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Editorial

Ski orienteering has moved a step
further towards inclusion in the
Winter Olympic Games programme
with the visit in mid-March by an
IOF delegation to the venue for the
2002 Winter Games, Salt Lake
City. As Lennart Levin reports
alongside, the delegation was well
received and their presentation
appeared to impress the Games
organisers. All but one of the
delegation had been present at the
World Championships in Ski
Orienteering in Lillehammer, where
TV cameras were much in evidence
recording the events for the half-
hour of transmission each evening,
at peak viewing time, on the Nordic
sports channel Filmnet.

Good editing of the picture story
and an informative commentary
produced a lively programme; the
personalities of ski orienteering will
be much better known now to
Filmnet viewers. And so will the
skills, because with the use of a
map and a tracer it was shown
where and how the leading com-
petitors lost or gained time. The
team of orienteers and technologists
developing these graphics demon-
strated, at an open meeting at the
Championships, how they were
moving towards illustrating on
screen the position of a skier (or
runner) using a 3-dimensional
representation of the terrain created
from the map, combined with a
satellite-linked GPS system for
tracking the competitor. Impressive
stuff, and in-forest trials are
expected soon.

Ski-O is almost inevitably a hidden
sport to the on-site spectator, even
with the ingenious use of the many
ways in and out of the stadium in
Lillehammer. Having identifiable
personalities through TV exposure
and better media coverage is some
compensation. Course planning and
event organisation are improving
all the time, with new ideas which
increase the pressure on the partici-
pants and make the competition
more exciting. The IOF Ski-O
Committee has worked hard on its
strategy for promotion and develop-
ment, and now needs and deserves
the full and active support of all
member nations with ski-orienteers
to help overcome the final hurdles
on the Winter Olympics trail.

Clive Allen
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The IOF in
Salt Lake City

by IOF Secretary General
LENNART LEVIN

On Wednesday 13th March an IOF del-

egation of 5 persons (IOF Council
member Bruce Wolfe, Larry and Sara Mae
Berman, all three from USA, Magne Brekke,
Norway, and the author) visited the Organ-
ising Committee of the 2002 Winter
Olympic Games in Salt Lake City for dis-
cussions on ski-orienteering as part of the
Olympic programme in that year.

The metamorphosis of an Olympic Bidding
Committee into an Organising Committee
takes its time. No surprise then that the IOF
delegation, eager to get in touch with the
hosts of the 2002 Winter Games, found
itself in brand new premises where the
meeting room carpet had been laid the pre-
ceding day, and the elegant office furniture
was still strewn alongside the walls, wait-
ingto gointoplace. Infactthe IOF delegation
pioneered by doing part of this job.

Senior Vice-President David R Johnson,
unperturbed by the removal hustle, received
the IOF for a presentation of ski-orienteer-
ing as an exciting, environment-friendly
and TV-friendly sport. On the last issue,
Magne Brekke presented the new position-
ing system by which the exact position of a
ski-orienteer can be shown on a map super-
imposedonaTV screen. The new technique
attracted great interest as a means to explain
and popularise our sport.

The Organising Committee is currently dis-
cussing with the city authorities the
possibility of procuring a second venue for
cross-country skiing and biathlon. The cur-
rent one is somewhat limited in size and,
should an additional venue not be granted,
implies scheduling problems (the many dis-
ciplines within cross-country and biathlon -
which demand terrain similar to that suit-
able for ski-orienteering - will occupy most

of the time available during the Games in
that particular area). However, should the
additional area be realised, this will greatly
increase the possibility of ski-orienteering
getting in. Negotiations regarding the addi-
tional venue will be concluded in
September-October, according to Mr.
Johnson. By and large, Salt Lake City’s
strength seems to be the alpine sports,
whereas terrain suitable for ‘forested’ events
is relatively sparse. The possibility of a
second, shared, venue seems to be an open-
ing for ski-orienteering.

