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COVER PHOTO: The men’s race in the mass start classic race in Leuk,
Switzerland. Jorgen Martensson leads the race to the finish, but was beaten on
the run-in by Hakan Eriksson (here 2nd) and Petter Thoresen (punching). Inset:
the bridge near to collapse 30 minutes later (see p. 6) photos: Graham McIntyre
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Editorial

Another World Cup season is over, and
the champions applauded. This has
been a particularly good year for Sweden,
one in which the team and its leadership
have been ‘on song’ throughout. But many
nations will feel that they have something to
cheer about, because a good number of non-
Scandinavian runners have on at least one
occasion broken into the top twenty in the
results lists, once upon a time almost
entirely Scandinavian domain.

Perhaps the multi-national look of the
leading results in the Junior World Champi-
onships in the last three years will lead to a
similar picture at senior level in a few years’
time. Or perhaps not; success at top senior
elite level still depends to a great degree on
one’s opportunities to train in the right
places at the right times of year, with an
expert coach guiding the preparation and
build-up to the big events. Money, re-
sources, infrastructure, expertise - more or
less ‘on tap’ in the strongest nations, almost
non-existent at the other end of the scale.
Helping nations to narrow the gap should be
a priority for the IOF in its objective to
improve standards world-wide.

But what of these ‘big events’ which form
the backbone of the elite season? This
edition of OW carries criticism of a number
of aspects of World Cup organisation. Both
the IOF and the nations chosen to stage
World Cup events need to ensure that the
human resources allocated to the task are
adequate in quality, relevant experience and
quantity. The IOF should find out (if it has
not already done so) which of the newer
IOF Controllers who were appointed to IOF
Elite events this year proved to be good at
the job, because they are the people to
whom we should be looking as future World
Cup Controllers - people who are newly
proving that they understand the require-
ments, in the widest sense, of international
elite competition and are good at supporting
organisers in achieving them. It is these
people who hold the key to a future where
greater consistency in World Cup standards
can be assured. ’

I cannot agree with Janne Salmi (see page
8) that World Cup events should not be
allocated to younger orienteering nations -
in a nation such as Portugal there is in fact
much more likelihood of good sponsorship
and media coverage than in some of the
longest-established orienteering nations.
Such nations are unlikely to under-resource
their event, either. The important essential is
that these nations get expert support in
choosing the best terrain, making fine maps
and planning first-class courses.

Clive Allen
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1996 World Cup

Sweden Dominates Top Places

Sweden’s Johann Ivarsson and Gunilla Svérd are the 1996 World
Cup champions. Both secured their overall victories in the final race
at Villard-de-Lans, France, but neither were winners on the day. Of
the top 10 men and women in the final rankings, 7 are Swedes.

Ivarsson was one of 8 runners in the
final race with a chance of becoming
champion, but not one of the favour-
ites. He helped himself by placing
second to Thomas Biihrer, and was
then dependent on others’ perform-
ances. Pre-race leader and last starter
Jorgen Mértensson could manage only
7th, leaving him in second place over-

all, 3 points behind Ivarsson.

Sviérd’s 14th position in the final, on
slippery limestone terrain which she
said she found difficult, was adequate
to give her victory by 3 points over
Marlena Jansson; prior to the final she
was the only woman to have won 2 of
the year’s races (in Sweden and Nor-
way in early August) and had builtup a
significantlead. Hanne Staff had to win
the final to gain top place.

Johan Ivarsson and Gunilla Svird - World Cup champions
photos: Hazelle Jackson / CompassSport (1) & Kim Rud

Top 10 Individuals

Men
1 Johann Ivarsson SWE 181
2 Jorgen Martensson SWE 178
3 Timo Karppinen FIN 176
4 Mikael Bostrom FIN 174
5 Alain Berger SUI 168
6 Hékan Eriksson SWE 165
7 Rudolf Ropek CZE 163
8 Sixten Sild EST 162
9 Peter Jacobsson SWE 156

10 Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 156

Women
1 Gunilla Svard SWE 192
2 Marlena Jansson SWE 189
3 Hanne Staff NOR 184
4 Anniina Paronen FIN 168
5 Yvette Hague GBR 168
6 Anette Granstedt SWE 167
7 Hanne Sandstad NOR 163
8 Sanna Nymalm FIN 161
9 Sabrina Meister-Fesseler SUI 158

