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Editorial

riting in Orienteering North

America, Jack Lee of Ontario,
Canada, describes what he believes is
the public face of orienteers. We are
seen, he says, as:
“a group of people who race freneti-
cally through the woods with no
notice of our surroundings; a contra-
diction to the peace of the forest and
its pace of life; people who trample
vegetation, frighten wildlife and
disrupt tranquillity; people who bring
the ‘rush’ of everyday life to the
woods.”

“Times, placing, minutes per km. are
held up as measures of success, yet
they mask the true attractions of a
unique activity”, he argues. “It is
adventure in the woods which is at
the true heart of orienteering. The
experience is for anyone, at any level
of expertise. The element of a
navigation race adds spirit to the
adventure”.

As Jack Lee sees it, orienteering first
requires an adventure mentality, not a
race mentality. Individuals whose
first love is racing will seldom be
attracted to orienteering. Racers like
the predictability of the race - set
distances, time targets and records.
Runners don’t like surprises that
change the conditions of the race;
they like to be in control, he says.

Orienteering is an exceptionally
difficult sport to market and create
clear images of. To get into the
Olympic Games, we must project the
highly competitive element of the
sport with its great technical and
physical challenge. But to attract
more people into orienteering, it is
often the adventure and recreational/
family aspects which are regarded as
more important, as illustrated by
Sweden which has just embarked on a
major new initiative in this direction -
Naturpasset (see page 14).

The two images are strongly contrast-
ing - in some ways it is almost two
different sports that we try to pro-
mote. At our weekend orienteering
meets the two come together, and all
participants could be branded with the
public face described at the head of
this column. Maybe if we put more
emphasis on adventure rather than
time in our marketing and image-
shaping, our public face could change
for the better?

Clive Allen

Preview: The Top World Events in 1998

World Cup First Round -
Ireland and England

he World Cup bandwagon gets under

way in late May with classic races and
arelay in beautiful County Kerry in Ire-
land, based on the town of Killarney. The
events are sponsored by the Letterpost
Division of An Post, the Irish mail service.
On Friday 22 May the classic distance
qualification race will determine the run-
ners in the A, B and C finals the following
day; a competitor qualified for the A final
or placed 1st to 10th in the B final then
secures a place for his or her federation in
the A race of the classic distance event in
England the following week.

Hilly, rough open mountainside will be
used for the classic races, and hilly mixed
forest with some parkland for the relay on
Monday 25 May. The first two days’ ven-
ues will be used immediately after the
World Cup races for the Shamrock O-
Ringen 3-day event which this year

celebratesits 10th anniversary (see advert.
in OW 98/1).

The forested surroundings of Lake Wind-
ermere in the English Lake District
provide the venues for a classic distance
race on Thursday 28 May and a short
distance qualification and final on Satur-
day and Sunday, 30 and 31 May. The
terrain is mainly fast runnable but often
steep, with much rock and contour detail -
perhaps the best orienteering terrain in
England, but rather different from the ter-

. rain which can be expected at the World

Championships in Scotland next year. A
novel feature of transport to the Sunday
eventis a boat journey across Lake Wind-
ermere. There are also open races on the
Saturday and Sunday nearby.

The Sportident punching system will be
used at all the first round World Cup races.

The 1998 World Cup

Event Date Type, Venue
1 22-23 May  Classic, IRL
2 25 May Relay, IRL
3 28 May Classic, GBR
4 30-31 May Short, GBR
S 20-24 July = 5-Days O-Ringen,

SWE
6 12 Sept Relay, POL
7 14-15 Sept  Classic, POL
8 17 Sept Classic, SVK
9 19-20 Sept ~ Short, SVK

10 26-27 Sept  Classic, EST

11 29 Sept Relay, EST

12 1 Oct Short, FIN

13 3 Oct Classic, FIN

Each federation may enter up to 6 women
and 6 men in each individual competi-
tion, and up to 2 women’s and 2 men’s
teams, each with 3 runners, in each relay.

4 Rules on Internet D

The Rules for IOF Events and the Spe-
cial Rules for the 1998 World Cup can
be found on the IOF's web site on
keying http://www.orienteering.org/
\Publications/W CSPECIA .htm /

The World Cup

Scoring System
For the individual races -

The 45 best placed competitors of the A

final or the A race in each class obtain
points as follows: 50, 47, 45, 43, 41, 40,
39,... 3,2, 1. In B finals or B races the five
best competitors obtain points as follows:
5,4, 3,2, 1. In the A race of event 13
(classic distance in FIN) each of the 45
best competitors is given 3 points extra.
The competitors placed 46th, 47th and
48th obtain 3,2 and 1 points. The points in
the B race remain unchanged.

In the individual World Cup each com-
petitor’s 6 best results out of the 10
individual competitions count for the com-
petitor’s total score.

For the Relay World Cup -
Inevent 2 (relay in IRL) and event 6 (relay
in POL), the 15 best teams in each class
obtain points as follows: 20,17,15,13, 11,
10,9, ...3,2, 1. Forthe allocation of points,
only the better placed team from each
federationis considered. Inevent 11 (relay
in EST), each of the best 15 teams is given
3 points extra. The teams placed 16th, 17th
and 18th obtain 3, 2 and 1 points.

