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Editorial

Much has happened in the
orienteering world since the

last issue of OW was published in
July. New world champions have
been found at both senior and junior
levels, the IOF has gained a new
sponsor in Suunto, and one of the
great pioneers of orienteering as we
know it, Bjorn Kjellstrom, has sadly
passed away. .

The two World Championships were
splendid affairs in the hot European
summer. In both events the organis-
ing teams, who have worked long and
hard for several years in preparation,
can look back on a job well done. The
WOC planners, who had to deal with
land access problems almost up to the
last minute, came up with fine
courses in the challenging Lippe
terrain. The JWOC provided keen
competition and just the right infor-
mal atmosphere, with simple but
good facilities at reasonable cost.

The JWOC was also noteworthy for
the large number of non-Scandinav-
ian runners achieving top-twenty
places; at junior level, Scandinavian
dominance is now a thing of the past.

The valuable sponsorship agreement
with the Finnish compass manufac-
turers Suunto which goes through to
the end of 1997 will enable faster
progress to be made on several IOF
development fronts. This is excellent
news, because there are a lot of new
ideas around at the moment which, if
given appropriate backing, have the
potential for giving better orienteer-
ing, attracting more people into the
sport and getting more interest from
the media.

IOF President Sue Harvey stressed
the word ‘partnership’ in describing
the agreement with Suunto. This
word is appropriate too for the kind of
relationship between the IOF and all
its member nations, big and small,
which can best help orienteers of all
standards the world over to get some
benefit from new ideas and new
developments. The IOF’s role as an
‘enabling’ organisation is as impor-
tant as its controlling function, and
the task of ‘spreading the word’ far
and wide through courses, workshops
and by other means deserves its share
of new funding available.

Clive Allen
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Martensson Still Supreme

Jérgen Martensson’s fantastic season
continued at the World Championships
in Germany in' mid-August, where he won
a gold, a silver and a bronze medal in his
tenth World Championships. The classic
final was arepeat of 1991 - gold for Jorgen
and for Hungary’s Katalin Ol4h, both by
clear margins.

The Swiss men’s team achieved an im-
pressive triple with victory yet again in the
relay, where Finland’s strong women’s
team led throughout. But new names were
to the fore in the short distance final, with
gold going to Marie-Luce Romanens,
Switzerland and Yuri Omeltchenko,
Ukraine, both taking part in their second
World Championships.

Jorgen Mdrtensson on the run-in at the

classic race photo: Kim Rud

World Championships Medal Winners 1995

Classic Distance

MEN
Gold  Jorgen Mértensson SWE 90.19
Silver Janne Salmi FIN 92.04

Bronze Carsten Jgrgensen DEN 93.38
WOMEN

Gold Katalin Oldh HUN 65.50
Silver Yvette Hague GBR 68.39
Silver Eija Koskivaara  FIN  68.39

Short Distance

MEN

Gold  Yuri Omeltchenko UKR 30.25
Silver Jorgen Martensson SWE 31.31
Bronze Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 31.36
WOMEN

Gold Marie-L. Romanens SUI 28.55
Silver Yvette Hague GBR 29.16
Bronze Anna Bogren SWE 29.29
Bronze Marlena Jansson SWE 29.29

Relay

MEN

Gold Switzerland (A. Berger, D. Hotz,
C. Aebersold, T. Biihrer) 214.21

Silver Finland (K. Parkkinen, R. Matt-
inen, T. Karppinen, J. Salmi) 215.43

Bronze Sweden (L. Holmqvist, J. Birklin,
J.Ivarsson,J. Méartensson) 215.51

WOMEN

Gold Finland (K. Tiira, R-M. Kolkkala,
E.Koskivaara, A. Viilo) 170.33

Silver Sweden (A. Granstedt, M. Gustaf-
sson, A.Bogren,M. Jansson)172.11

Bronze Czech Republic (P. Novotna, M.
Honzova, M. Kubatkova, J. Ciesl-
arova) 173.06

Medals Tally (Relay = 1)
SWE 6; FIN 4; GBR & SUI 2; CZE, DEN,
HUN, NOR and UKR 1.

