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Some people run around the block
Others don’t run around anything.

There are those whose
passion for beating a
challenge makes every
incline a dare. Whether it
demands running, pedaling
or hiking, they crave the
uphill battle. We see
them as a challenge to our
own passion for crafting
athletic shoes. And we’ve
replied with our outdoor
series. What makes them
unique? The unsurpassed
craftsmanship of KeSwiss.
A feature you’ll appreciate,
no matter which way you

get to the top.

Title Sponsor For The 1994 IOF World Cup Events.
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Editorial

The World Cup
Every Year?

t the forthcoming
IOF Congress in
Bulgaria, a couple

of hours or so will be devoted
to debate on the IOF Events
programme. A paper on the
subject included in the
Congress papers lists the
programme’s objectives as
seen by the Council (see
alongside) and then puts
forward five alternative
‘concepts’ for a new biennial
World Cup format which are
matched against the objec-
tives to assess the advantages
and disadvantages.

An events programme with a
high media profile is an
additional objective which
must not be lost sight of.
Only the IOF’s events with
their world-wide appeal can
attract really widespread
media attention. But media
coverage at national level can
only be good if opportunities
exist to report on the coun-
try’s orienteering ‘stars’ and
what they are achieving on
the international scene on a
relatively frequent and
regular basis during the
competition season; ideally, a
series of events leading to a
climax. And the basic
structure should be much the
same year after year, to
provide continuity and
familiarity.

In a World Championships
year, however, there is just
the one opportunity for the
international media to give
column space and screen time
to orienteering at the highest
level; for the rest of the year,
the world’s elite are of
limited interest to the media
because their competition
programmes are random and
uncoordinated. It is only
through the efforts of a few
enterprising clubs that we do
have a few elite- and media-
orientated international
competitions and series of
events such as the Nordic
Relay League.

To tackle this problem of
lower media interest every
other year we should surely
be examining the year-by-
year events programme as a
whole before looking at the
World Cup format in detail.

The key question is: should
we have the World Cup - and
perhaps also the World
Championships - every year?
This seems feasible if an
annual World Cup were
structured as a 3-stage series
consisting of, say, (1) some
events held on a broad
regional basis, (2) the elite
classes in a major world 5- or
6- day event (different each
year) and (3) the World Cup
Final. With this significant
development in the IOF
programme, the important
media objective of being able
to focus on a structured elite
season every year, along with

other objectives identified by
the Council, would be
achieved.

In the recent World Cup
round only 11 of the 39
eligible nations, and that
includes the 2 home coun-
tries, were able to field relay
teams of 3 in both men’s and
women’s classes; funds to
send teams on long trips
abroad remain critically
scarce in all but a small core
of nations. In any change a
clear development path for
poorer nations (the majority!)
must be identified. For
example, a minimum of one
person from each member
nation participating in the
regional rounds could qualify
to compete in the World Cup

income could be specifically
directed, using suitable
criteria, to ensure that the
qualifying representatives of
the poorest nations could
attend the Finals.

Any major change, decided at
the 1996 Congress, could not
come into effect before the
year 2000. If from that year
we could offer a standard
annual IOF events pro-
gramme (for media
continuity) and maybe also a
revised form of short distance
(with mass TV and crowd
appeal), our much-needed
sponsorship should be that
much easier to obtain - and
maybe the Olympic goal
could be sought after more
seriously too.

Finals. Some sponsorship Clive Allen
10F Event Programme Objectives

®)
{8)

The Council feels that the IOF event programme should:

he paper prepared for debate
10F Congress)

Support the Ski-O Olympic Project!

Enclosed with this issue of OW is the brochure produced to support the IOF’s application for
ski-orienteering to be in the Winter Olympics 2002. If you can use it to give publicity and
gain support for the Project, please do so; think about people you know who are actively
involved in the world of skiing, or companies manufacturing winter sports equipment or
clothing who might like to be associated with the Project.

If you get positive responses in these connections, please inform Lennart Levin, the IOF
Secretary General, who will also be pleased to supply more copies of the brochure if you can
help to get them into influential places.

Your Orienteering
World address label

This now shows, on the third
line down, right hand side,
the number of the final issue
paid for, e.g. ‘9406’ indicates
issue no. 6 in 1994.

Please inform Karin Tibbelin
at the IOF Secretariat if there
are any mistakes on the label.



Three Contrasting Races in First Round of World Cup

Tough Courses
in New Zealand

he Auckland orienteering

club were the organisers
of the first World Cup event of
1994, held on 3rd April. This
was a historic occasion; it was
the first time that a World Cup
event had been held in New
Zealand - although only at the
New Year New Zealand hosted
the Asia-Pacific Champion-
ships (APOC), just as big an
international event. It was also
the first time a New Zealander
has won a World Cuprace since
the competition started in 1986,
and this feat gained consider-
able coverage in the country’s
newspapers and on TV.

The event was held north of
Auckland in Woodhill Forest.
15 nations took part in this first
round, with 61 men and 55
women in all, and the event
was well carried out by the
organisers who provided a fine
eventcentre. The terrain proved
to be something of a nightmare
for many of the runners, one of
the hardestever provided in the
World Cup - almost jungle for
some 40% of the courses with
very slow runnability. This led
to winning times being some
15-20 minutes over-long in
both men’s and women’s
classes.

