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ACTIVITIES

If the sun draws you out into
the open air, that is where
Finland comes in.

Finland's wide open space,
with vast woods and endless
lakes, is your typical
playground if you are the
sporting kind.
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Editorial

Enough research has been under-
taken now to give us a pretty
clear idea about the kinds of people
who go orienteering. Perhaps it is
equally important to think about the
categories who, by and large, don’t -
because the particular outlook and
skills which they possess are there-
fore likely to be in short supply
within our ranks.

For example, not many media people
seem to go orienteering. Many clubs
have no-one amongst their member-
ship with a media background, and so
publicity and news opportunities for
the club and the sport go begging.
Very few events make the most of
their media or spectator potential, and
the exceptions stand out - for exam-
ple, the Veteran World Cup in
Tasmania and the annual Danish
Spring Cup.

It is of course quite right that achiev-
ing the best possible technical and
organisational standards at our events
takes first priority. And these are
matters with which we are familiar,
so naturally they come foremost in
our thinking. This situation occurs at
club, national and IOF levels. It is at
the IOF level, however, where the
overall aims and objectives for our
sport are set down and strategies
devised to achieve them, and one
such aim is a higher world-wide
profile for orienteering.

Some moves are being made towards
that end: the new IOF Elite Events
and a world ranking list will help to
sharpen the focus on our stars. But
the IOF has a broader role: in dis-
seminating information, in assisting
the efforts of the technology special-
ists, and in education and support to
help national federations in their
media efforts.

Who can best undertake this broader
role? The pursuit of a higher profile
doesn’t come easily to most of us, so
a new IOF committee, made up of the
most experienced and innovative
media specialists we have, seems a
good answer. With a new era in
televised orienteering apparently just
over the horizon and the possibility of
Winter Olympics participation only 6
years hence, it is important that the
IOF has the right structure in place to
make the most of the opportunities
which arise.

Clive Allen

Barbro Ronnberg appointed
as new IOF Secretary Geneml

he Secretary General of the Finnish

Orienteering Federation, Barbro
Ronnberg, is the person appointed to suc-
ceed Lennart Levin, whoretires in August,
as Secretary General of the IOF. She takes
up post on 2nd September.

Until the end of the year she will work at
the present Secretariat office in Sollentuna,
Sweden; information on the longer-term
site of the Secretariat can be found below.

Barbro trained initially as an Advertising
Designer and worked as a secretary for a
furniture manufacturing company before
moving to the Lohja Corporation, a multi-
national company. Here her language skills
were put to good use in translation work;
brought up in a Swedish-speaking family,
she is fluent in Swedish, Finnish and Eng-
lish, ‘fair’ in German and also knows a
little Italian.

She joined the Finnish federation in 1983,
holding posts as Information Officer, Head
of Communications and Marketing Man-
ager before becoming Secretary General
in 1993. She became involved in interna-
tional matters when she became Marketing
Manager in 1990, where her main respon-
sibilities were for public relations and the
development and marketing of new ideas.

During this period she wrote guidelines on
media coverage and how to market orien-
teering. Personnel management, finance
and administration came under her control
as Secretary General.

Marketing Skills

Marketing is certainly one of her skills
which will be well used working for the
IOF, where better communications and
exposure for orienteering have been iden-
tified as key elements in the next stages of
IOF development. “It is my belief that

STOP PRESS
It was announced on 10th June that in
January 1997 the IOF will establish its
Secretariat in Helsinki, Finland.

“I am delighted. Helsinki will be an excel-
lent base for our worldwide activities.
Generous support from the Ministry of
Education and the Finnish Confederation
of Sports will assist the move, and the
Finnish Orienteering Federation are most
enthusiastic and have been very helpful
over the practical arrangements”, com-
mented IOF’s President, Sue Harvey.

creating a higher profile of orienteering
and of the IOF will be crucial in the fu-
ture”, says Barbro. “With Olympic
participation as an objective we need to
have greater media visibility”.

Reorganisation of IOF funding is another
area which Barbro sees as a high priority.
“I would like to try to change the structure
of the IOF budget in such a direction that
administration costs are kept at a mini-
mum and more funds can be allocated to
the committees - even if I am very well
aware of the fact that more money does not
necessarily mean better results”, she says.
Buying in some services which have hith-
erto been an integral part of Secretariat
activity is one strategy likely to be adopted
towards that end.

“Off I went ...”

Barbro, aged 45, was born in the little
village of Svartd in south-west Finland,
about 90 km from Helsinki. “T have always
been interested in all kinds of sports, even
if I have not been very competitive my-
self”, she says. Her main sport at school
was volleyball. She started orienteering in
1978: “I had a very stressful job at that
time and I just decided I had to find a sport
allowing me torelax and forget everything
about my job. I just bought a compass and
amap, read the instructions on how to use
the compass and off I went ...”.