SUUNTO new official sponsor of IOF

On the first day of the World Championships in Germany a new 2-year sponsorship
agreement with Finnish compass manufacturers Suunto was signed by IOF President
Sue Harvey and Mirja Salo, Suunto Marketing Director. The deal, worth SEK 400,000
in total, will enable the IOF to carry out the development programme approved by the
last Congress and provide more publicity for the sport to assist recruitment.

A press conference was held at the Championships venue to announce the agreemerit.
“We are delighted to establish this partnership with Suunto; both the IOF and Suunto
want to see more people out in the forest with their compasses enjoying our healthy,
environmentally friendly sport”, said Sue Harvey.

More details on page 13




he 1995 WOC was an ex-

hausting affair for the run-
ners, who had to contend with
up to 5 races in 6 days in tem-
peratures constantly close to
30 degrees. ‘Continental’ ter-
rain was expected and provided,
but the quality surprised many,
especially the area for the short
distance final. The Champion-
ships passed with no serious

Quality Orienteering in the Heat

complications and with much
praise for the mappers and plan-
ners. The new qualificationrace
for the classic final and the
differential leg lengths in the
relay proved successful inno-
vations.

For spectators - and several
nations were well supported -
facilities at the qualification
sites were cramped but for the
finals three fine fields had been
found and were well laid out,
with seats alongside the run-in
and plenty of space in front of
the results boards, where finish
times were putup speedily. The

150 press representatives had
excellent facilities and service
throughout the week, includ-
ing computer displays of the
race situation.

The ceremonies and various
open meetings were shared
between the two towns of
Detmold, site of the main Event
Centre, and Bad Salzuflen.
These proved to be a frustrat-
ingly slow 40 minutes’ drive
apart; concentration of all ac-
tivities and accommodation in
one town would have been far
better. Organisationally there
were some problems with some

competitors’ accommodation
and food, signposting, and a
shortage of information, both
written and from the speaker
service, in English.

The Opening Ceremony was
missed by many competitors
whohad earlierin the day quali-
fied for the classic final the
following morning; it was sur-
prising that the ceremony was
not the day before when there
was only the model event.

Overall, the German effort was
first class and resulted in a
memorable Championships.

WOC ’95 Classic -

1991 All Over Again!

In 1991 in the ‘continental’
terrain of the Czech Repub-
lic the classic race gold medals
wentto Katalin Oldh and Jorgen
Martensson. Four years later,
insomewhat similar terrain, the
names at the top are the same.

Katalin Olah - second gold medal
photo: Kim Rud

Oldh’s strength and speed made
her a widely-predicted favour-
ite for the gold medal in
Germany, and for 35-year-old
Martensson, in his10th World
Championship, this 7th WOC
medal was the deserved result
of meticulous preparation over
the months before - difficult
months in which his family

grew from 3 to 5 with the birth
of twins.

Challenging Forest

The newly-introduced qualifi-
cation races produced no real
surprises, with all the estab-
lished stars making it to the
final. Mordkuhle, just south-
westof Detmold, was the venue
for the final, a challenging for-
est with many steep slopes
giving good route choice legs
as well as some areas with finer
detail. The finish was sited in a
sloping field which formed a
natural amphitheatre, ideal for
spectators. The early controls
on the men’s course were close
to the famous Hermann Monu-
ment (see OW 95/4 page 6).

Start Order Creates

Excitement

The fastest in the qualification
races started last in the final, so
excitement built up to a peak
twice, as the women’s and then
the men’s race reached its cli-
max. At around 12.30 Eija
Koskivaara set a new fastest
time, and 18 minutes Iater
Yvette Hague sprinted down
the run-in to finish in exactly
the same time, 68-39. Katalin
Ol4h, starting 6 minutes after
Yvette, was soon announced
from the ‘pre-warning’ with 4
minutes in hand to take the

lead, and her finish time of 65-
50 brought wild celebrations
along with some nail-biting
from the Hungarian supporters
as Vroni Konig and then
Marlena Jansson were reported
with split times which could
threaten the lead. Marlena, last-
but-one starter, had everyone’s
attention as she sprinted in to
finish 5 seconds down on the
silver medal time.

