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£ ACTIVITIES

If the sun draws you out into
the open air, that is where
Finland comes in.

Finland's wide open space,
with vast woods and endless
lakes, is your typical
playground if you are the

sporting kind.

Contact your specialist travel
agent or your local Finnair office:

AMSTERDAM
ATHENS
BANGKOK
BARCELONA
BEIJING
BERLIN
BOSTON
BRUSSELS
BUDAPEST
COPENHAGEN
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KIEV.

LONDON
MANCHESTER
MALAGA
MILAN
MOSCOW
MUNICH

NEW YORK
NICE

OSAKA

OSLO

PARIS
PETROZAVODSK
PRAGUE

RUETN

ROME
ST.PETERSBURG
SINGAPORE
STOCKHOLM
STUTTGART
SYDNEY
TALLINN

TOKYO
TORONTO
VIENNA

VILNIUS
WARSAW
WASHINGTON
ZURICH

(020) 3316 4010
(01) 325 5234
(02) 679 6671
(93) 478 3878
(01) 512 7180
(030) 885 4131
(617) 482 4952
(02) 218 2838
01) 117 4022
33) 120 855
(0211) 420 1141
(069) 2425 2510
(022) 788 5980
(031) 131 621
(040) 323 513
800-3466
(212) 234 5130
(044) 229 4363
(0171) 408 1222
(0161) 436 2400
(95) 223 1380
(02) 809 458
(095) 292 8788
(089) 281 023
(212) 499 9000
9321 4556
(06) 347 0888
2250 8840
(01) 4742 3333
(814) 227 6176
(02) 2421 1986
720 7010
(06) 474 5817
(812) 315 9736
(65) 733 3377
(08) 679 9330
(01301) 822 823
(02) 326 2999
6311 455
(03) 3222 6801
(416) 222 0740
(0222) 587 5548
(2) 619 339
22) 268 764
703) 534 7512
(01) 221 1460
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Editorial

Another World Championships is eagerly
awaited, this time in the challenging
Nordic terrain around Grimstad in the
delightful south Norway coastal area. Close,
exciting competition can be expected, but of
a very different kind from that offered in the
‘continental’ terrain around Detmold just
two years ago. Such is the fascination of
orienteering; no level playing fields for us!
Those who make it to the podium in mid-
August will have proved themselves
orienteers of the highest technical and
physical ability.

The skills required for top-level elite orien-
teering are hidden not only from the
spectator and ‘armchair’ audience we are
striving to reach, but from the average club
orienteer too. It is even hard to find planners
and controllers with the experience to
produce good elite courses. So it is perhaps
not surprising that the way to bring orien-
teering ‘out of the forest’ is not clear, and we
are in the process of defining the essence of
orienteering so that we can experiment with
new forms of competition with our ultimate
Olympic objectives in mind.

The Presidents’ Conference at the World
Championships will be considering this very
topic, and if the range of opinion published
so far this year in OW is anything to go by, it
will be a lively debate indeed.

But there is one development which we have
not yet seen in reality, and which should be
allowed to reach technological dependability
before we go too far down any particular
road. The technology I have in mind is that
for tracking competitors through the forest,
with its potential - when allied with good TV
presentation - for making our existing forms
of competition ‘visible’ in a way not possible
at present.

Experience over many years has proved that
it is in the standard classic and short distance
formats that technical and physical skills and
stamina are tested to the full. By the time
orienteering makes it to the Olympics, these
could be brought to a TV audience in a
manner which keeps viewers as spell-bound
as any sport could.

When we are talking about the pinnacle of O
competition, let us not waste time seeking
out new, diluted forms of our sport for mass
consumption, but instead concentrate on
making the tried and tested ones more visible
- a line taken first by ski-O some years ago.
We should ensure that the public can view
orienteering in its most challenging form,
and that the elite get the ultimate in competi-
tive satisfaction, when Olympic and World
Championship medals are at stake.

Clive Allen
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Sorland Welcomes
the World Championships

The terrain varies from open undulat-
ing forest with fast kilometre speeds to
tougher, steeper areas. Some areas have
patches of thicker oak forest, but gen-
erally runnability is good. The forest is
mixed with large areas of pine, spruce
and oak with heather and grass under-
growth. There are relatively few open
areas, and these are small. The terrain
istechnically demanding, requires good
map reading ability and provides good
route choicelegs. The organisers prom-
ise the best orienteering terrain this

part of Norway can offer!

