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VDon’t wonder where to wander. We know the place.
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Besides hiking you can bike,

canoe, raft, ride, ski, snowboard
and snowmobile in Finland.
More of sporting in Finland

in our special brochures.

For more information call your

local travel agent or Finnair office.

www.finnair.com

CHANGE THE PERSPECTIVE.

Finland is known for its untouched nature. For its thousands of lakes. Its
Arctic ridges. Its forests. So there’s no need for you to wonder where you'll
go wandering next summer.

Fly to Finland with Finnair, and make use of our expertise when you
plan your trip. We can tailor a package just for you, and with our partners
we can arrange the trekking vacation of a lifetime. Call us. And change your

perspective.
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The 1998 World Cup

Hanne Staff and
Chris Terkelsen
Head Rankings

Denmark’ s Chris Terkelsen
and Norway’s Hanne
Staff are the new World Cup
Champions after the final two
races in Finland at the begin-
ning of October. Hanne Staff
led the table for most of the
season, but she had to keep her
form to the end to head off a
strong challenge from Johanna
Asklof in the later rounds.

In the men’s competition,
Bjgrnar Valstad and Johan
Ivarsson had held the top posi-
tions for a long period and it
was only in the final race that
Chris Terkelson got to the front
by one point, much to the dis-
appointment of the other two.
Ivarsson won the World Cup in
1996 and was very keen to re-
peatthe achievement, but failed

by 17 seconds to get the neces-
sary 2nd place in the Final.
Terkelsen’s winis the firstever
in the World Cup by someone
not from Norway or Sweden.

Despite the successes of non-
Scandinavian nations at junior
level in recent years, Scan-
dinavian runners dominate the
top positions in both men’s and
women’s lists, with Finland’s
younger runners such as Juha
Peltola, Jani Lakenen and Satu
Mikitammi showing up par-
ticularly promisingly. Thomas
Biihrer and Sabrina Meister
(Switzerland, 7th and 5th re-
spectively) are the first
non-Scandinavians in the lists;
15 of the first 20 men and 14 of
the first 20 women are
Scandinavians.

Top World Cup Placings

MEN
1. Chris Terkelsen DEN 354550 39 50453253 282
2. Johan Ivarsson SWE 3750475043394 434348 281 .
3. Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 504745434540 474543 279
4. Jorgen Martensson SWE 33273347473645402242 257
5. Timo Karppinen FIN 364329354127383550 243
6. Carl H Bjgrseth NOR ~ 43413919213040263839 240
7. Thomas Biihrer SUT 30349 36404737412638 239
8. Jimmy Birklin SWE 274337404 5 38384037 236
9. Janne Salmi FIN 34 41 263543285029 232
10. Juha Peltola FIN 3835344547212831 230
WOMEN
1. Hanne Staff NOR 50433750504027504153 296
2. Johanna Asklof FIN 474739 475041374350 284
3. Katarina Borg SWE 41404745434537412948 269
4. Reeta-M Kolkkala FIN  36274143394721394746 263
5. Sabrina Meister SUT 3929 453745403842 249
6. Satu Mikitammi FIN 47252447334546 243
7. Anniina Paronen FIN 433735 343033355041 241
8. Katarina Allberg SWE  38344530414317314033 241
9. Gunilla Svird SWE 34164041323 38473338 238
10. Heather Monro GBR  22353439363943381935 230

The scores for each runner in all ten races are shown. The
six best are taken to give the final total in heavy type

Scores for the 50 best men and women in the
1998 World Cup are listed on page 19

Editorial

The new World Cup
- are we on the
right track?

One matter of general
agreement amongst elite

runners is that this year there
have been too many interna-
tional commitments. In
particular, the schedule for
the World Cup has been too
long.

One of the benefits of this
year’s extended World
Cup programme has, how-
ever, been the increased
publicity. For example, Chris
Terkelsen’s name will now
more readily be recognised
by Danes as a result of the
regular news stories in the
press from the series of
events leading up to the
World Cup final. Because of
the anticipation built up, his
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win on the final day became
the first item in the evening
TV sports news at prime
viewing time and a lead story
in the following day’s sports
pages. For this one must also
thank some hard work by
Danish orienteers in sending
out press releases almost
daily and over a long period
ensuring that some key
journalists in the national
press have become knowl-
edgable about orienteering.

