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Turkish participant at the Ski Orienteering Develop-
ment Clinic and World Ranking Event in Turkey 2014.
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Regional Development:

Building the framework
for new growth

‘Regional Development’ - a sim-
ple phrase embracing many initi-
atives, all with similar objectives:
raising the profile of orienteering
as a whole, attracting more partic-
ipants to the sport, and encourag-
ing growth in all the sport’s disci-
plines - foot, ski, mountain bike
and trail orienteering.

And these initiatives take many forms

— from high-profile TV production and
celebrity participation, through taking part
in more international Games along with
other sports, to grass-roots developments
of various kinds world-wide. This edition
of Orienteering World features in detail
two of the bigger growth areas - moun-
tain bike orienteering, currently gaining
momentum in many new countries, and
South America, which has recently been
host to its first-ever major international
orienteering event, the World Masters
Championships held in Brazil which at-
tracted almost 3,000 competitors from all
over the world.

Here below are some of the bigger develop-
ment stories that have caught the eye this year.

Big strides forward in
TV production quality

More and better TV coverage continues

to be a key feature in raising the profile of
orienteering. In 2014, Ski Orienteering (Eu-
ropean Championships) and Foot Orien-
teering (World Championships) benefited
from superb TV productions made widely
available. New technology and production
techniques are now revolutionising orien-
teering for the armchair viewer.

And the potential is huge — as Emily Ben-
ham, World Cup winner in MTB orienteering,
explains: “Cycling is really big at the moment,
so there must be a significant portion of the
population that would have an interest in
watching a cycling-based sport on TV. It's the
same in Scandinavia with skiing and ski orien-
teering. In addition, disability and precision
sports are really growing since London 2012,
and it's a real opportunity for TempO and
PreO to promote themselves to an increas-
ingly interested public. There are so many me-

Royals race into the finish.

dia opportunities surrounding orienteering,
but it needs a good plan and a bit of financial
backing to get started.”

For Emily, “the Tour de France is boring in
comparison to watching that little GPS dot in
real time go off-track, and trying to shout it
back to the right route choice!”

Royals find their way
in the forest

Crown Prince Frederik, heir to the Danish
throne, took part for the third year in suc-
cession in the annual National Orienteer-
ing Day organised in April by the Danish
Orienteering Federation. This year he
and three of his family - his wife Prin-
cess Mary and their two oldest children
Prince Christian (8 years old) and Princess
Isabella (6) - completed a course with 14
controls in about 20 minutes.




Prince Christian was really enthusiastic and
completed the course with a fine sprint to the
finish, the others coming in at a good pace
behind him. “That was fun!”, he said. Prince
Christian and his sister had been to a similar
event last year with their father, and this year
was the first time Princess Mary had also been
present. After the run she said how impressed
she was by the event and how good it was

to see whole families enjoying the course to-
gether. “It’s a very good way of getting some
exercise — to focus on something else than
just thinking about the running”, she said.

Danish orienteering gained extensive media
coverage of the occasion - far more than from
its successes at the World Championships! A
total of 2,858 people attended 43 introduc-
tory events put on by the Danish clubs on
National Orienteering Day, all free of charge.

New opportunities in
Multi-Sport Games -
Ski Orienteering

The International University Sports Federa-
tion (FISU) has awarded the Winter Univer-
siade 2019 to Krasnoyarsk, Russia, and at the
same time has confirmed that ski orienteer-
ing will be one of the sports in Krasnoyarsk.

This news came at the same time as the news
about the first World University Ski Orienteer-
ing Championships, to be held in 2016 also in
Russia. Ski orienteering has in recent years be-
come a new sport in the Asian Winter Games
and the CISM Military World Winter Games;
participation in the Winter Universiade is
another huge step forward for the discipline.

New opportunities in
Multi-Sport Games -
Youth

When the United World Games take
place for the 11th time in June 2015 at
Lake Worthersee, Klagenfurt in Austria,
orienteering will make its entrance as the
first-ever individual sport in the Games.

Thousands of young athletes from more than
30 countries participate in the United World
Games. The sports at the Games have in-
cluded until 2014 soccer, handball, basketball,
volleyball, tennis, rugby and field hockey.

IOF Development
Clinics - now an
established tradition

Every year the IOF organises, in conjunc-
tion with the World Orienteering Champi-
onships (WOC), a Development Clinic for
emerging nations. We asked Blandine As-
trade, coordinator for the clinics, for some
stories from the 2014 Clinic held in Italy.

“I have in mind the extremely long race of
one girl from South America during the Long
Distance. She got lost on the second-last
control. We finally found her, thanks to the
GPS tracking, on the opposite side of the
mountain, in the town where the quarantine
had been located, one hour’s walk from the
control point.”

