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Some people run around the block.
Others don’t run around anything

There are those whose
passion for beating a
challenge makes every
incline a dare. Whether it
demands running, pedaling
or hiking, they crave the
uphill battle. We see
them as a challenge to our
own passion for crafting
athletic shoes. And we've

replied with our outdoor

series. What makes them
unique! The unsurpassed
craftsmanship of KeSwiss.
A feature you'll appreciate,

no matter which way you

get to the top.

Title Sponsor For The 1994 IOF World Cup Events.
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Editorial

Ski-Orienteering’s
Big Ambition

ki-O had a good week
S in Val di Non. The

organisation was
excellent, the maps were of
high quality, the courses were
fair and suitably testing
(although steep slopes made
the long distance race a bit
scary for some), the weather
was calm, the snow condi-
tions were reasonable, and
the medal winners came from
more countries than ever
before. The Italian Federation
can be well satisfied with its
efforts - not least with the
national publicity achieved
both before and during the
Championships. Home star
Nicolo’ Corradini came away
with two Golds - alongside
the popular women’s long
distance winner, Pepa
Miloucheva from Bulgaria,
the first ever non-Scand-
inavian winner at a Ski-O
WOC - and his victories were
just reward for the organisers
who had attracted many local
and national journalists and
given them first-class facili-
ties.

Ski-O’s administrators have
worked hard in recent years
to develop forms of the sport
with more spectator appeal,
and have also chosen just the
right venue for the next
World Championships:
Lillehammer, Norwegian host
town of the recent Winter
Olympics. The application
for inclusion in the 2002
Winter Olympic Games will
shortly be dispatched - and
your Editor, comparing his
first experience of ski-O with
some of the events seen on
television from Lillehammer,
would give it a ‘yes’ vote
without hesitation. But there
are criteria for new sports
which have to be fulfilled -
the most daunting from our
angle being that of having 25
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countries which hold national
championships at both senior
and junior level. Even with
the SEK 600,000 per annum
support which the Olympic
Project is hoping to attract,
this is obviously a very
difficult hurdle to cross.

One thing the Olympic
Project certainly needs is
widespread publicity and
backing and, with some 50
journalists including Italian
television present in Val di
Non, an ideal opportunity for
an official ‘launch’ with a
press conference and an
attractive press release was
missed. Apart from a few
words from IOF President
Heinz Tschudin in his speech
at the Opening Ceremony and
a verbal up-date on progress
at the Ski-O Committee’s
open meeting, there was no
mention of the Project.

As Sue Harvey pointed out in
her article in the last issue,
few orienteers have market-
ing experience - and our
committee personnel tend to
be technical rather than
publicity experts. Fine: we
need to have the highest
possible standards and to
introduce modern technologi-
cal innovations at our major
events. But ski-O, which
through necessity usually
‘hides in the forest’” even
more than foot-O (and never
more so, surely, than at the
WOC short distance race!),
also needs and deserves the
attention of PR experts. Is
this not a good time for the
IOF to set up an effective
‘publicity machine’, taking =
our messages about ski-O and
many other matters to the
world-wide sports media and
other influential bodies? And
closer to home as well, come
to think; after all, could many
of your O-club friends give
an accurate description of
what happens in a ski-
orienteering event to their
next-door neighbour?

Clive Allen

The Ski-Orienteering
World Championships -
An Italian Triumph

Italy triumphed in more ways than one at the Ski-O WOC held
in the beautiful Valle di Non at the beginning of February: not
only were the Championships flawless technically - and
splendidly organised by alarge and dedicated team of workers
- but the star of the show was top home skier Nicolo’ Corradini
with an outright Gold medal at long distance and joint Gold in
the short race. Sharing the podium after the latter was Russian
exile Ivan Kuzmin, the last starter who after an agonising
sprint down the run-in equalled Corradini’s time at the line.

TruruR:

SpORTSWER

Short distance winners: Ivan Kuzmin (RUS), Virpi
Juutilainen (FIN) and Nicolo' Corradini (ITA)

Pepa Miloucheva (Bulgaria) lived up to her early-season
promise with a fine win in the long distance race, whilst the
women’s short distance Gold was won by Virpi Juutilainen
of Finland to complete a fine achievement of a gold and 3
silver medals in the 4-year history of short distance. Relay
wins were achieved by Norway’s men and Sweden’s women.