A new initiative launched in a straightfor-
ward, uncomplicated way; no doubt the
IOF will soon be benefiting from a similar
approach as Barbro settles in to the federa-
tion’s top job at the end of the summer.



Martensson Masters
Lithuanian Contours

Less than a month after his
victory in M35 in the Vet-
eran World Cup in Spain,
Jorgen Martensson was back
in winning ways, this time in
the intricately contoured
Lithuanian forest of Juodkrante
at the first World Cup event of
1996 (see map on back inside
cover). He won by a convinc-
ing 1m 54s over 1993 World
Champion Allan Mogensen of
Denmark, with Bjgrnar Valstad
(Norway) third.

In Latvia 2 days later it was
Estonia’s Sixten Sild, 1991
WOC bronze medallist, who
came out on top, 1m 24s faster
than Carl Henrik Bjgrseth,
Norway. Third place was taken
by Rudolf Ropek, Czech Re-
public. Martensson’s 7th place
here was enough to put him at
the head of the points table
after the first round of World
Cup events.

Anette Granstedt, Sweden was

Jorgen
Martensson -
on winning
form in
Lithuania

photo taken
at WOC 95
by
Berit Pehrson

WORLD CUP EVENT 1 - LITHUANIA

LEADING RESULTS

MEN, 14.3km.: 1. Jorgen Martensson SWE 71.40, 2. Allan Mogensen
DEN 73.34, 3. Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 74.28, 4. Mikael Bostrom FIN
75.04, 5. Edgaras Voveris LTU 75.15, 6. Timo Karppinen FIN 75.38,
7. Rudolf Ropek CZE 76.37, 8. Hakan Eriksson SWE 76.47, 9. Chris
Terkelsen DEN 76.57, 10. Sixten Sild EST 77.09, 11. Thomas Biihrer
SUI 77.16, 12=Johan Ivarsson SWE & Peter Jacobsson SWE 77.18,
14. Carsten Jgrgensen DEN 77.20, 15. Alexandre Mikhailov UKR
77.26, 16. Kenneth Cederberg FIN 77.44, 17. Per Ek SWE 77.48, 18.
Ants Grende LAT 78.01, 19. Valentin Novikov RUS 78.08, 20. Carl
Henrik Bjgrseth NOR 78.14, 21. Gabor Domonyik HUN 78.19, 22.
Igor Troukhan UKR 78.30, 23. Janne Salmi FIN 78.52, 24. Steven
Hale GBR 79.03, 25. Per Olaussen NOR 79.21.

WOMEN, 9.8 km.: 1. Hanne Staff NOR 61.13, 2. Anette Granstedt
SWE 61.35, 3. Yvette Hague GBR 63.38, 4. Natalia Pletneva RUS
64.00. 5. Gunilla Svird SWE 64.01, 6. Sanna Turakainen FIN 64.22,
7. Marlena Jansson SWE 64.25, 8. Anna Bogren SWE 64.26, 9.
Johanna Tiira FIN 64.47, 10. Kirsi Tiira FIN 65.16, 11. Maria
Honzovda CZE 66.18, 12. Svetlana Gorbatenkova RUS 66.36, 13.
Maria Sandstrom SWE 66.40, 14= Anniina Paronen FIN & Heather
Monro GBR 66.46, 16. Elisabeth Ingvaldsen NOR 66.59, 17. Vroni
Koénig SUI 67.00, 18. Anke Xylander GER 67.09, 19. Kathi Widler
SUI 67.25, 20. Danute Mansson LTU 67.26, 21. Kulli Kaljus EST
67.52, 22. Anna Gornicka POL 67.59, 23. Gro Sandstad NOR 68.34,
24. Eija Koskivaara FIN 68.39, 25. Sabrina Meister-Fesseler SUI
68.41.

LEADING WORLD CUP SCORES
AFTER THE FIRST TWO ROUNDS

MEN:
1. Jorgen Martensson SWE 89
2. Sixten Sild EST 86
3. Rudolf Ropek CZE &4
4. Allan Mogensen DEN 80
5. Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 80
6. Thomas Biihrer SUI 78
7. Edgaras Voveris LTU 78
8. Carl H Bjgrseth NOR 73
9= Hakan Eriksson SWE 72
9= Peter Jacobsson SWE 72

WOMEN:
1. Anette Grandstedt SWE 97
2. Yvette Hague GBR 92
3. Gunilla Svird SWE 77
4. Marlena Jansson SWE 76
5. Anniina Paronen FIN 75
6. Heather Monro GBR 73
7. Maria Sandstrom SWE 71
8. Kulli Kaljus EST 70
9. Kirsi Tiira FIN 70

10. Vroni Konig SUI 68

the most successful woman in
the first round, second placed
in Lithuania and the winner in
Latvia. The first race was won
by 22 seconds by Norway’s
Hanne Staff, continuing her
very successful start to the sea-
son, with Yvette Hague (Great
Britain) third; Hague gained
second place in Latvia, 4m 44s
down on Granstedt, and Kulli
Kaljus helped give Estonian
supporters plenty to cheer about
by coming third.

