwegian supporters celebrate Petter Thoresen's short distance win

One casualty of the bad weather on clas-
sic race day - maybe the worst conditions
ever at a World Championships, it was
said - was the awards ceremony; runners
were simply too cold and wet to stay
around. The decision to give out the awards
at the party the same evening but the
medals two days later at the relay was fair
both to the winners and to the several
hundred supporters as well as providing a
proper opportunity for photographing the
medal-winners.

Wedding celebrations ensured a fine start
to the competitors’ party, held on the
evening of the classic race, as two of their
number - Joe Brautigam (USA) and Pavlina
Genova (Bulgaria) - were married at a
special ceremony in the restaurant. The
bride, clad in soaking wet O-suit only a
few hours before, was dressed in a beauti-
ful white bridal gown, whilst the groom
wore classic evening dress.

This was perhaps the most compact
Championships we can ever expect to
experience. Each of the four competition
maps overlapped with another, allowing
the event car parking to be concentrated on
just two venues only some 6km apart.
Despite this, there were some quite sig-
nificant differences between the terrain in
each area.

For Jean Cory-Wright (née Ramsden)
(GBR) and Eileen Loughman (IRL) this
was their 10th World Championships in
succession; both ran first in the Champi-
onships in Scotland in 1976. Both will be
‘veterans’ in 1994 and will be setting their
sights on a return visit to Aviemore for the
Veteran World Cup.

Over 1000 competitors took part in the 3-
day O-Fest run in conjunction with the
Championships and characterised by good
weather, smooth organisation and inter-
esting courses. Many foreign competitors
were present also at the USOF Champion-
ships which were held the following
weekend.
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