I'n all areas of life our
knowledge of something

grows fastest when repeated
contact with it brings famili-
arity, and whereas top sports
can provide fresh news
almost daily, there are
inevitably long gaps between
newsworthy items about our
sport. In a WOC year with no
co-ordinated international
event series to attract interest,
there is only the one opportu-
nity for the media to focus on
top-level world orienteering.

t present the Park World

Tour (PWT), comple-
menting the more serious
competitions, provides an
important and effective
contribution to the more
regular publicity for orien-
teering which we need. Now,
however, the PWT is to be
incorporated into the World
Cup from the year 2000 (see
page 10). ‘Park races’,
henceforth called ‘ultra-short
distance races’, will have to
be made as fair as possible -
meaning reduced spectator
access to the course, more
secrecy and so on.

t seems likely that much of

the exciting in-town racing
we are now getting in the
PWT will no longer be
possible. And a longer time
span will be needed because
of the increased number of
competitors. An ultra-short
distance race will begin to
look like any other orienteer-
ing race, and so the unique

media and spectator appeal of
park races as we have come
to know them in the PWT
could well disappear.

l l sing the skills and
experience of the PWT

group, the World Cup will

surely gain from the input of
more publicity and marketing
expertise and hopefully some
direct sponsorship. But when
the PWT - the annual,
distinctive, series of highly-
focused elite competitions,
often in exotic locations in
well-known cities and towns
- loses its separate identity,
orienteering will inevitably
lose a valuable publicity tool.

ne of the aims of

bringing the PWT into
the World Cup is to bring
better publicity for orienteer-
ing as a whole. Will this be
achieved with what is
proposed? I for one am
finding it difficult to see how.

Clive Allen



World Cup Final, Himeenlinna, Finland

Staff Finishes Campazgn in Style

twas f1tt1ng that the three leaders in the

women’s World Cup rankings, Hanne
Staff, Johanna Asklof and Katarina Borg,
should finish in this order in the Final.
Askl6f had briefly had the most points in
the middle of the final rounds of events,
but Staff emphasised the dominance she
has had throughout the season, befitting
her classic distance World Champion sta-
tus, by winning the last two classic events.
Her margin over Asklof in the final race
was 55 seconds, with Borg a further 14
seconds behind. She lost almost 2 minutes
onthe 3rdlastcontrol and heard the speaker
indicating that Johanna Askl6f was in the
lead, but recovered sufficiently to win.

Hanne Staff thus completed the series with
296 points, Johanna Asklof finished with
284 and in third place Katarina Borg to-
talled 269. Hanne Staff has this year won
5 World Cup races, 5 Park World Tour
races and the Park World Tour overall, and
all distances in the Norwegian Champion-
ships - an outstanding season on any count.

Running in to victory photos: Kim Rud

Last Gasp Triumph for Terkelsen

Denmark’ s Chris Terkelsen became the
men’s World Cup Champion after a
nail-biting tussle in the final race with
Bjgrnar Valstad and Johan Ivarsson. Be-
fore the final two races in Finland,
Terkelsen had run just six counting races
after dropping out in the classic race in
Slovakia two weeks earlier, but was still in

3rd position overall. He knew that realisti-
cally he had to win at least one of the final
two races to achieve overall victory.

The short distance race was going well for
him until, when in the lead, he made a
costly error of more than a minute at the
next-to-last control. So instead of winning
he ended adisappointed man in 14th place,
in a hard-fought race won by Janne Salmi.

So it had to be victory for Terkelsen in the
final race, and neither Valstad nor Ivarsson
could come higher than third - or second
place for Terkelsen with the others no
higher than fifth. An extremely determined
Chris Terkelsen stormed round the 11.9
km of the Final in 72.53 (just a little over
6 min per km) - and home runner Timo
Karppinen did him the favour he needed
by getting second place, 52 seconds slower
than Terkelsen and crucially just 17 sec-
onds faster than Ivarsson. Valstad was 6th,
almost 3 minutes slower than the winner.

Terkelsen was thus able to drop his lowest
score and advance to 282 points, just one
point more than Ivarsson, with Valstad
unable to improve his score and finishing
2 points further behind. This was Chris
Terkelsen’s first-ever World Cup classic
distance win.