Relay victory celebrations for Sweden (1. to r.: Ann-
Charlotte Carlsson, Lena Hasselstrom, Annika Zell) and
Norway (Vidar Benjaminsen, Harald Svergja, Lars Lystad
& Kjetil Ulven) photos: Per Nylander

For full reports and results turn to page 14.



AROUND THE WORLD

World Cup Round 1 Well Supported

Sixteen countries have entered the first round of World Cup
events to be held in New Zealand and Australia early in April. Six
nations - Finland, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and the two
home countries - have entered full teams of six men and six
women, with Great Britain and Japan sending full men’s teams.

Woodhill Forest is the venue for the classic race in New Zealand,
in Australia (Victoria State) the short distance race is on an area
with old gold workings called Rainstorm (asking for trouble?)
with the relay at Yellowstone, classic Australian gully-spur ter-
rain, two days later.

IDEA Sponsors DOF

The Danish arm of the Swedish insurance company IDEA has
announced that it is giving the Danish O Federation 100,000
Danish kroner in 1994. Much of this will go to supporting elite
development in Denmark and improving media links.

Swedish Orienteers Keep it in the Family

Undertaken in conjunction with Gothenburg University, a ques-
tionnaire survey of a sample of Swedish orienteers from 15 years
old upwards has provided much valuable information for the
Swedish federation. In addition to data on background, life-style
and participation in sport generally, the survey has revealed that
nearly half of adult orienteers in Sweden started orienteering as
adults, and 80% of regular orienteers in the 15-20 years age group
have at least one parent who orienteers.

Politics and Snow Stop Play

The South African Orienteering Safari was unfortunately can-
celled due to too few foreign entries, the continuing unsettled
political situation in the country being blamed. Cancellation was
also forced on the Pan/Onos events in southern Sweden at the
beginning of March, in this case due to over 25cm of late winter
snow in the forests. Some national teams had planned to use the
weekend for World Cup selection purposes, and more than 3,000
entries had been received, many from Baltic coast lands.

Qualification Races at the
World Championships

GEIR TVEIT, Chairman of the IOF Technical Committee (TC),
explains two proposed changes for the programme of future World

Championships

1. Re-introduce a qualification race
for the classic distance, where all
federations may start with four (or
five) runners. Winning times: 35-40
min. for women and 50-55 min. for
men. Remove the new system for
allocation of the number of runners
from different federations eligible
to run the WOC classic distance.

2. Remove the B- and C-finals in the
short distance.

After getting so many new member fed-
erations before WOC 93, we made a new
system for the number of runners from
each federation eligible to run the classic
distance which was based on earlier per-
formance. As seen by its intentions, TC is
of the opinion that the system worked
well. It has, however, some weaknesses
which we think can never be solved by
adjusting these rules:

(a) Many federations are notable to
plan early enough for the system to work

smoothly, i.e. they don’t decide how many
runners they want in the classic until very
late, and the system relies upon early an-
swers. No federation can know how many
runners it has in the classic distance until
all federations have answered.

(b) There will always be federa-
tions which feel they are treated unfairly
by such a system, regardless of how we
decide on the details. During the Congress
in Switzerland, where the allocation rules
were decided, we deliberately chose one
way instead of other possible ways - and
we knew the rules would be criticised
when the outcome was known. So they
were. But if we had chosen another direc-
tion for the rules, the criticism would still
have come, only from different federa-
tions.

(c) The start field is so large that the
competition balances on the edge of un-
fairness, and it is too large to make an
attractive event for spectators and the me-
dia. A qualification race would justify less
runners in the classic - say 50.

We have seen, both in WOC 91 and WOC
93, that the B- and C-finals in the short
distance have made it more difficult for the
organiser to set the best possible short dis-
tance final courses. Somany parallel courses
put a lot of restrictions on the course set-
ting, and the finish is confusing for the
spectators and the media. TC is therefore of
the opinion that the B- and C-finals should
be deleted.

View The Two Together

TC would like these two proposals to be
viewed together. An argument for having
B- and C-finals in the short distance is that
many competitors will otherwise take part
in too few races during the WOC week,
since they do not have the possibility of
running the classic because of the alloca-
tion rules. If our two proposals are ac-
cepted, five runners of each sex from any
federation may at least run one short dis-
tance race. Four of them - or all five, if that
is decided - may at least run the qualifica-
tion race for the classic, and four of them
may form a relay team. We think that is
plenty. For the best, running five races, it
may even be a bit too much!