The Latvian men’s race was
notable for the fact that nine
nationalities were represented
inthe firstten places; only Swe-
den achieved two placings in
the top ten. Not far behind - as
far as internationalisation goes
- was the women’s class: six
nations were represented
amongst the best seven com-
petitors. This time it was Great
Britain with the two placings.

World Cup Relay

In the men’s relay race held at
the same venue in Latvia, Den-
mark’s Carsten Jgrgensen set
the fastest time on the first lap,
with a one-second lead over
Latvia’s Janis Ozolins. The

early leaders could not main-
tain this form, however, and
strong runs from Hakan Eriks-
son and, inevitably, Jorgen
Mértensson, brought Sweden
into a comfortable first posi-
tion ahead of Finland, for whom
Kenneth Cederberg on last leg
had the fastest run of the day.
Norway showed strength in
depth with their two teams in
third and fourth positions.

Sweden’s women also tri-
umphed by 2m 21s ahead of
Norway, with Finland a further
2m25sback. Brigitte Wolf gave
Switzerland afirstleglead, with
Kulli Kaljus second for Esto-
niaand Sweden’s Gunilla Svérd
third, then Marlena Jansson and
Anette Granstedt’s determined
performances ensured an easy
victory for Sweden.

Best non-Scandinavian teams
in the men’s race were Latvia
and Great Britain in 5th and 6th
places; Switzerland’s World
Championships dominating
relay team could only manage
8th. The Swiss girls made up
for the men’s disappointment,
however, their two teams fin-
ishing 4th and 5th.



Fine Start for World Cup in

Lithuania and Latvia

The first three events reported by LENNART LEVIN

Nida, Lithuania

The first round of the 1996
World Cup took place in the
two southernmost Baltic coun-
tries in early May. I
unfortunately missed the first
individual race near Nida, LTU,
staged on the geologically
unique strip of land stretching
all along the Lithuanian coast
which leaves a well protected
lagoon on the ‘inside’.

Runners, coaches and specta-
tors coming to Latvia from this
first event were euphoric about
its organisation, maps, COUrses
- everything! Comments like

Sixten Sild, Estonia - winner

in Latvia  photo: author
‘one of the best World Cup
events ever’ were given by an
experienced World Cup
attender I chatted with. May I
say well done, event director
(and IOF Council member)
Rimantas Mikaitis and your
host of helpers!

(May I squeeze in here that I
recently received a brochure
dedicated to orienteering as part
of the Sport for All programme
inLithuaniain 1996. Three dig-
nitaries, all of them nicely
portrayed, proclaimed the ad-
vantages of orienteering as a
sport for young and old: the
IOC President, Marquis Juan
Antonio Samaranch, the Presi-
dent of the Lithuanian national
Olympic Committee, Mr.
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Arturas Poviliunas, and the
President of the Lithuanian
Orienteering Federation -
Rimantas! It is difficult to im-
agine promotion of orienteering
on a more grandiose scale, in
any IOF member country, than
provided by this document.)

Césis, Latvia

How did Latvia fare, compared
with the magnificent start in
Lithuania? Equally splendidly,
to tell you the truth! The early
13th century city of Césis, some
100 km north-east of Riga, was
the idyllic event centre for
events no. 2 (individual) and 3
(relay). Whether purely acci-
dental or not, Latvian school
children had an art contest over
the same weekend, with the
task of constructing 1-2m high
pyramids and adorning them
with all sorts of accoutrements:
paintings, flowers, balloons etc.
You saw them everywhere, all
over Césis. Imaynothave been
the only person who imagined
they were there just to wel-
come the World Cup
competitors.

The city authorities, in their
welcoming brochure, humbly
stated that they were aware that
Latvia cannot yet receive for-
eign visitors according to world
standards. The two orienteer-
ing events were certainly up to
world standard, with demand-
ing, fair courses on good maps
(despite the fact that abundant
snow had delayed field work
and production of the maps,
which arrived from the printer
only a few days before the
event). The finish area chosen
was ideal for the purpose, pro-
viding the spectators with a
marvellous view of alarge piece
of terrain.