Men's Race

Meanwhile the men’s race was
looking as though it might be
Janne Salmi’s. 46th of the 63
starters, his time of 92-04 was

more than 90 seconds better
than that of fellow-countryman
Timo Karppinen who had held
the lead for more than 45 min-
utes. Radio reports told that
only Jorgen Martensson, last
starter after winning his heat,
was making faster progress,
with Carsten Jgrgensen also a
contender for a medal position.
And at 1.36 it was Martensson
who raced joyfully into the fin-
ish with a time of 90-19,
followed 19 seconds later by
Jgrgensen, the penultimate
starter, to take the bronze, just
1 second faster than Timo
Karppinen.

FINAL CLASSIC - LEADING RESULTS

MEN, 16.22 km / 670 m: 1. Jorgen Martensson SWE 90.19, 2. Janne.
Salmi FIN 92.04, 3. Carsten Jgrgensen DEN 93.38. 4. Timo Karppinen
FIN 93.39, 5. Tomas Prokes CZE 93.51, 6. Jon Tvedt NOR 93.53, 7.
Libor Zridkavesely CZE 94.12, 8. Yuri Omeltchenko UKR 94.20, 9.
Vladimir Alexeev RUS 95.10, 10. Sixten Sild EST 95.16, 11. Chris
Terkelsen DEN 95.18, 12. Svajunas Ambrazas LTU 95.25, 13. Lars
Holmgqvist SWE 95.45, 14. Kjetil Bjgrlo NOR 96.16, 15. Thomas
Biihrer SUI 96.20, 16. Torben Skovlyst DEN 96.44, 17. Olivier Coupat
FRA 96.50, 18. Vladimir Kozlov RUS 97.20, 19. Petter Thoresen NOR
97.21, 20. Christian Aebersold SUI 97.24, 21. Keijo Parkkinen FIN
98.03, 22. Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 98.07, 23. Reijo Mattinen FIN 98.13,
24. Ants Grende LAT 98.15, 25. Martin Sadilek CZE 98.22.

WOMEN, 9.66 km / 445 m: 1. Katalin Oldh HUN 65.50, 2= Yvette
Hague GBR & Eija Koskivaara FIN 68.39, 4. Marlena Jansson SWE
68.44, 5. Vroni Koénig SUI 69.22, 6. Hanne Sandstad NOR 69.48, 7.
Jana Cieslarova CZE 70.09, 8. Marie-Luce Romanens SUI 70.17, 9.
Marcela Kubatkova CZE 70.43, 10. Frauke Schmitt Gran GER 71.13,
11. Hanne Staff NOR 71.14, 12. Anna Bogren SWE 71.42, 13. Kirsi
Tiira FIN 72.58, 14. Gro Sandstad NOR 73.00, 15. Katja Honkala FIN
73.07, 16. Anna Garin ESP 73.11, 17. Marie-Violaine Palcau FRA
73.24, 18. Sabrina Meister-Fesseler SUI 73.26, 19. Anette Granstedt
SWE 73.46, 20. Brigitte Wolf SUI 73.52, 21. Tatjana Jaksanova RUS
74.12, 22. Christina Grgndahl DEN 75.24, 23. Natalja Pletnjova RUS
75.56, 24. Maria Gustafsson SWE 76.08, 25. Kiilli Kaljus EST 76.17.
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MaBstab: 1:15.000
Aquidistanz: 5m
Stand: Juni 1995
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Route Choice Riddles

As in the World Cup race in Germany last Y :
year, a major key to success in the classic ¢

race was choosing the best route on some of
the longer legs. Here is one example, taken
from information supplied by Eike Bruns in
the magazine WM News:

Women’s course 10 - 11: A 1.2 km leg ;

across very hilly country. Katalin Oldh and

Eija Koskivaara chose direct routes, Yvette

Hague went far to the east and Hanne
Sandstad far to the west. Their leg times

were nevertheless all within a minute of

each other: Oldh 9.54, Koskivaara 9.55,
Hague 10.09 and Sandstad 10.46.
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