10 Johanna Tiira FIN 155

Top 6 Relay Teams

Men
1 Sweden 40
2 Norway 35
3 Finland 33
4 Switzerland 32
5 Czech Republic 28
6 Great Britain 24
Women
1 Norway 40
2 Sweden 37
3 Switzerland 36
4 Finland 33
5 Czech Republic 27
6 Great Britain 24
COMPLETE
WORLD CUP
RANKING LISTS -
SEE PAGE 7




The World Cup in

Switzerland

witzerland staged 3 of the 4
races in the final round - a
relay, a short distance race and
a mass start classic race with
loops. Sweden’s runners were
in top form and achieved a full
quartet of individual victories,
whilst Switzerland won both
relay classes.

Sweden’s 4 winners were Pe-
ter Jacobsson and Katarina
Borg (short distance), Hakan
Eriksson and Marlena Jansson
(classic). Both Jacobsson and
Borg won by clear margins

from early placings in the start
lists, whereas hectic sprint fin-
ishes were the order of the day
in the classic with Eriksson
ahead of Norway’s Petter
Thoresen by just one second.

All three races were held in
fine, scenic locations and pro-
duced exciting competition on
good, well-mapped terrain.

A number of problems and talk-
ing points arose, however,
which are explored in other ar-
ticles in this section.

Borg Triumphs
over Adversity

weden’s Katarina Borg

started firstin the short dis-
tance final and emerged the
winner by 52 seconds, but a
few hours earlier it seemed
unlikely that she would have a
run in the A-final. Finishing
only 24th in her qualification
race (5 minutes slower than she
needed to gain the final quali-
fying place - 16th), she was
along with 3 others controver-
sially given a place in the
A-final following a protest by
the Swedish team.

The situation arose when mis-
takes occurred at the
qualification start in the alloca-
tion of map units to runners.
Several runners including Borg

and the Swedish claim that this
had effectively ruined Borg’s
concentration was accepted by
the organisers.

Another Swede, Karoline
Arewang, went into the forest
with the wrong map; she fin-
ished in a qualifying position
and therefore gained an A-fi-
nal place automatically despite
running the wrong course.

Not everyone was happy with
the organisers’ decision to give
the extra A-final places, but the
short time period between the
qualification and the final made
it impossible for all who might
have wanted a say to geta clear
understanding of the circum-

Thomas Biihrer celebrates his win in France
photo: Hazelle Jackson / CompassSport

Grand Finale in France

he small ski resort of Le

Vercors, in the delightful
pre-alpine area around Villard-
De-Lansnot farfrom Grenoble,
was the venue for the World
Cup Final, a standard-format
classic race. The underlying
rock in the region is limestone,
withanumber of areas of ‘pave-
ment’ - log-sized blocks of
smooth rock with deep fissures
in between: terrain familiar
enough to mostelite orienteers,
whoregarditasespecially chal-
lenging because of the many
small contour and rock features
and its slipperiness when wet.

On a damp and misty morning
mistakes were a-plenty in the
darkness of the forest amongst
the many boulders and small
re-entrants. Fine conditions for
a testing final - and testing it
proved to be, with the known
‘limestone experts’ coming to
the fore. None more so than

Switzerland’s Thomas Biihrer,
who has proved himself before
in these conditions and knew
he was in form. He completed
the 12.6km course more than
two and a half minutes quicker
than second-placed Johan
Ivarsson.

Marlena Jansson enjoyed a
similarly convincing victory
over Sabrina Meister-Fesseler
who had her best World Cup
run of the season. Hanne Staff,
who needed to win this race to
become overall champion,
placed third.

A few hours later, the
prizegiving ceremony for the
World Cup overall was held in
the town square of Villard-De-
Lans, attracting a large crowd
of orienteers, locals and inter-
ested holidaymakers; what a
pity there weren’t more of them
watching the races!

had their maps changed sec-

onds before their start signal, ations accordingly.