World Cup Final -

Leading Results

Men: 1. Chris Terkelsen DEN 72.53, 2.
Timo Karppinen FIN 73.45, 3. Johan Ivarsson
SWE 74.02, 4. Mikael Bostrom FIN 74.18,
5.Jani Lakenen FIN 74.32, 6. Bjgrnar Valstad
NOR 75.44, 7. Jorgen Martensson SWE
75.58, 8. Peter Jacobsson SWE 75.59, 9.
Flemming Jgrgensen DEN 76.00, 10. Carl H
Bjgrseth NOR 76.13, 11. Thomas Biihrer
SUI 76.16, 12. Jimmy Birklin SWE 76.32,
13. Kjetil Bjgrlo NOR 76.44. 14. Fredrik
Lowegren SWE 77.26, 15. Rudolf Ropek
CZE 77.31, 16. Gjermund Hanssen NOR
77.41, 17. Valentin Novikov RUS 77.49, 18.
Juha Peltola FIN 77.50, 19. Jarkko Huovila
FIN 78.02, 20. Janne Salmi FIN 78.13.
Women: |. Hanne Staff NOR 59.11, 2.
Johanna Asklof FIN 60.06, 3. Katarina Borg
SWE 60.20, 4= Reeta-Mari Kolkkala FIN &
Satu Makitammi FIN 60.46, 6. Annika Viilo
FIN 60.47, 7. Sabrina Meister SUI 61.03, 8.
Anniina Paronen FIN 61.35, 9. Birgitte N
Husebye NOR 62.08, 10. Vroni Konig-Salmi
SUI 62.25, 11. Gunilla Svird SWE 62.38,
12. Karolina Arewdng SWE 63.02, 13.
Elisabeth Ingvaldsen NOR 63.06, 14=
Heather Monro GBR & Maria Sandstrém
SWE63.45, 16. Katarina Allberg SWE 64.11,
17. Brigitte Wolf SUI64.17, 18. Kithi Widler
SUI 64.24, 19. Lucie Boshm AUT 65.49, 20.
Jana Cieslarova CZE 65.53.

Short Distance Race, 2/10/98

Men: 1. Janne Salmi FIN 26.08, 2. Fredrik
Lowegren SWE 26.20, 3. Bjgrnar Valstad
NOR 26.23,4. Johan Ivarsson SWE 26.55, 5.
Mikael Bostrom FIN 27.07, 6. Jimmy Birklin
SWE 27.15, 7. Gjermund Hanssen NOR
27.23, 8= Carl H Bjgrseth NOR & Jani
Lakenen FIN 27.26, 10. Peter Jacobsson
SWE 27.27, 11. Timo Karppinen FIN 27.32,
12. Bernt Bjgrnsgaard NOR 27.39, 13. Jarkko
HuovilaFIN 27.52, 14. Chris Terkelsen DEN
27.53, 15. Grant Bluett AUS 28.12, 16=
Steven Hale GBR & Niclas Jonasson SWE
28.17, 18. JuhaPeltolaFIN 28.20, 19. Thomas
Hjerrild DEN 28.25, 20. Thomas Biihrer
SUI 28.32.
Women: 1. Anniina Paronen FIN 26.09, 2.
Reeta-Mari Kolkkala FIN 26.34, 3. Satu
Makitammi FIN 26.57, 4. Johanna AskI6f
FIN 27.22, 5. Hanne Staff NOR 27.23, 6.
Katarina Allberg SWE 27.26, 7. Karin Craig
SWE27.27, 8. Sabrina Meister SUI 27.43, 9.
Maria Sandstrom SWE 28.23, 10. Lucie
Bohm AUT 28.52, 11. Elisabeth Ingvaldsen
NOR 29.01, 12. Karolina Arewang SWE
29.09, 13. Gunilla Svird SWE 29.12, 14.
Annika Viilo FIN 29.14, 15. Kirsi Tiira FIN
29.19, 16. Anne M Hausken NOR 29.26, 17.
Katarina Borg SWE 29.41, 18. Vroni Konig-
Salmi SUI29.46, 19. Kiilli Kaljus EST 29.54,
20. Kithi Widler SUT 30.13.

Leading results from World Cup
individual races in Poland, Slovakia
& Estonia can be found on page 22
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