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Editorial

hree weeks after the IOF Congress,

two matters currently under discus-
sion keep coming back to mind, the one
because it was raised specifically at the
General Assembly and the other be-
cause, quite surprisingly as I see it, it
wasn’t referred to at all at the Congress -
at least not in any formal session.

The first is the call made by Oivind Holt
of Norway for some prioritisation in the
Activity Plan in favour of recruitment of
young people into orienteering. In many
countries people are already very active
(and very successful) in this field, and
they have even succeeded in having
orienteering’s superb educational value
recognised by getting it accepted as part
of the national school curriculum.

What we orienteers are not good at is
getting even a small proportion of these
young people to take up orienteering as
one of their mainstream sports. In most
O-clubs which I have some knowledge
of, almost all the youngsters are the sons
or daughters of active club members in
the M/W35 and higher age bracket. The
high proportion of older members gives
orienteering the image in the community
of a sports activity for veterans.

Training geared mainly for adults, lack
of suitable social activities and no offers
of transport to events are three common
reasons why young people don’t join
orienteering clubs. But maybe it’s also
to do with the image of the sport - and
the sport’s Unique Selling Proposition
(USP) referred to in this issue’s Presi-
dent’s Column. For me, the unique
challenge of trying to find one’s way in
unknown complex terrain, coupled with
the physical agility and skills needed to
cope at speed with every kind of obsta-
cle the terrain can offer, is a central
feature of the USP which most of us
don’t put over, in the way we describe
our sport, half well enough. If we did, I
feel sure we would spark the imagina-
tions of many more budding young
runners. Something to be worked on!

The second matter, the one not men-
tioned at the Congress, is the event
format to be proposed for the Summer
Olympic Games, which is described on
page 8. Congresses do tend to discuss
principles rather than practices, but it is
so important that we get the format right
that no opportunity for discussion should
be missed. If you have a view on what is
being suggested, in favour or otherwise,
write a letter to Orienteering World!
Clive Allen
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World Cup: Valstad 1 Point Ahead

eaders in the 1998 World Cup after
the O-Ringen multi-day round are
partners Bjgrnar Valstad and Hanne Staff
of Norway (pictured below) - Bjgrnar

photos: Erik Unaas/SPORT MEDIA

Valstad just one point ahead of Johan
Ivarsson, these two having a big lead
over all others, and Hanne Staff holding
a 7-point lead over Katarina Borg.

MEN WOMEN

1. Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 185 1. Hanne Staff NOR 180
2. Johan Ivarsson SWE 184 2. Katarina Borg SWE 173
3. Valentin Novikov RUS 152 3. Katarina Allberg SWE 147
4. Jimmy Birklin SWE 147 4. Reeta-Mari Kolkkala FIN 147
5. Carl Henrik Bjgrseth NOR 142 5. Birgitte Husebye NOR 136
6. Jorgen Martensson SWE 140 6. Yvette Hague GBR 133
7. Havard Tveite NOR 135 = 7.Johanna Asklof FIN 133
8. Steven Hale GBR 134 8. Gunilla Svird SWE 131
9. Chris Terkelsen DEN 130 9. Annika Viilo FIN 130
10. Petter Thoresen NOR 129  10. Heather Monro GBR 130
he Annual General Meeting of ARISF
New ROle f or (Association of Recognisid Interna-
I 0 F Pre S id ent tional Sports Federations) was held in
_ Sydney, Australiain April. From the IOF
e ; point of view, the most significant deci-
4 sion of the meeting was the appointment
of IOF President Sue Harvey to a new 3-
person ARISF-IOC Liaison Group. The
other members are Ronald Froehlich
(ARISF President) and Gerald L. Koenig
5 (President of the International Bowling
Do, Federation). Sue Harvey’s special re-

: sponsibility is environmental issues.
3 The first two meetings of the Liaison
5 Group were held in Lausanne, Switzer-
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IOF President Sue Harvey introducing the
discussion on the Olympic Project at the
IOF Congress in Portugal in July
photo: Clive Allen

land on 12th June; the main purpose was
to review possible co-operation between
I0C and ARISFin the field of marketing,
and to discuss how ARISF can support
the IOC drive on environmental respon-
sibility in sport.



First-ever Multi-day World Cup Event

Staff and
Ivarsson

Victorious at
O-Ringen

Reports and photos by
CHRISTER SVENSSON

weden’s Johan Ivarsson, overall win-

ner of the 1996 World Cup, and Hanne
Staff of Norway, current World Champion
at classic distance, were the victors in the
elite races in the O-Ringen 5-days in
Gistrikland, Sweden held from 20 to 24
July. The town of Gévle was the event
centre.

This first-ever multi-day event to be part
of a World Cup programme attracted run-
ners from a record 32 nations, with South
Africabeing represented in the World Cup
for the first time. Not all elite runners had
been in favour of including a full 5-day
event in the World Cup, but nevertheless
24 of the 28 best in the world took part.
Inevitably, sickness or injury prevented
some participants completing all 5 days.

Ivarsson and Martensson

in Exciting Finish

Veteran Swedish runner Jorgen
Mértensson was close to top form through-
out the week, winning the first two stages

and establishing a lead of 1.14 over Johan
Ivarsson. Day 3 was a ‘short classic’ dis-
tance chasing start, and here Ivarsson took
over the lead by 1.19. Mértensson started
the final day’s chasing start just 22 sec-
onds down on Ivarsson; this race was a
very tight one with Ivarsson coming
through the finish 13 seconds in front of
Martensson, who had the fastest time of
the day with 70.44 for the 12.36 km. Third-
placed Valentin Novikov had a very
consistent week with no placing below
ninth.