The men’s
mass start in the
World Cup
relay final
in Switzerland

photo: Kim Rud

stances and to make represent-

LEADING RESULTS - FRANCE

MEN: 1. Thomas Biihrer SUI 1.30.48, 2. Johan Ivarsson SWE
1.33.24, 3. Mikael Bostrom FIN 1.33.52, 4. Per Olaussen NOR
1.34.55, 5. Alain Berger SUI 1.35.27, 6. Olivier Coupat FRA 1.35.55,
7. Jorgen Martensson SWE 1.36.00, 8. Carl Henrik Bjgrseth NOR
1.36.12, 9. Per Ek SWE 1.36.52, 10. Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 1.37.19,
11. Yuri Omeltchenko UKR 1.37.46, 12. Dominik Humbel SUI
1.39.00, 13. Rudolf Ropek CZE 1.39.02, 14= Janne Salmi FIN &
Petter Thoresen NOR 1.39.07, 16. Petri Forsman FIN 1.39.28, 17.
Kjetil Bjgrlo NOR 1.39.50, 18. Christoph Plattner SUI 1.40.15, 19.
Soren Nymalm FIN 1.40.39, 20. Peter Jacobsson SWE 1.41.40.
WOMEN: 1. Marlena Jansson SWE 1.05.41, 2. Sabrina Meister-
Fesseler SUI 1.08.04, 3. Anniina Paronen FIN 1.08.09, 4. Sanna
Nymalm FIN 1.08.52, 5. Hanne Staff NOR 1.10.07, 6. Laure Coupat
FRA 1.11.35, 7. Heather Monro GBR 1.12.11, 8. Kirsi Tiira FIN
1.12.43,9. Hanne Sandstad NOR 1.13.51, 10. Marie-Luce Romanens
SUI 1.13.57, 11. Johanna Tiira FIN 1.14.19, 12. Lucie Béhm AUT
1.15.16, 13. Anette Granstedt SWE 1.15.47, 14. Gunilla Svird SWE
1.16.18, 15. Yvette Hague GBR 1.16.31, 16. Gro Sandstad NOR
1.17.24, 17. Vroni Kénig SUI 1.17.42, 18. Kiilli Kaljus EST 1.18.12,
19.Jenny James GBR 1.18.26, 20. Frauke Schmitt-Gran GER 1.18.30.
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World Cup Classic Race,

Switzerland

Close to Disaster

wice a year on average the

Dllgraben streamnear Leuk
experiences a flash flood re-
sulting from thunderstorms in
the mountains upstream. To
cross the ravine carrying this
stream running down between
the forest and the finish, the
organisers built a sturdy log
bridge, but knowing what the
weather could do, they made a
contingency plan to site an
emergency finish on the forest
side.

What this plan did not allow for
was a flood occurring during
the event. When the men’s race
leaders crossed the bridge the
stream was dry, but a few min-
utes later it changed
dramatically into a raging tor-
rent. The bridge with its
supports in the stream bed
quickly became too dangerous
to use, and the last third of the
field - 31 runners - in this mass
start race were then stranded
beside the last control.

There was no-one manning the

because the competitors’ elec-
tronic tags had been activated
randomly at a recording point
on the way to the start.

Had the flood occurred 30 min-
utes earlier, total chaos would
have ensued!

It became known later that the
IOF Controller, Jaroslav Dok-
oupil (CZE),had recommended
in July 1995 that a meadow in
the western edge of the forest
should be used as the competi-
tioncentre (seemaponpagell),
avoiding the need for a bridge
and cutting out ‘dead’ running
in the loops and to the finish.
He described the area along the
river as “quite awful”.

This wasn’t the only problem
faced by the Leuk organisers.
The forking system failed to
separate the leading runners
(see page 10), with the result
that there were 30 finishers
within a minute in the men’s
race and almost as many at one
stage in the women’s.

“It felt like the end of a cross-country race”; competitors discuss
the close finish after the women’s mass start classic race at Leuk
photo: Graham Mclntyre

Short Distance Event Results

MEN: 1. Peter Jacobsson SWE 26.03, 2. Johan Ivarsson SWE 27.04,
3. Alain Berger SUI27.11, 4. Carsten Jgrgensen DEN 27.12, 5. Jérgen
Martensson SWE 27.14, 6. Per Ek SWE 27.24, 7. Timo Karppinen
FIN 27.25, 8. Jon Tvedt NOR 27.40, 9. Christoph Plattner SUI27.44,
10. Rudolf Ropek CZE 27.52. 11. Alistair Landels NZL 28.11, 12.
Hakan Eriksson SWE 28.19, 13. Jozef Pollak SVK 28.23, 14. Daniel
Giger SUI28.34, 15. Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 28.35, 16. Allan Mogensen
DEN 28.39, 17. Mikael Bostrom FIN 28.48, 18. Stephen Palmer GBR
28.53, 19. Dominik Humbel SUI 29.14. 20. Carl Henrik Bjgrseth
NOR 29.18.