The WOC Map Scales are:

Classic distance 1:15,000
Short distance & relay 1:10,000

he 1997 WOC is based on the

Norwegian south coastal town of
Grimstad, which has a population of
17,000. It is a small, picturesque town
with many narrow streets between
wooden houses built in the last cen-
tury. It is close to a beautiful coastline
and has amild climate - Grimstad is the
place in Norway with most sun in the
summer time.

The organisation is centred round the
three sports clubs IL Express, IL Imas
and Lia IL, all based in Grimstad. All
three clubs have extensive experience
of organising major orienteering races.

World Championships
Race Programme
Monday 11 August:
Classic distance - qualification
Tuesday 12 August:
Classic distance - final
Thursday 14 August:

Short distance -
qualification and final

Saturday 16 August:
Relay event

WHO ARE THE FAVOURITES?
SEE PAGES 6-8

1997 JUNIOR WORLD CHAMPIONS
Belgium, July 9-12

SHORT DISTANCE

Men, 5.00 km

Gold Jgrgen Rostrup NOR 23.31

Silver Rikard Gunnarsson SWE 23.33
Per Oberg SWE 23.33

Women, 4.20 km

Gold Hanna Heiskanen FIN 24.17
Silver Katerina Miksova CZE 24.43
Bronze Heli Jukkola FIN 24.46

RELAYS
Men

Gold Sweden 1 (Jonas Pilblad, Johan Modig, Per Oberg)
Silver Czech Rep. 1 (Lukas Prinda, Michal Horacek, Vladimir Lucan)
Bronze Slovakia 1 (Frantisek Libant, Igor Patras, Marian Davidik)

Women

Gold Sweden 1 (Emma Engstrand, Jenny Johansson, Catarina Asp)

CLASSIC DISTANCE

Men, 11.92 km

Gold Johan Modig SWE 1.00.51

Silver Vladimir Lucan CZE 1.03.33

Bronze Marian Davidik SVK 1.04.10

Women, 7.82 km

Gold Simone Luder SUI 53.36

Silver Hanna Heiskanen FIN 54.42

Bronze Regula Hulliger SUI 56.00
2.09.42
2.14.34
2.14.51
2.06.59

Silver Czech Rep. 2 (Zuzana Macuchova, Vendula Klechova, Michaela Skoumalova)

Bronze Switzerland 1 (Sara Wegmueller, Regula Hulliger, Simone Luder)

2.10.47
2.11.33



On The Elite Trail

Borg and Valstad Lead

World Rankings

In the build-up to the World Championships, Katarina Borg (Sweden) and
Bjgmar Valstad (Norway) are the leaders in the world ranking lists which are
being trialled for the first time this year. Both have achieved several impressive
results in the spring and early summer international races. Whereas Valstad has
a clear lead in the men’s rankings, Borg is the first of five closely spaced leaders

in the women’s list.

MEN’S RANKINGS
1. Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 98,102
2. Petter Thoresen NOR 96,720
3. Kjetil Bjgrlo NOR 96,534
4. Jorgen Martensson SWE 95,848
5. Johan Ivarsson SWE 94,874
6. Allan Mogensen DEN 94,356
7. Rudolf Ropek CZE 94,258
8. Carsten Jgrgensen DEN 94,197
9. Havard Tveite NOR 94,064
10. Janne Salmi FIN 93,628
WOMEN’S RANKINGS
1. Katarina Borg SWE 99,754
2. Gunilla Svird SWE 99,677
3. Hanne Staff NOR 98,950
4. Johanna Asklof FIN 97,071
5. Hanne Sandstad NOR 97,040
6. Cecilia Nilsson SWE 94,826
7. Marie-L. Romanens SUI 94,386
8. Marlena Jansson SWE 94,197
9. Katja Honkala FIN 94,174
10. Heather Monro GBR 93,874

Katarina Borg - leading women’s rankings
photo: Lukas Jenzer

Lists are updated to 13th July. The scores for this trial ranking list have been worked out
by Bo Simonsen using the formula given on page 15 of the June issue of OW. Results in
IOF Elite Events, the Park World Tour and other major international races in 1997 have
been used together with a score from an analysis of 1996 races. The full lists include

2,570 men and 1,058 women.

Park World Tour - round 2
Showtime in
Jyviskyli

he second round of this year’s Park

World Tour took place in the central
Finland town of Jyvaskyld, the day before
the Venla and Jukola Relays. The event
was televised live on Finnish TV2, with
the programme lasting 90 minutes. Enter-
tainment was provided before the races by
anumber of well-known former ski-racers
taking part in the ‘Karpaasi Show’.