The relay, having an interme-
diate control in the finish area,
became a fascinating drama
with different teams in the lead
from leg to leg. In all fairness,
though, it should be mentioned

that the sudden changes of po-
sition were an artefact, due to
the relatively big differences
between the same (‘forked’)
legs. As an example, Peter
Jacobsson, the Swedish firstleg
runner, finished almost 4 min-
utes after the leader. A bad day,
one mighthave thought. On the
contrary, he had an almost per-
fect run - it was just that his
course was comparatively
longer.

The events were covered by
local TV, whose footage was
bought by the London-based
TV company TWI (Trans
World International). The lat-
ter broadcast parts of the events
in 180 countries a couple of
days after the events!

The event director, Rodrigo
Slavinsh, President of the

SPONSORED
BY

= SKANSKA

Latvian Orienteering Federa-
tion, and all his helpers, are to
be congratulated. Rodrigo,
omnipresent during the days of
the events, kept everything un-
dercontrol viahis mobile phone
- I am convinced it was left on
his pillow, on line, for the few
hours he may have slept.

SKANSKA, main sponsor of
the first World Cup round, vis-
ited the Latvian World Cup
event. A bus-load of enthusias-
tic staff and workers from the
Riga plant enjoyed a palatable
barbeque - when they were not
cheering competitors punching
at the last control and rushing
towards the finish line.

All in all, a smashing start for
the 1996 World Cup! Now we
look forward to Sweden (30th
July) and Norway (3/4 August).

WORLD CUP EVENT 2 - LATVIA

LEADING RESULTS: MEN: 1. Sixten Sild EST 79.07, 2. Carl
Henrik Bjgrseth NOR 80.31, 3. Rudolf Ropek CZE 80.50, 4. Thomas
Biihrer SUI 80.55, 5. Valentin Novikov RUS 81.07, 6. Kenneth
Cederberg FIN 81.25, 7. Jorgen Martensson SWE 82.02, 8. Peter
Jacobsson SWE 82.07, 9. Edgaras Voveris LTU 82.24, 10. Yuri
Omeltchenko UKR 82.26, 11. Bjgrnar Valstad NOR 82.30, 12. Hikan
Eriksson SWE 82.46, 13. Allan Mogensen DEN 82.57, 14. Ants
Grende LAT 83.01, 15. Johan Ivarsson SWE 83.03, 16. Janne Salmi
FIN 83.31, 17. Steven Hale GBR 83.32, 18. Tommy Tolkkd FIN
84.04, 19. Chris Terkelsen DEN 84.08, 20. Libor Zridkavasely CZE
84.22, 21. Janusz Porzycz POL 84.40, 22. Stephen Palmer GBR
85.20, 23. Per Olaussen NOR 85.30, 24. Alar Viitmaa EST 86.08, 25.
Ivars Zagars LAT 86.11.
WOMEN: 1. Anette Granstedt SWE 60.57, 2. Yvette Hague GBR
64.41, 3. Kulli Kaljus EST 65.01, 4. Anniina Paronen FIN 65.08, 5=
Heather Monro GBR & Hanne Sandstad NOR 65.28, 7. Vroni Konig
SUI65.42, 8. Maria Sandstrom SWE 65.52, 9. Marlena Jansson SWE
66.14, 10. Gunilla Sviard SWE 66.26, 11. Anna Garin ESP 66.54, 12.
Kirsi Tiira FIN 67.09, 13. Lucie Bchm AUT 67.20, 14. Caterina Oberg
SWE 67.24, 15. Sabrina Meister-Fesseler SUI 67.35, 16. Jana
Cieslarova CZE 67.48, 17. Marie-Luce Romanens SUI 67.51, 18=
Brigitte Wolf SUI & Judith Keinath GER 67.55,20. Olga Jirsovd CZE
68.20, 21. Johanna Tiira FIN 68.38, 22. Reeta-Mari Kolkkala FIN
68.50,23. Anke Xylander GER 68.57, 24. Torunn Fossli Seethre NOR
69.08, 25. Svetlana Gorbatenkova RUS 69.13.

WORLD CUP RELAY RESULTS

MEN: 1. SWE (Peter Jacobsson, Hikan Eriksson, Jorgen Méartensson)
2.42.36, 2. FIN 2.43.52, 3. NOR2 2.44.20, 4. NOR 2.44.30, 5. LAT
2.46.11, 6. GBR 2.47.41, 7. CZE2 2.47.42, 8. SUI 2.48.19, 9. DEN
2.49.55, 10. CZE 2.50.28.

WOMEN: 1. SWE (Gunilla Svird, Marlena Jansson, Anette Granstedt)
2.18.00, 2. NOR 2.20.21, 3. FIN 2.22.46, 4. SUI 2.23.10, 5. SUI2
2.27.07,6.NOR22.28.05,7. SWE2 2.28.43, 8. CZE 2.28.51,9. RUS
2.29.28,10. RUS2 2.31.29.