In the Relay World Cup for the first firne,
each federation’s results in all 3 relay
competitions count for the total score.



World Cup Favourites

CLIVE ALLEN takes a look at current form and tries to
predict the winners after what seems likely to be the most
intensive ever season of elite competition

In the last World Cup in 1996 the Cham-
pions were Gunilla Svird and Johan
Ivarsson from Sweden, with Sweden’s
Marlena Jansson and J6rgen Martensson
taking second places. Will the World Cup
again be dominated by Sweden in 19987

Chris Terkelsen - here amongst the bicycles
in Hong Kong in the Park World Tour - is
aiming high in the 1998 World Cup
photo: Erik Borg

Gunilla Svérd Strongest

Of these four runners, Gunilla Svérd has
made the strongest start to the season with
impressive performances in the Park World
Tour in Asia, and can be expected to hold
a high position in the World Cup again at
the end of the year. Johan Ivarsson may be
more pre-occupied with family matters
this year, and Jgrgen Martensson has had
an early set-back in his training with a
stress-related leg injury.

Runners who could reach the top this year
in the women’s list include Lucie B6hm
AUT, Marie-Luce Romanens SUI and
Sabrina Meister SUI Lucie Béhm’s plans
have been set back a little by an arm injury
sustained in the Park World Tour race in
Hong Kong. Hanne Staff NOR is the best
female orienteer in the world at present
and may well succeed in proving this yet
again, but she was well beaten by an in-
form Yvette Hague (GBR) at the Spring
Cup. Yvette will certainly be going for
victory on home ground in May. Other
Scandinavians who can be expected to
make their mark this year include Anette
Granstedt SWE and Johanna Askl5f FIN.

Valstad Consistent

Bjgrnar Valstad NOR had an impressively
consistent season in 1997 and could be-
come the 1998 men’s World Cup
champion. His closest challengers could
be Mikael Bostrom FIN and Thomas
Biihrer SUI, but current classic distance
World Champion Petter Thoresen NOR
mustbe rated very highly if he competes in
all the races, whilst Denmark’s Chris
Terkelsen and Finland’s Timo Karppinen
and Janne Salmi will have set their sights
on a top placing too. Rudolf Ropek CZE
has speed and strength and a lot of confi-
dence after his PWT successes, and will be
fancying his chances on the more runnable
terrains.

Relay Tips

World Championship Men’s Relay win-
ners Denmark must be fancied to take top
position in this year’s World Cup, espe-
cially if Carsten Jgrgensen makes himself
available for these races rather than taking
up a full-time track racing schedule for the
season. They will be challenged strongly
by all the other Scandinavian nations, but
it is difficult to see the strength in depth
which will bring any other nation near the
medals podium this year.

Sweden could well repeat their 1996 suc-
cess in the women’s event, with Finland
and Switzerland the strongest challengers.

s -

Heading for victory alongside the Ming
Tombs in China - Sabrina Meister,
Switzerland photo: Erik Borg

Czech Republic Hosts
World Masters Event

his year’s World Masters Orienteering

Championships forM/W 35 and above,
centrally placed in Europe at Novy Bor, 90
km from Prague in the Czech Republic, is
expected to attractrecord participation with
many runners from eastern European lands
taking part. The terrain is typical European
continental forest, but with the addition of
massive sandstone pillars and boulders
which give the area a unique character. The
usual format of 2 qualification days and a
Finals day applies, the event being held
from 2-5 July.

WMOC 2000 Brochure
Available in May

A ‘very memorable’ visit is assured by the
organisers of WMOC 2000 in New Zea-
land, where the events will be centred on
Palmerston North, North Island. The bro-
chure andregistration form will be available
in May from WMOC 2000, P.O. Box 180,
Feilding, New Zealand, fax +64 6 323 0822
or e-mail wmoc2000@xtra.co.nz

2002 WMOC Likely to be

Held in Australia

The IOF Council decided at its January
meeting to incorporate the WMOC into the
World Masters Games every fourth year.
The rationale for this decision is given in
Sue Harvey’s President’s Column on page
12 of this issue. The first occasion when
this link can be made is in 2002, when the
World Masters Games will be held in Mel-
bourne, Australia.

JWOC in France

he season for the world’s top juniors

peaks in July with the Junior World
Championships, this year scheduled for
13-17 July based on Reims in the north-
eastern part of France. Federations can
enter up to 6 women and 6 men in classes
W20 and M20, with 3 running in the
classic distance classes. The top 10 fed-
erations of the 1997 JWOC team
competition result (separately evaluated
for women and men) may enter an addi-
tional competitor in both classes. Each
federation can enter two 3-person relay
teams in each class.

The programme is:

Mon. 13 July Opening Ceremony
Tues 14 July Classic Distance
Wed 15 July Short Qualification
Thur 16 July Short Distance Final
Fri 17 July  Relay

Details: http://ourworld.compuserve.com/
homepages/FFCO/






