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Editorial
Young People and

Orienteering
Clive Allen

The three editions of Orienteer-
ing World so far this year have
all publicised events where in
one way or another the accent
has been on youth. One can im-
agine the thrilling experience it
musthave been for those young-
sters from the Baltic states and
beyond, to compete in the Baltic
Cup described and pictured on
page 9. A Resolution put to the
1992 IOF Congress called for
more international youth com-
petition, and of course every
nation can make a practical con-
tribution to promote this. But I
imagine that many nations will
feel that there are greater priori-
ties athome: to enable the maxi-
mum possible number of young
people to have the experience of
orienteering activity and com-
petition - feeling secure and con-
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fident, as stressed by Irina
Kuranova in her article on page
8 of this issue - must be a basic
development aim.

Orienteering is often labelled
‘the family sport’, and amongst
outdoor sports it is certainly
amongst the best in providing
healthy activity for all the fam-
ily - from grandparents to tod-
dlers. If one looks at the age
spectrum at the average Sunday
orienteering competition in
many countries, it can be seen
that the largest numbers of com-
petitors come in the ‘parents’
age classes and that most of the
youngsters taking part are their
sons and daughters.

No sport can thrive on family
involvement alone, though, and
schools, universities and youth
groups are all potential sources
of orienteering interest. The cost
of travel to events and high entry
fees are often cited as reasons
why, in some countries, few
groups from these sources at-
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tend club-organised events. In
lands where participation by
young people is regarded as a
high priority, however, itis seen
that it is possible to overcome
such problems.

The reader might like to check
his or her country’s standing
against the list below of orien-
teering provision for young peo-
ple, compiled from what hap-
pens in several countries. It’s
quite a long list! And I'm sure

some readers will come up with
additionstoit. Butevenin coun-
tries where one can place a tick
against most of these items, the
numbers making the transition
from the school O-scene to be-
come a regular club orienteer
can be quite small. To attract
individual juniors, O-clubs
should have a good junior social
activities programme, give help
withtransporttoevents,andhave
aCoachwithaspecial interestin
the non-O family juniors.
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AROUND THE WORLD

Norway and Finland on top in Ski-O

In the final positions in the 1993 Ski-O World Cup, Norway held top
three places in the men’s list whilst amongst the women, Finland
took five of the first eight places. Individual winners were Vidar
Benjaminsen and Arja Nuolioja. The King of Norway was among
the spectators at the final race at the splendid Holmenkollen setting
in Oslo. Full details are in the Ski-O section on page 17.

Tasmania Appoints Full-time
Development Officer

Following the success of the Veteran World Cup in Tasmania, the
Tasmanian Department of Tourism, Sport and Recreation is partly
funding a new post of Marketing and Development Manager for
Orienteering Tasmania. The person appointed is John Brock, who
was Event Director for the Veteran World Cup. John is a member of
the IOF Development & Promotion Committee.

Devolution in Fashion

The Canadian Federation has decided to give more control to its
provincial Associations by de-centralising individual membership
and money-raising policy. In future each Association will pay an
annual affiliation fee to COF. Britain may well follow suit; the
recent BOF Annual General Meeting agreed in principle to a re-
structuring proposal which will give greater identity to the England,
N.Ireland, Scotland and Wales Associations from the beginning of
199s.

Training Opportunities on Tenerife

The Canary Islands Orienteering Club, based on Tenerife, holds
monthly competitions between October and June and has good-
quality 1:15,000 maps of pine forest and upland areas available for
training camps. There are cheap charter flights to Tenerife from most
European countries and a wide variety of accommodation and
aprés-Q attractions available year-round. Information from COCAN,
Apartado de Correos 1287, 38080 Santa Cruz de Tenerife, Spain.

Summer Training in Bulgaria

From June 1st an inclusive package of training and competition
including accommodation and full board for clubs and teams is
offered at budget prices at the mountain centre Karandila, 950
metres above sea level in Eastern Bulgaria, or at Primorsko on the
Black Sea coast. Information from D Doytchev, 14 Dzerdjinski str.
app. 6A, 8800 Sliven, Bulgaria, tel. (359) 44 86230, fax (359) 44
82284.

Trail-O Grant in Great Britain

£25,000 has been granted to BOF by the U.K.'s Foundation for Sport
and the Arts to "assist with the cost of providing recreation and
competitive orienteering for specified sections of the disabled
community in a two year research and development programme".

Swedish Elite Back in Action

The Swedish Federation announced on 15th April that elite compe-
tition will re-start on 15th June and that Sweden will send a full team
to compete in the World Championships in October. See page 5.

Elite Results Round-up

The Spring Cup in Denmark in late March, featured in OW 93/2,
attracted a strong field of elite orienteers from many European lands.
The special classic race format with a couple-start (two runners
starting at the same time) and a map exchange, both by the spectator
area, proved a success and was shown on Danish TV. Winners were
Reeta-Mari Kolkkala, Finland and home runner Allan Mogensen.
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Reeta-Mari Kolkkala &Allan Mogensen - early-season winners (Kim Rud)
Steve Hale, second in the Spring Cup, went on to win the 2-day Jan
Kjellstrom Trophy in the U.K. at Easter. With Yvette Hague still
recovering from a winter injury, Heather Monro came first in both
the JK and the British Championships; in the latter, new men’s
champion is Dave Peel.