The discussions were held in a most posi-
tive atmosphere. David Johnson confirmed
what has previously been stated by the IOC,
namely: (a) the programme of the 2002
Winter Games is not yet finalised; (b) there
is a general interest in incorporating new
sports and/or disciplines. These two fac-
tors, taken together, imply a promising
prospect for ski-O. It would be an illusion to
conclude that we ‘are there’ - a lot of hard
work and intense lobbying is needed, not to
mention vigilance and diplomatic skill.

Kevin Peay kindly took the IOF delegation
on a tour to Mountain Dell, the venue in-
tended for the Nordic events, and to Park
City, the downhill paradise. The excursion
confirmed what I mentioned above: Salt
Lake City has a long, magnificent alpine
tradition, whereas the region will find it
difficult to provide ‘Nordic’ terrain for the
Nordic events. I am convinced, though, that
available skill and resources in Utah will
take care of the latter problem in an unfore-
seen, extremely creative manner.

So, having this pleasant encounter with the
2002 Organising Committee behind us, let
us proceed along the narrow, precipitous
path towards the Olympics!

The IOF delegation
(I to r Bruce Wolfe,
the author, Magne
Brekke, Larry

Berman, Sara Mae

Berman) with David
R Johnson, Senior

Vice-President of the

Organising Commit-

tee (in shirt)

photo: author



Corradini and Zell Collect
Second Individual Golds

Nicolo’ Corradini of Italy won his sec-
ond WOC long distance race by 11
seconds from Vidar Benjaminsen at the
World Championships in Ski-orienteering
in Lillehammer, Norway last month.

The women’s race was won by Sweden’s
Annika Zell, champion also in 1992 and
bronze medallist in 1990.

Arja Nuolioja of Finland, whose main

successes in the past have been in World
Cup races, achieved WOC gold at last in
the short distance race. The men’s gold
medallist here was Bjorn Lans, a relative
newcomer to the Swedish team.

Both relays were won by Sweden, the
women’s comfortably - they led through-
out - and the men’s by a margin of just 13
seconds from Finland who were in front by
30 seconds at the start of the final leg.

MEDAL WINNERS

Long Distance - Men

Gold Nicolo’” Corradini  ITA 105-00
Silver Vidar Benjaminsen NOR 105-11
Bronze Bertil Nordqvist ~ SWE 105-52

Long Distance - Women

Gold Annika Zell SWE 71-50
Silver Hilde G Pedersen NOR 73-31
Bronze Arja Nuolioja FIN 76-29
Relay - Men

Short Distance - Men

Gold Bjorn Lans SWE 37-02
Silver Vidar Benjaminsen NOR 37-09
Bronze Raino Pesu FIN 37-16

Short Distance - Women

Gold Arja Nuolioja FIN 32-24
Silver Annika Zell SWE 32-54
Bronze Svetlana Khaustova RUS 34-34

Gold Sweden (Per-Ove Bergqvist, Mikael Lindmark, Bjorn Lans, Bertil Nordqvist)

Silver Finland (Arto Lilja, Markku Jarvinen, Raino Pesu, Vesa Mikipid)

170-26
170-39

Bronze Norway (Harald Svergja, Kjetil Ulven, Lars Lystad, Vidar Benjaminsen)

Relay - Women

Gold Sweden (Ann-Charlotte Carlsson, Erica Johansson, Annika Zell)
Silver Russia (Ekaterina Petrova, Natalia Frei, Svetlana Khaustova)
Bronze Finland (Terhi Holster, Virpi Juutilainen, Arja Nuolioja)

173-44

117-55
120-32
122-01

A spectator control
at the edge of
the stadium area was
a focus of attention
in the relay race

photo: JCA

World Championships
in Ski-orienteering,
Norway

Top Quality Ski-O
in Lillehammer

Lillehammer, the Winter Olympics venue
just 2 years previously, was host to a
much smaller but no less competitive gath-
ering when some 130 elite ski-orienteers
gave their all in 3 days of competition in
this year’s Ski-O WOC.