Norwegian Bjgrnar Valstad was fourth
overall, good enough to keep him in top
position in the World Cup rankings with
Ivarsson just one point behind.

Hanne Staff Dominant

In the women’s race Hanne Staff began
with a 10th place in the first stage, but took
the lead by 35 seconds over Katarina Borg
in the third stage chasing start race. In the
fourth stage Staff extended her lead to
2.40, and at the end it was 4.13 with Borg
dropping to 3rd place behind the 22-year-
old Finnish runner Satu Mékitammi.
Reeta-Mari Kolkkala of Finland finished a
consistent week’s competition in fourth
place.

Winners of the non-World Cup elite classes
were H21E: Per Ek and D21E: Emma
Engstrand.

The attraction of the World Cup brought
no less than 170 journalists to the O-
Ringen this year, and the events were
reported on national and local television in
Sweden.
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Katarina Borg, third overall in O-Ringen,
punches at a control on day 1
in Arsunda forest

Eight finish lanes, huge crowds of spectators; typical finish scene at the O-Ringen

World Cup at O-Ringen
Leading Results

Men: 1. Johan Ivarsson SWE 292.56, 2.
Jorgen Mértensson SWE 293.09, 3. Valentin
Novikov RUS 299.16, 4. Bjgrnar Valstad
NOR 302.01, 5. Niklas Jonasson SWE
302.06, 6. Jimmy Birklin SWE 302.39, 7.
Jani Lakanen FIN 303.14, 8. Peter Jacobsson
SWE 303.50, 9. Havard Tveite NOR 307.22,
10. Thomas Biihrer SUI307.29, 11. Juha
PeltolaFIN 307.47, 12. Petter Thoresen NOR
312.16, 13. Thomas Asp SWE 312.52, 14.
Mika Hernelahti FIN 313.10, 15. Simo
Martomaa FIN 313.12, 16. Steven Hale GBR
313.14,17. Timo Karppinen FIN 313.43, 18.
Mikhael Mamleev RUS 319.13, 19. Rudolf
Ropek CZE 320.35, 20. Michal Jedlicka
CZE 322.31, 21. Grant Bluett AUS 324.59,
22. Svajunas Ambrrazas LTU 329.14, 23.
Lasse Torpo FIN 329.23, 24. Alistair Landels
NZL 329.36, 25. Bernt Bjgrnsgaard NOR
332.40.

Women: 1. Hanne Staff NOR 243.25, 2.
Satu Mikitammi FIN 247.38, 3. Katarina
Borg SWE 247.57, 4. Reeta-Mari Kolkkala
FIN 248.41, 5. Gunilla Svird SWE 254.11,
6. Annika Viilo FIN 255.53, 7. Heather Monro
GBR 259.09, 8. Catarina Oberg SWE 259.12,
9. Karin Craig SWE 259.17, 10. Eija
Koskivaara FIN 259.31, 11. Elisabeth
Ingvaldsen NOR 260.08, 12. Lucie Bohm
AUT 261.08, 13. Marika Mikkola FIN
264.59, 14. Ellen Moen NOR 268.02, 15.
Birgitte Husebye NOR 269.16, 16. Katarina
Allberg SWE 269.52, 17. Brigitte Wolf SUI
278.11, 18. Jana Cieslarova CZE 278.14, 19.
Barbara Baczek POL 278.17, 20. Mari
Heinonen FIN 278.23,21. Tatiana Iaksanova
RUS 278.40, 22. Jolante Razaitiene LTU
281.15,23. Ulrika O-Jgrgensen DEN 283 41,
24. Anne Margrethe Hausken NOR 285.44,
25. Eva Jurenikova CZE 285.53.




Visitors from afar: Ercan Tatar
from Turkey and Richard
Gathercole from South Africa

O-Ringen 98, Givle, Sweden

40 Nations Take Part
in 5-Days Festival

dvle was the venue for the

33rdrunning of the Swed-
ish O-Ringen, which attracted
some 12,500 participants from
40 nations. 2,509 participants
came from other countries, the
most being Finland with 497
followed by Norway (469),
Switzerland (284) and Great
Britain (218). The overall total
was disappointing, continuing
the downward trend of recent
years, but there was anincrease
in the number of foreign par-
ticipants.

Turkey Represented

Anewly-represented nation this
year was Turkey, whose two
participants also took part in
the annual clinic organised by

Peo Bengtsson particularly for
younger O-nations. Non-IOF
member country Kenya was
also represented. A clinic par-
ticipant with an illustrious
history was Vida Ventsene
from Lithuania, who won the
gold medal in the 10km ski
race at the Winter Olympics in
Calgary in 1988 when she was
26, and the bronze medal at 5
km.

The Turkish representative,
Ercan Tatar from Istanbul who
ran in the H35 Motion class in
the 5-days, said that orienteer-
ing currently existed in Turkey
only as a military sport, and
there were no proper O-maps.
“Now this will change”, he said.

High-flyers at O-Ringen:
Valentin Novikov RUS and

Extract from the men’s World Cup course, Arsunda, O-Ringen day 1 (scale 1:15,000, contour interval 2.5m )






