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ACTIVITIES

If the sun draws you out into
the open air, that is where
Finland comes in.

Finland's wide open space,
with vast woods and endless
lakes, is your typical
playground if you are the

sporting kind.

Contact your specialist travel
agent or your local Finnair office:

AMSTERDAM
ATHENS
BANGKOK
BARCELONA
BEIJING
BERLIN
BOSTON
BRUSSELS
BUDAPEST
COPENHAGEN
DUSSELDORF
FRANKFURT
GENEVA
GOTHENBURG
HAMBURG
HELSINKI
ISTANBUL
KIEV

LONDON
MANCHESTER
MALAGA
MILAN
MOSCOW
MUNICH

NEW YORK

PETROZAVODSK
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ROME
ST.PETERSBURG
SINGAPORE
STOCKHOLM
STUTTGART
SYDNEY
TALLINN

TOKYO
TORONTO
VIENNA

VILNIUS
WARSAW
WASHINGTON
ZURICH

020) 3316 4010
01) 325 5234
(02) 679 6671
(93) 478 3878
E ) 512 7180
030) 885 4131
(617) 482 4952
Eo ) 218 2838
01) 117 4022
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9321 4556
(06) 347 0888
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Editorial

he two items on this page
which have leftrather lim-
ited space for this issue’s
Editorial look very differentbut

arein fact closely inter-related. .

Ski-orienteering is still await-
ing a decision on whether or
not it will have a place in the
programme of the 2002 Winter
Olympics in Salt Lake City;
meanwhile the act of sharpen-
ing the focus on the future for
foot-O in the summer Games
has raised a number of interest-
ing issues, many of which are
equally relevant for ski-O.

The ski-O World Cup season
started with a well attended
round in Sweden, continued
with keenly-contested events
in the Czech Republic and in
Austria (the latter held partly in
the outskirts of a town with, it
has been said, no loss in quality
as a result), and ended with
disappointing attendances in
the backwoods of Russia. Ski-
O has pioneered some of the
more spectator-friendly varia-
tions of our sport, butit mustbe

careful to remain competitor-
friendly too; money is very tight
in a lot of the participating na-
tions and it is important for
ski-O’s development that as
many nations are encouraged
to take part in as many interna-
tional events as possible.

Itis obviously just asimportant
for ski orienteers to consider
the pointsraised by Sue Harvey
and some of the solutions be-
ing suggested, as it is for foot
orienteers. The outcomes, in
terms of the events put forward
for Olympic inclusion, may be
very different - no problem in
that. The critical thing is that
they both fit the Olympic con-
ditions of absolute fairness,
utilising mainly existing facili-
ties and providing exciting TV.
A thorough re-appraisal of our
established practices is under
way, and you are invited to
contribute your views so that in
due course there can be trials of
any new styles of event whch
gain significant support.
Clive Allen

Ski-O World Cup
Champions

MELTANEN
- PELTUIE

Hilde G Pedersen, Norway and Vesa Makipii,
Finland are the winners of the 1997 World Cup in
Ski-orienteering. For Mikipai this was a repeat of
his 1995 win, for Pedersen her first time at the top.
Bothachieved overall victory as aresult of high class
performances in the final round in Russia - report on
page 16. Photo: Olavi Mdki

Orienteering and the Olympics -

Your Views are Needed!

It was acknowleged that a lot would de-
pend on the quality of tracking technology
and its application in TV coverage; TV
should be able to bring to viewers the skills
of route choice and fine orienteering and
the awful consequences of missing a con-

he IOF Council and the Foot-O Com-
mittee are keen to hear from everyone
who has a view on what is the best form of
our sport to put forward as the discipline for
the Olympic Games. The factors which
need to be considered were described by
Sue Harvey in her President’s Column in
the last issue of OW, and in late March she
attended a meeting to discuss the topic with
elite orienteers and other interested parties
at the Spring Cup venue in Denmark.

Here she emphasised that we must present
the IOC with a product they want - a sport
for both men and women, environmentally
friendly, with few competitors, very ath-
letic, easy to tell who wins, and sharing a
stadium with other sports. It should have
TV appeal and be commercially valuable,
but above all it must be fair.

The question of where the line should be
drawn in reducing the secrecy element
which is fundamental to our present forms
of orienteering is explored in this issue’s
President’s Column (page 12) and was
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considered in some detail at the meeting
along with a discussion on what was an
ideal length for an Olympic competition.

Overcoming the

Secrecy Problem

Several novel suggestions were made for
overcoming the secrecy problem. These
included having 5 different course plan-
ners and choosing the course to be used at
the last minute; being able to visit most
controls in arandom order but with the last
controlstobe visited in a fixed order; using
control markers without codes as well as
decoy controls, with an electronic system
where a visible or audible signal was given
when the correct control is ‘punched’.

There were mixed views on the merits of a
mass start event; a chasing start based on
the results of qualification races was also
suggested. Looped courses taken in differ-
ent orders, as in a ‘one-man-relay’, and
decoy controls would reduce following
and give the advantage to those competi-
tors who were the best orienteers.

trol.

Long or Short Distance?

The question of length also brought for-
ward differing views, with some of those
present arguing for something like the
highly successful park race format, and
others saying that the stamina element in
the orienteering classic format - some-
thing made the most of by cycling in
events like the Tour de France - should not
be ignored.