Council has decided that these proposals,
along with others on IOF events, will be
discussed at Congress on the day prior to
the General Assembly and will not at this
stage go forward as formal proposals - Ed.
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Sue Harvey's article 'Orienteering is Hiding in the Woods' and Geir Tveit's arguments for shorter World
Championships relays in the January Orienteering World drew reactions from elite runners Boris
Bauman and Flemming Jgrgensen and PR specialist John Brock: all agree we can do better in making
orienteering more visible - but they provide three radically different solutions! The debate starts here -
and Sue, delighted by the response, has agreed to defer part 2 of her article to the next issue.

Let's get back to basics, argues Danish star FLEMMING JORGENSEN
Planning for the Media -
We’ve Taken a Wrong Turn

Over the past year we have focused
strongly on making our O-sport more
visible; this has been attempted in many
ways. There is keen competition amongst
the many different sports which want to
move forward, and it is therefore important
to make an effective effort in that area.

Changes are gradually taking place in a
way that orienteering is being developed to
meet the spectators’ and media’s interests,
instead of those of the runners and the sport
itself, and I believe we will be shooting
ourselves in the foot - the sport will become
less interesting because we are affecting
and altering our ground rules. Why can’t
we display our sport as it really is and be
proud of it? This will be to our long-term
benefit, and in this form it is most easily
understandable, even to outsiders.

Sacrifices

The runners have had to make sacrifices in
this development, and they have had to
accept running less genuine forms of com-
petition for the spectators’ sake - and which
spectators having respect for our sport re-
ally believe that this is right?

In my opinion, the best PR is achieved by
selling orienteering asitis inreality (or was
at one time): physically and mentally hard
and technically difficult. Courses should
be long time-wise so that one always pre-
serves the time factor which makes poorly-
trained runners come to grief physically
and technically. Courses should always be
made as demanding as possible and with-
out the results depending on chance.

Runners should as far as possible start so
that they are able to run alone over the
whole course and in this way get the oppor-
tunity to perform independently and dem-
onstrate their mental strengths.
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Runners who master these things best must
be the rightful winners of a classic distance
and if these runners are not allowed to be
the winners, then orienteering has taken a
wrong turn.

Values given Low Priority

It is a pity that some of these values are
often given lower priority at the bigger
events. This can happen by use of the
‘Hagaby model’, entangled loop methods,
dual-starts, foreshortened courses and so
on. More and more we find that organisers
are choosing poor terrain just in order to
have the perfect assembly area. Even jour-
nalists must be able to see through the
influence the media is having and must
have difficulty in understanding why we
are down-prioritising the original classic
course in favour of developing compli-
cated short duration and casual affairs.

The short distance is based on a com-
pletely different factor. Here it is technical
orienteering athigh speed and an intensive
tempo which predominates. To accom-
plish such a competition fairly, the courses
and terrain must be demanding: running
without navigation will produce highly
unjustresults. Finally the map quality must
be the best possible. These requirements
can be difficult to comply with and this
means that the public can see the runners
only over a short run-in.

The longer a course is, the less a problem
such as amap error will affect the results of
the competition, and this combined with
the fact that the weaker fall away in the
long run makes me unable to understand
how Geir Tveitin OW 94/1 can defend the
suggestion that WOC relay courses should
be shortened. He explains that more ex-
citement is created over the outcome. But
what sort of excitement is it? Doesn’t this
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Flemming Jorgensen competing in the 1993
Danish Championships photo - Kim Rud

excitement arise because of unjust ‘chance’
situations or perhaps because of a sprint
finish? I would prefer the competition to
be settled in the forest in a fair manner, and
thisis very difficult to achieve with shorter
courses.

Keep Orienteering asitis!

I believe we should keep orienteering as it
isand develop it on its own principles with
the aim of minimising chance factors, and
in this way make it more interesting to the
public. At the same time as one is comply-
ing with these requirements it is naturally
also possible to do a whole host of differ-
ent things for spectators such as provide
spectator controls on long courses, set up
television screens, give runners’ splittimes
and improve the commentary and the press
service.

Flemming Jprgensenwas placed9thin the
classic distance race in the 1993 World
Championships.