The Easter Australian 3-day winners this year were Georgina
Macken and Warren Key. Australia won 12 of the 13 classes in the
1993 Australia-New Zealand challenge.

Winners of Poland’s Long-distance Championships were Barbara
Baczek and Miroslaw Szczurek, both of the Krakow club. The
same event in the Czech Republic was won by Libor Zridkavesely
and Jana Cieslarova, the latter running 16.7km at 5.46 min. per km.

Franz Neuhold, Austria

Austrian orienteering has to record a great loss, reports Martin
Fiirnkranz. On March 6th Franz Neuhold, one of Austria’s most
skilled workers in orienteering, was killed by a falling concrete
ceiling whilst working in the house of a friend. Neuhold has
primarily become well-known because of his excellent map-making
and as a course planner and chief organiser of national and regional
events. But he also helped develop school orienteering (although he
was not a teacher but a military officer), he led his Eastern Styrian
club HSV Feldbach, and last but not least he was an active orienteer
with many successes in his senior age group.

Saying goodbye to our orienteering world far too early at the age of
only 37, he leaves a wife and two children. On March 10 he was
buried near Feldbach where the President of the Styrian Orienteering
Federation made a fine speech paying tribute to the late Franz. Many
more orienteers came there to guide this great man on his last
journey. In our memory Franz Neuhold will always stay alive.



IOF President HEINZ TSCHUDIN has announced that
this Congress period, ending with the Congress in Bulgariain
June 1994, will be his final one as President. Here, in an
mterview with Clive Allen, he speaks about various aspects

of

The IOF's Role in the Future

You are now into what you have announced is your last Congress
period as President. What are your main aims and ambitions for
this period up to the 1994 Congress?

A six-year term to serve in a certain function in a federation seems
to me to be an ideal time. It is not too short to change things and it
is not too long to get burned out.

When I started my term in 1988, we had our vision of how
orienteering should develop up to the year 2000. And we started with
our first experiments in short distance O. By that time we could
anticipate a recession to come, but we could not expect the fast
collapse of the Soviet Empire, with its associated changes for the
IOF.

For the remaining 18 months to come the Council has started to
review the Long-term Plan. As aresult of this exercise the following
are our aims:

- first of all, to intervene wherever necessary to ensure fair and
demanding IOF competition on a high level.

- to get Congress approval for the revised Long-term Plan - one
which will reflect the new requirements for more flexibility in the
IOF governing body and for more concentration in our work. The
major changes are planned in the working structure, where I would
like to establish a project-oriented structure beside the more tradi-
tional technical committees.

- to have a solid but flexible fund-raising system in place in order to
finance a selective but professional event controlling system which
will ensure high-level competitions for our best athletes - and to be
able to provide travel support for top athletes from the lesser
countries.

-in the longer term, to lay down the ground rules for a more attractive
international event programme - more attractive for the top athletes
as well as more attractive for the media - and by that measure
improve the status of orienteering in the world of sport.

The ever-changing situation in Eastern Europe provides new
problems and opportunities for the IOF and the member countries
concerned. How do you think that the great wealth of talent and
experience in these lands can best be encouraged and helped to
Jlourish and play a full and active part in the international O-
world? \

It was at the famous Ilvestade relay in Estonia in 1988 where I
realised that this is just another world of orienteering with more than
15 ‘countries’ participating; different cultures, different language
- just like the IOF. )
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Those talented experts and their ideas could be a great asset for the
IOF. We face two problems: firstly, they have been educated in a
different world with different basic rules. We have to learn first from
each other and to understand each other before we can start a
constructive co-operation. And then there is a financial issue.

By placing more and more IOF meetings in these countries, I hope
we will be able to use this talent and expertise after a learning phase
as described above.

The World Cup has given elite runners a much-improved interna-
tional programme over the last few years. What do you see as the
most important priority for the development of orienteering at
world-class level in the future?

We have to make sure that the events we now offer at the IOF level
are professionally planned, controlled and executed and that they are
placed in an environment which offers attractions to the media and
therefore to potential sponsors. The task is almost impossible if you
also take into consideration the need to minimise the costs! But
anyhow we will try!

Referring to Petter Thoresen’s article in OW 93/2 - who, by the way,
expresses basically what we would all like to work for - I must point
out that there is, I believe, a fundamental problem in televising our
top elite class while they are running in very tough terrain. Without
being an orienteer you cannot understand why he or she is taking the
particular decisions you can see on the screen.

What do you believe a new or small orienteering nation should
Place as its main priorities for growth and development, and what
do you see as the IOF’s role in supporting them?

The first priority should be to broaden the basic experience of the
sport. Anew small federation should have atleast 2, preferably more
great ‘believers’ and promoters of orienteering in the universities, in
schools, in the boy scouts or other social groups, and maybe in the
military. The IOF s role could be to help them in the area of mapping
as well as in how to organise small events by giving them some
practical advice. These are the basics. More may be dependent on
individual links to other federations and/or individuals.

The IOF should also spend some time in analysing the basic stimulus