Sue Harvey puts forward her personal
view on page 12 - but what do you think?
Before the topic comes up at the Presi-
dents’ Conference in Norway in August, it
is hoped that everyone with a view on the
matter will write in and give it.

You can write a letter to the Editor of OW
for publication (the more, the better!) or
communicate with Geir Tveit, Chairman
of the Foot-O Commiittee or [OF President
Sue Harvey via the IOF Secretariat (ad-
dress on page 3).



Peltola Triumphs in
Spring Cup Classic

Report from the Danish Spring Cup

by CLIVE ALLEN

he up-and-coming young

Finn Juha Peltola took the
honours in this year’s Spring
Cup classic, breaking the envi-
able record of Danish runners -
this race has always previously
been won by a Dane. His time
of 54.03 for the 11.7km - an
impressive 4.6 mins per km.
over the runnable but in places
muddy and marshy terrain -

Beekkerlaget, winners of the women's relay

was 20 seconds faster than that
of Thomas Nielsen, who ran
one of his best races trying to
maintain the Danish record in
the absence of the well-known
stars Carsten Jgrgensen (win-
ter training ‘down under’),
Allan Mogensen (saving him-
self for the relay - see below)
and Chris Terkelsen (injured).
Third was the speedy Swede
Hakan Eriksson and in fourth
place was another rising star
from Finland, Mikko Vehmas.

Established names filled the top
places in the women’s race,
with Hanne Sandstad running
at 5.4 mins per km. to clock
44.03 over 8.1km, 52 seconds
faster than Marie-Luce
Romanens, with last year’s
winner Hanne Staff in third
place a further 30 seconds be-
hind.

As usual the courses were set
with spectator and media inter-
ests in mind; the elite start and
an intermediate control were
alongside the spectator area,
which was seton (very muddy!)
open ground with good views
over the more open parts of the
competition area. 180 runners
started in the men’s elite class,
and this year 27 countries were

photos: Kim Rud

represented, a new record. The
national team competition, new
to the Spring Cup last year, was
won this time by Norway. In
this context the Spring Cup was
a landmark for The Nether-
lands, which fielded a full
men’s and women’s team for
the first time ever in top inter-
national competition.

Double Triumph
for Bakkelaget

For many runners it was the
relay which was the most im-
portant race of the weekend;
the Nordic Relay League is
taken very seriously by a good
number of Scandinavian clubs
and also by several clubs from
other European countries. 250
teams competed in the men’s
open relay in Gribskov, which
developed into a thrilling final

Juha Peltola, Finland, on his way to victory
in the Spring Cup classic race

leg on which Allan Mogensen
had by far the best run of the
day: he brought the Oslo club
Bzkkerlaget up from an appar-
ently hopeless 9th position to
win by a margin of 32 seconds.

Steve Hale, Thomas Asp and
Michael Mamleev still had
Mogensen in sight as they
passed the assembly area with
1km to go, but a mistake by
Halelefthim and OK Tyrin4th
place, with 2nd and 3rd places
going to IFK Goteborg and
Ikaalisten.

The women’s relay was domi-
nated by Bakkerlaget who led
throughout. The foundations
fortheir win were laid by Hanne
Sandstad and Yvette Hague,
but after 2 legs Domnarvets

GOIF and Halden SK were still
intouch. Onthe finalleg, Hanne
Staff gradually extended her
lead over Karoline Arewéng
and Heather Monro to win by
3m 32s.

Park Race Next Year
The elite classes in the Friday
night sprint races were won by
Mats Eriksson (Sweden) and
Anna Garin (Spain). Next year,
when the Spring Cup will be
held on the last weekend in
March, there will be a park race
for the elite on the Friday after-
noon. The Danish Spring Cup,
organised by FIF Hillergd with
help this year from OK @st,
continues to deserve its reputa-
tion as one of the best planned
international events on the elite
circuit.

Classic race:

LEADING RESULTS

H21E1: 1. Juha Peltola FIN 54.03, 2. Thomas Nielsen DEN
54.23, 3. Hakan Eriksson SWE 54.37, 4. Mikko Vehmas FIN
54.54,5. Thomas Jensen DEN 54.57, 6. Daniel Giger SUI 55.03,
7. Andreas Rangert SWE 55.05, 8. Morten Fenger Grgn DEN
55.14,9. Steve Hale GBR 55.17, 10. J6rgen Olsson SWE 55.23.
D21E: 1. Hanne Sandstad NOR 44.03, 2. Marie-Luce Romanens
SUI 44.55, 3. Hanne Staff NOR 45.25, 4. Lucie Bohm AUT
45.43,5. Dorte Dahl DEN 45.56, 6. Anniina Paronen FIN 46.38,
7. Yvette Hague GBR 46.40, 8. Heather Monro GBR 46.41, 9.
Gro Sandstad NOR 47.11, 10. Marika Nylund SWE 47.18.

Relay:

Men’s Open: 1. Bekkerlaget (B Engdahl, J Ivarsson, T Veslum,
A Mogensen) 3.11.17, 2. IFK Géteborg 3.11.49, 3. Ikaalisten
3.11.57

Women’s Open: 1. Bekkelaget (H Sandstad, Y Hague, H Staff)
2.04.19, 2. Domnarvets GOIF 2.07.53, 3. Halden SK 2.08.13.
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