Annika Zell and Nicolo’ Corradini show off
their gold medals after the prizegiving
ceremony  photo: Raffaele Rastelli

The ‘normal distance’ race for men was 22-
24 km as the crow flies - much longer than
that in practice, using the prepared tracks -
and the winner this year, Nicolo’ Corradini
of Italy taking his second successive gold
medal, was out for 1 hour 45 minutes. The
slowest to finish took 4 minutes over 4
hours! Ski-O at WOC level means high
speed skiing up and down steep slopes with
rapid route choice decisions and continu-
ous concentration to keep on the chosen
route; I was not surprised that competitors
collapsed over the finish line in even more
dramatic fashion than some foot orienteers.

‘Short distance’” was 8 km of short ups and
downs, butincluding in the middle alengthy
section through the stadium with no real
orienteering challenge, whilst the relay took
competitors out for another 10 km. Wom-
en’s distances were about two-thirds those
of men’s.



WOC in Ski-O 1996

Olympic stadium used

throughout

The Birkebeineren Ski Sta-
dium, built specially for the
Winter Olympics, was the fo-
cal point for all the races, and
the planners cleverly used the
complex stadium environs and
the surrounding forests in such
a way that there were almost
always competitors in specta-
tor view somewhere. The two
individual races came gradu-
ally to an exciting climax as a
result of the seeding system
used in creating the start list.
One disadvantage was that no
maps were available until after
the end of the relay competi-
tion, preventing all the
interesting post-race analysis
discussions.

Punching system

difficulties

The Regnly electronic punch-
ing system was used for the
first time in a ski-O WOC and
appeared less satisfactory than
when used for foot-O. The con-
trol equipment cannot be
mounted on a trestle or T-piece
because of the danger to com-
petitors from ski-poles held
horizontal, and instead they
were hanging from strings (see
photo on page 5). It was obvi-
ously hard, wearing gloves, to
get the right contact and with

no visual or audible confirma-
tion that the contact had been
made, many competitors were
taking longer than if they were
using a traditional punch and
card. Disqualifications from
non-contacts were avoided by
using the visual records of the
control-manners. The different
conditions for ski-orienteers
may mean that some design
modifications are needed for
top-level ski-O competitions.

Good conditions

The organisers were blessed
with good weather and excel-
lent snow  conditions
throughout, with the short dis-
tancerace held onaparticularly
fine winter’s day. The events
were completed almost with-
out a hitch, the only complaint
concerning a track which, it
turned out, had been tractored
by alocal person on the morn-
ing of the competition -
something beyond the organis-
ers’ control. A half-hour
programme on the events was
shown on the new Nordic sports
TV channel each evening, and
included graphics showing how
different route choices affected
the leaders’ relative times.
These were provided by a unit
of the Norwegian organisation
developing VEOPOS, a sys-
tem for tracking competitors in
the forest.

LONG DISTANCE: Men:

Vesa Miikipdidi (Finland) speeds through the Birkebeineren Stadium
at the half-way point in the short distance race photo: JCA

‘Normal Distance’ -

2 past champions

do it again

This was the first race in the
programme, using the ‘one man
relay’ principle where competi-
tors return to the stadium for a
map exchange in mid-course.
This enables the couple start to
be used, where 2 competitors
starttogether, one on each loop.
Local star Vidar Benjaminsen
was favourite to win the men’s
race and for a long time it
seemed as though this predic-
tion would be upheld, but the
race format contrived to hide
the fact that 1994 World Cham-
pion Nicolo’ Corradini could

come through to win, so it was
to the surprise of many specta-
tors and elation from the rest of
the Italian team when he ar-
rived at the finish line 11
seconds in front, and fast
enough to beat all remaining
finishers. The consistent Bertil
Nordqvist of Sweden gained
the bronze medal. The wom-
en’s race was a triumph for
Annika Zell from Sundsvall,
Sweden, championin 1992 and
obviously back in top form af-
ter a period of illness. She
finished with a Im 41s margin
over Hilde G Pedersen (NOR),
with ArjaNuolioja (FIN) third,
almost a further 3 minutes be-
hind.