The serious business took place over a
2.6km course with 100m climb using a
1:5,000 scale map. Winner of the wom-
en’s race was Gunilla Svird of Sweden, 8
seconds quicker than home runner Johanna
Asklof (née Tiira), with Heather Monro

third. Dane Carsten Jgrgensen completed
the course in 11.45 compared to the plan-
ner’s estimate of 15 minutes, 7 seconds

faster than Finn Janne Salmi; the surprise

of the day was the 3rd place achieved by
former Junior World Champion Gabor
Domonyik from Hungary.

Leading results - Men: 1. Carsten Jgrgensen
DEN 1145, 2. Janne Salmi FIN 11.52, 3.
Gabor Domonyik HUN 11.54, 4. Petter
Thoresen NOR 11.59, 5. Kjetil Bjgrlo NOR
12.00, 6. Jorgen Martensson SWE 12.02, 7.
Timo Karppinen FIN 12.04, 8= Grant Bluett
AUS & Mikael Bostrom FIN 12.11, 10. Allan
Mogensen DEN 12.12. Women: 1. Gunilla
Svard SWE 13.53, 2. Johanna Asklof (Tiira)
FIN 14.01, 3. Heather Monro GBR 14.19, 4=
Katja Honkala FIN & Hanne Sandstad NOR
14.23, 6. Killi Kaljus EST 14.26, 7. Vroni
Konig SUI 14.34, 8. Hanne Staff NOR 14.45,
9. Anniina Paronen FIN 14.46, 10. Lucie Bohm
AUT 14.51.

Park World Tour - round 3

Svird’s Huge Win

n Flisa, Norway on 26th June, the 1996

World Cup Champion Gunilla Svird
from Sweden produced a top-class per-
formance to win the third round of the Park
World Tour by 27 seconds - a huge margin
for this kind of event. By contrast, just 2
seconds separated the two Danes Allan
Mogensen and Carsten Jgrgensen at the
head of the men’s results.

This was Gunilla Svérd’s second win in
succession, giving her a 3-point lead in the
overall rankings over the consistently high-
placed Finn Johanna Askl6f. Heather Monro
from Britain is in 3rd position, 17 points
further behind. Carsten Jgrgensen leads the
men’s rankings with an 11-point advantage
over Kjetil Bjgrlo of Norway.

Leading Results - Men: 1. Allan Mogensen
DEN 14.31, 2. Carsten Jgrgensen DEN 14.33, 3.
Yuri Omeltchenko UKR 14.38, 4. Kjetil Bjgrlo
NOR 14.42, 5. Petter Thoresen NOR 14.45, 6.
Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 14.51, 7. Janne Salmi FIN
14.53, 8=Chris Terkelsen DEN & Rudolf Ropek
CZE 15.02, 10. Bernt Bjgrnsgard NOR 15.09.
Last year’s overall winner, J6rgen Martensson,
was 13th. Women: 1. GunillaSvird SWE 17.28,
2. Johanna Asklof FIN 17.55, 3. Marie-Luce
Romanens SUI 18.00, 4. Marlena Jansson SWE
18.01, 5. Kiilli Kaljus EST 18.04, 6. Hanne
Sandstad NOR 18.10, 7. Heather Monro GBR
18.11, 8. Dorte Dahl DEN 18.15, 9. Cecilia
Nilsson SWE 18.32, 10. Reeta-Mari Kolkkala
FIN 18.45.

Park World Tour -
Standings after Race 3
Women

1 Gunilla Svird SWE 63
2 Johanna Asklof FIN 60
3 Heather Monro GBR 43
4 Hanne Staff NOR 37
5 Hanne Sandstad NOR 31
6 Dorte Dahl DEN 24
6 Kiilli Kaljus EST 24
8 Marlena Jansson SWE 23
8 Marie-L Romanens SUI 23
10 Reeta-M Kolkkala FIN 21
Men
1 Carsten Jgrgensen DEN 56
2 Kjetil Bjgrlo NOR 45
3 Janne Salmi FIN 44
3 Allan Mogensen DEN 44
5 Jorgen Martensson SWE 40
6 Petter Thoresen NOR 37
i Rudolf Ropek CZE 27
8 Yuri Omeltchenko UKR 21
9  Gabor Domonyik HUN 18
10 Mikael Bostrom FIN 15







