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Triathlon European -
Championships 1997
July 4 - 6, 1997
Vuokatti, Finland

For more information please contact
your travel agent or local Finnair office:
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Editorial

t open events in my neck of the
woods, orienteering would
appear to the passing public as a sport
mainly for veterans and families, with

the participants having a wide range
of fitness and also attitude - from the
highly competitive to the purely
recreational. These last two features
are fine, showing that orienteering
continues to appeal to and cater for all
standards. The worrying element is
the lack of youngsters and athletes in
their prime.

It’s not that there are no youngsters
orienteering; in another wood in our
region there may well be a schools
league event taking place with over
200 young people keenly completing
their courses. What we’re failing at is
getting these kids into mainstream
orienteering - the fault of the clubs,
which often have no youth policy
whatever: no youth coach, no youth
activity and social programme, no
arrangements for young people to get
to events.

In another neck of some other woods
I know, the situation is different. The
local club has an excellent youth
policy and a devoted youth coach.
But there is hardly any orienteering in
the local schools, despite the exist-
ence of purpose-drawn school and
local area maps. So the club has no
base to draw on, and almost all the
young people in the club are the
children of older members.

Universities and colleges with
orienteering clubs have shown that
here there is a considerable potential
source of new, keen, fit orienteers.
Yet in many O-nations there are quite
large universities with no O-club;
new initiatives to form clubs and start
inter-college competition could yield
considerable benefits for our sport.

In many established orienteering
nations the number of young
orienteers has dwindled alarmingly in
recent years, as competition from
other pursuits hots up. Co-ordinated
activity on several fronts can combat
this trend, as has been well demon-
strated in a few locations, whereas
isolated initiatives as described above
are not enough. Perhaps the centenary
of orienteering could be marked by
the start of a new campaign to attract
many more young people to orien-
teering - and keep them.

Clive Allen
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Zoo Setting for First
Park World Tour Race

Martensson and Staff gain first-round victories

Leopards and tigers were among the 5,000 spectators at the first Park World Tour
event of 1997, which took place in the zoo park at Eskilstuna, Sweden on the day
before Tio-mila. And it was 1996 champion J6rgen Méartensson who made the best
possible start to his 1997 campaign with victory by one second over the Czech Rudolf
Ropek, writes Christer Svensson. Norwegian star Hanne Staff won the women’s race.

Winning smiles from Hanne Staff and Jorgen Mdrtensson in Eskilstuna
photos: Christer Svensson

This year there are eight events inthe PWT
series, which is again sponsored by
Eriksson Mobile Phones, with the final in
Venice in early October. The total prize-
money available is 500,000 Swedish
kronor. A group of elite runners from 20
nations have been invited to compete in all
the events, supplemented by some ‘wild
cards’ at individual venues.

The men’s and women’s races were run
over the same course of 3 km with 24
controls, with expected winning times of
12 minutes (men) and 15 minutes (women).

The women’s race started one hour before
themen’s. The event was covered on Swed-
ishradio and TV and also Norwegian TV;
the radio sports programme transmitted
the whole event.

The second race in the series takes place in
the Finnish town Jyvéaskyld on 13th June,
the day before the Jukola and Venla Re-
lays, and will be televised as a direct
broadcast (95 minutes) on Finnish TV2.
You can also bet on the winners; as last
year, the race is on the betting list of the
Finnish Betting Agency.

Women’s race
winner
Hanne Staff
being interviewed
by Swedish TV

" after the
Park World Tour
race
in Eskilstuna




FULL RESULTS

MEN: 1. Jérgen Martensson SWE 12.22, 2.
Rudolf Ropek CZE 12.23, 3. Kjetil Bjgrlo NOR
12.26, 4. Janne Salmi FIN 12.28, 5. Allan
Mogensen DEN 12.42, 6. Carsten Jgrgensen
DEN 12.43, 7. Petter Thoresen NOR 12.47, 8. park
Per Ek SWE 12.51, 9. Mikael Bostrom FIN

12.55, 10. Bernt Bjgrnsgaard NOR 13.03, 11. | | World Tour
Peter Jacobsson SWE 13.08, 12. Niclas Jonasson
SWE 13.12, 13. Edgaras Voveris LTU 13.17,
14. Sixten Sild EST 13.18, 15. Grant Bluett AUS
13.19, 16. Hakan Eriksson SWE 13.24, 17. Yuri
Omeltchenko UKR 13.28, 18. Valentin Novikov
RUS 13.43, 19. Timo Karppinen FIN 13.46, 20.
Alain Berger SUI 13.48, 21. Pierpaolo Corona
ITA 13.59, 22. Gabor Domonyik HUN 14.04,
23. Johan Karlsson SWE 14.08, 24. Maricel
Olaru ROM 17.27. Kenneth Cederberg FIN
mis-punched.

WOMEN: 1. Hanne Staff NOR 15.03, 2.
Johanna Asklof FIN 15.22, 3. Heather Monro
GBR 15.43,4. Dorte Dahl DEN 15.46, 5. Gunilla
Svird SWE 15.51, 6= Cecilia Nilsson SWE &
Reeta-Mari Kolkkala FIN 15.52, 8. Marlena
Jansson SWE 15.58, 9. Jana Cieslarova CZE
16.01, 10. Marie-Luce Romanens SUI 16.07,
11. Hanne Sandstad NOR 16.13, 12= Annika
Zell SWE & Sanna Nymalm FIN 16.19, 14.
Katarina Borg SWE 16.20, 15. Anette Granstedt
SWE 16.23, 16= Kirsi Tiira FIN & Anniina
Paronen FIN 16.46, 18= Frauke Schmitt-Gran
GER & Kiilli Kaljus EST 17.00, 20. Anna Garin
ESP 17.07, 21. Anna Bogren SWE 17.08, 22.
Emma Dahlstedt SWE 18.18. Torunn Fossli
Sathre NOR mis-punched; Lucie BsShm AUT &
Yvette Hague GBR retired.

Customary Water Splash

The public was allowed into the zoo free of charge
for the races, which had their start and finish near
the centre of the zoo complex and covered a huge
variety of terrain, including the now customary
water splash (beware of crocodiles!) at control 15.
Two exciting races resulted in 15 men within a
minute of the winner; the women’s race was less
close but just as hard fought.

Heather Monro braves the crocodiles
in Eskilstuna zoo