LEADING RESULTS

1. Nicolo’

Victor Kortchagin RUS 38.59. Women: 1.

Short distance medal-winners: 1 to r Vidar
Benjaminsen, Bjorn Lans, Raino Pesu
photo: Raffaele Rastelli

Corradini ITA 1.45.00. 2. Vidar Benjaminsen
NOR 1.45.11, 3. Bertil Nordqvist SWE 1.45.52,
4. Vesa Médkipad FIN 1.46.05, 5. Vladislav
Kormchtchikov RUS 1.46.29, 6. Lars Lystad
NOR 1.46.57, 7. Jan Pecka CZE 1.48.06, 8.
Bjorn Lans SWE 1.49.02. 9. Anatoli Krylov
RUS 1.49.54, 10. Pir-Ove Bergqvist SWE
1.50.03. Women: 1. AnnikaZell SWE 1.11.50,
2. Hilde G Pedersen NOR 1.13.31, 3. Arja
Nuolioja FIN 1.16.29, 4. Valborg Madslien
NOR 1.16.45, 5. Terhi Holster FIN 1.17.00, 6.
Virpi Juutilainen FIN 1.18.21, 7. Erica
Johansson SWE 1.18.55, 8. Natalia Frei RUS
1.19.58, 9. Svetlana Khaustova RUS 1.20.21,
10= Riitta Karjalainen FIN & Ulrica Swérd
SWE 1.20.34.

SHORT DISTANCE: Men: 1. Bjorn Lans
SWE37.02,2. Vidar Benjaminsen NOR 37.09,
3. Raino Pesu FIN 37.16, 4. Vesa Mikipad
FIN 37.24, 5. Bertil Nordqvist SWE 37.28, 6.
Vladislav Kormchtchikov RUS 38.11, 7. Lars
Lystad NOR 38.30, 8. Nerijus Sulcys LTU
38.35, 9. Par-Ove Bergqvist SWE 38.58, 10.

ArjaNuolioja FIN 32.24, 2. Annika Zell SWE
32.54, 3. Svetlana Khaustova RUS 34.34, 4.
Valborg Madslien NOR 35.14, 5. Hilde G
Pedersen NOR 35.20, 6. Tatiana Naoumova
RUS 35.35,7. Riitta Karjalainen FIN 35.41. 8.
Terhi Holster FIN 35.42, 9. Mall Alev EST
35.54, 10. Natalia Frei RUS 36.06.

RELAY: Men: 1. SWE (Par-Ove Berggvist,
Mikael Lindmark, Bjorn Lans. Bertil
Nordqvist) 2.50.26,2. FIN (Arto Lilja, Markku
Jarvinen, Raino Pesu, Vesa Mikipad) 2.50.39,
3. NOR (Harald Svergja, Kjetil Ulven, Lars
Lystad, Vidar Benjaminsen) 2.53.44, 4. RUS
2.56.18, 5. ITA 3.02.34, 6. CZE 3.09.17, 7.
SUI3.10.47, 8. LTU3.12.54,9. EST 3.17.29,
10. LAT 3.23.46. Women: 1. SWE (Ann-
Charlotte Carlsson, Erica Johansson, Annika
Zell) 1.57.55, 2. RUS (Ekaterina Petrova,
Natalia Frei, Svetlana Khaustova) 2.00.32, 3.
FIN (Terhi Holster, Virpi Juutilainen, Arja
Nuolioja) 2.02.01, 4. NOR 2.04.51. 5. EST
2.07.00,6. CZE 2.1353, 7. SULI222:1 7, 8.
SVK2.23.17,9.1TTA2.23.47,10.LTU 2.32.00.