WOMEN: 1. Katarina Borg SWE 24.43, 2. Gunilla Svird SWE
25.35,3. Anna Garin ESP 25.51,4. Marie-Luce Romanens SUI 26.03,
5. Lucie Bohm AUT 26.16, 6. Yvette Hague GBR 26.40, 7. Sabrina
Meister-Fesseler SUI 26.46, 8. Brigitte Wolf SUI 27.01, 9. Johanna
Tiira FIN 27.26, 10. Hanne Sandstad NOR 27.27, 11. Anna Bogren
SWE27.29, 12. Vroni K6nig SUI27.48, 13. Kirsi Tiira FIN 28.00, 14.
Karolina Arewang SWE 28.05, 15. Anette Granstedt SWE 28.06, 16.

Heather Monro GBR 28.28, 17. Eija Koskivaara FIN 28.34, 18.
Frauke Schmitt-Gran GER 28.37, 19. Torunn Fossli Szthre NOR
28.52, 20. Reeta-Mari Kolkkala FIN 29.00.

World Cup Relay Final
LEADING RESULTS: MEN: 1. SUI1 (Dominik Humbel, Alain
Berger, Thomas Biihrer) 2.52.34,2. NOR2 2.56.08,3. SWE1 2.56.41,
4. NOR1 2.59.16, 5. FIN1 3.05.04.
WOMEN: 1. SUII (Brigitte Wolf, Marie-Luce Romanens, Sabrina
Meister Fesseler) 2.04.57, 2. NOR 2.09.14, 3. FIN1 2.11.33, 4. SUI2
2.11.44, 5. CZE2 2.11.45.

alternative finish site, and so a
significant part of the field had
no results to show for their ef-
forts. Even the records from
the Regnly system did nothelp,

It was one day and many inter-
views later that the finishing
order was finally determined
and official results published.

World Cup classic race (mass start with loops),

Leuk, Switzerland

LEADING RESULTS: MEN: 1. Hékan Eriksson SWE 1.20.38, 2.
Petter Thoresen NOR 1.20.39, 3. Jorgen Mértensson SWE 1.20.40, 4.
Rudolf Ropek CZE 1.20.42. 5. Jon Tvedt NOR 1.20.43, 6. Allan
Mogensen DEN 1.20.47, 7. Yuri Omeltchenko UKR 1.20.50, 8. Per
Olaussen NOR 1.20.52, 9. Sixten Sild EST 1.20.54, 10. Christoph
Plattner SUI 1.20.56, 11. Alistair Landels NZL 1.20.58, 12. Bjgrnar
Valstad NOR 1.20.59, 13. Olivier Coupat FRA 1.21.00, 14. Svajunas
Ambrazas L'TU 1.21.00, 15. Alain Berger SUI 1.21.00, 16. Kenneth
Cederberg FIN 1.21.02, 17. Libor Zridkavesely CZE 1.21.03, 18.
Grant Bluett AUS 1.21.04, 19. Edgaras Voveris LTU 1.21.06, 20.
Thomas Jensen DEN 1.21.08.

WOMEN: 1. Marlena Jansson SWE 1.00.26, 2. Brigitte Wolf SUI
1.00.38, 3. Gunilla Sviard SWE 1.01.09, 4. Hanne Sandstad NOR
1.01.15, 5. Hanne Staff NOR 1.01.18, 6. Iveta Liberdova CZE
1.01.20,7. Anniina Paronen FIN 1.01.25, 8. Reeta-Mari Kolkkala FIN
1.01.31, 9. Kulli Kaljus EST 1.01.34, 10. Heather Monro GBR
1.01.36, 11. Jana Cieslarova CZE 1.01.38, 12. Sanna Nymalm FIN
1.01.41, 13. Johanna Tiira FIN 1.01.44, 14. Yvette Hague GBR
1.01.45, 15. Anette Granstedt SWE 1.01.47, 16. Torunn Fossli Sathre
NOR 1.01.51, 17. Alix Young AUS 1.01.52, 18. Olga Jirsova CZE
1.01.53, 19. Birgitte Nordahl Husebye NOR 1.01.54, 20. Marie-Luce
Romanens SUI 1.01.58.

Yvette Hague takes a drink at the spectator control in the World Cup
final in France photo: Hazelle Jackson / CompassSport
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