"My Dream Run"

It was 25-year-old Alistair
Landels who gave New Zea-
land a first-ever World Cup
win with a time of 104.12 over
the 10.8km course with 27 con-
trols. “My dream run”, said
Landels at the finish; his best
previously was a 4th place in
the Austrian World Cup event
in 1992. Based in the UK dur-
ing the past year, he won APOC
this year and also in 1992. It
had been a hard task forLandels
who had been picked out as
favourite before the race. Sec-
ond place went to Finland’s
Mika Kuisma and third to Johan
Ivarsson of Sweden.

The women’s class proved to
be an exhibition of the current
strength amongst the Swedish
women, with 24-year-old
Gunilla Svird winning in a time
of 85.47 (6.5km, 19 controls)
and Short Distance World
Champion AnnaBogren in sec-
ond place. Third was
Norwegian Torunn Fossli.

Native Forest

Runners had encountered only
a little of the so-called ‘native

Chris Terkelsen, DEN, deep in New Zealand native forest
photo: Lars V. Jgrgensen

forest’ in training runs and the
model event prior to the race.
The high contour detail cou-
pled with jungle-like terrain
which in parts was almost im-
possibletostruggle throughled
to many mistakes; as World
Champion Allan Mogensen put
it, “the whole time I had to
convince myself that the others

REPORTS BY
CHRISTER
SVENSSON

AND

DAVID HOGG

were also making errors, and
that this was one of those
strange World Cupraces where
a ten-minute error was no ca-
tastrophe”. Women’s race
winner Gunilla Svérd (over
13min/km) described the ter-
rain as “really frightful”,
probably the most difficult she
had ever run in.

A bedraggled Alistair Landels has the full attention of the TV crew as he

completes his winning run in Woodhill Forest
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Petr Vavrys (CZE) jumping
the creek to the last control
(photo: David Hogg)

anne’s win was comfort-

able for a short-course
event, 57 seconds ahead of Jana
Cieslarova of the Czech Re-
public, with Britain’s Yvette
Hague a further 14 seconds
back in third place.

The men’s result was closer,
with Britain’s Steve Hale pro-
ducing another outstanding
performance to finish just 8
seconds behind in second place
and the perennial J6érgen
Mértensson a further three sec-
onds back.

Sweden, Norway and Finland
filled most of the top ten places
in both classes, but there were
also pleasing results for two
young Danish orienteers, Chris
Terkelsen who was fourth in
the men’s race and Tenna

Norway’s Hanne Staff and Finland’s Janne Salmi
took the top places in the second event of the
1994 World Cup competition, a short course event held
inintricate ‘gold mining’ terrain on the edge of Ballarat,
one of the centres of Australia’s goldrush in the mid

nineteenth century.

Short Distance Race in Ballarat -

Technically Testing;
Superb for Spectators

Ngrgaard, 1993 JWOC Short
Course Champion, who was
ninth in the women’s race.

Australia’s Nicki Taws finished
eleventh to produce the host
nation’s best women’s result
ever in World Cup competi-
tion.

A novel feature of the semi-
finals, designed to discourage
following, was that the starters
did notknow which of the three
courses they were running.

Tenna Ngrgaard on the run-in
photo: Lars V. Jprgensen

These courses were distributed
randomly but fairly among the
three start lanes on which the
start-time draw was based.

The number of competitors was
fewer than for a comparable
event in Europe, with the east-
ern European nations in
particular sending small teams.
The formula used for calculat-
ing the number of A final
qualifiers restricted the field to
30 women and 36 men. No
nation managed to have its full
team qualify, the best result
being Finland with all six
women and five men in the A
finals.

Fine Detail

The map used for the competi-
tion was printed at a scale of
1:10,000. This was necessary
to show the fine detail of the
eroded gullies, ditches, steep

Ortenteering
World Cup 94

Ballarat - Victoria

earth slopes, pits and knolls left
from the last century when
thousands of miners dramati-
cally changed the ground’s
surface in their search for gold.

The ability to read the fine de-
tail, both on the map and in the
terrain, was critical for success.
While there were many tracks
that could be used for relocat-
ing (which is unusual in good
Australian terrain), the results
were so close that having to
relocate meant a significant
time penalty and a loss of sev-
eral places.

Ideal for Spectators

For Australians, it was the most
exciting orienteering event
since the 1985 World Champi-
onships. The finish of the final
was ideal for spectators with
the second last control on the A
Final courseslocated on a steep
slope in full view of the finish.

From there the spectators could
see the finishers as they fol-
lowed a track and then leapt
through a creek to the final
control at the end of the finish
chute. From the time when the
first starter, Finland’s Petri
Forsman, appeared at the top of
the slope, until the final placings
were decided shortly after
Jorgen Martensson (the third-
last starter) powered up the
finish chute, the atmosphere
was electric. The event was a
new experience for many of
the spectators in appreciating
the excitement of short course
orienteering.