“The following story allows me to emphasise
the enthusiasm of the participants during
this event, despite the difficulties and the

-time spent running. | remember the question

of an athlete during the Sprint Qualification
when he asked me why, on his final split-time
sheet, one control line did not indicate the
time difference compared to the best time.
He believed he was disqualified, but finally he
was informed that he had actually done the
best time of all the runners! | will never forget
the pride I saw in his eyes at that moment.”

“The feedback the participants give me when
the clinicand WOC are ending is always
positive. They are very grateful for such an

Pablo Sanguinetti, Uruguay, at the World
Championships long distance start. Photo:
Zoran Milovanovic

investment by the IOF in their respect. They
specially like to be involved in the orienteer-
ing ‘family’ during this big event, also to be
supported in the organisation of their partici-
pation. For some of them it is their first stay
in Europe, and everything is new: the terrain,
the crowd of runners they encounter in the
forest during the open races, the enthusiasm
and fervour of supporters for their national
champions, the size of the organisation for
such an event.”

Strong Regional
Growth in Europe

South-eastern Europe is an area that has
enjoyed strong growth in recent years,
thanks to the work of ‘SEEOWG' - the
South-East European Orienteering Work-
ing Group - and ‘COMOF’, the Confed-
eration of Meditteranean Orienteering
Federations.

A key person within these two organisations

is the Serbian Zoran Milanovi¢, who has been
involved in this area of regional development
since he himself was an elite athlete competing
for Yugoslavia. SEEOWG organises a range of
activities each year. “The Balkan Orienteering
Championships used to be the big event of

the year in this region, but since 2011 these
has been replaced by the South East European
Orienteering Championships (SEEOCs): 2011
Macedonia, 2012 Turkey, 2013 Romania, 2014
Serbia, and for 2015 we had two bids, Croatia
and Bulgaria. These Championships are for
youth, junior, elite and masters classes,” he tells.

“Regularly each year we also have develop-
ment seminars on different issues in different
countries. Earlier we have held IOF-supported
seminars in Montenegro, Turkey, Bosnia, Cy-
prus and Bulgaria, and more recently we have
had development seminars in Moldova (or-
ganising events, course planning and youth
coaching) and in Croatia (about trail 0). We
find these very important, especially because
we are using experts from our region, which
means in the language of local participants,
who find this opportunity most helpful.”

“We have decided to try to get orienteering
included in the official programme of the
Mediterranean Games in 2017. As a first step
towards this aim, a promotional orienteering
event was organised during the Mediter-
ranean Games in Mersin, Turkey to show our
sport to other athletes and officials from the
Mediterranean region.”
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Guatemala: The first steps

“As in the case of Argentina in relation to Uruguay, Guatemala also came my way for reasons of proxim-
ity to Costa Rica. Trying to take maximum advantage of the resources | had in hand, in one of my trips
to Costa Rica | contacted Erick Velasquez, participant in an International Event Advisers Clinic that | had
taught in Uruguay. Aiming to introduce orienteering in that country, we have programmed two phases
of work during which we have constructed the foundations of the Guatemalan Orienteering Associa-
tion, chaired by Alby Aguilar. Courses, conferences, institutional protocols and the organisation of the
first Orienteering Championships in Guatemala are part of the work undertaken.”

Costa Rica: The first Central American country

“In Costa Rica, where | have always felt there are great difficulties in introducing and consolidating the
sport, our project was developed through the University of Costa Rica. At the Atlantic Pole in Turrialba,
Professor Edwin Coto saw in orienteering a major discipline for the project of linking Physical Education
and the Environment. So he asked Yeimi Jimenez to prepare the project for subsequent implementation
in the University. The idea has been consolidated over the three phases of a project that has acquired the
status of International Cooperation, and orienteering is now part of the scholar curricula at the University.
For me it was clear from the beginning that the project should not be confined to the University, and
there are already two Orienteering Associations in the country. The 4th National Orienteering Champion-
ships is an event that is expected to set new organisational standards in the country.”

Ecuador: “Keep on working so that the balloon keeps flying”

“Ecuador once saw a sports movement connected with orienteering that didn’t work. From my
contacts and inquiries, | got to speak with the current Technical Director Edison Rivera, and we have
programmed a set of activities that we could take forward with the support of Francisco Jacome, the
President of the Ecuadorian Orienteering Federation. From my first visit to Ecuador | had this conviction
that | would return very quickly and so it was. | returned to the country only seven months later and |
was surprised by an important federative organisational chart that showed six registered clubs. It has
been clear to me, since then, that it is necessary to keep on working so that the balloon keeps flying.”

Paraguay and Bolivia:“The route is set”

“Paraguay and Bolivia are countries not far from Uruguay and | also wanted to throw some seeds there.
It's not easy to work in places where there is absolutely nothing: no material or maps, no knowledge, not
even people with whom to make contact. In discussions, doubt about interest in the sport is a constant.
But we made a major investment and, in two phases carried out in each country, we took orienteering to
the schools and sports institutions in the country, and even exposed it at two international congresses
of the International Federation of Physical Education, one in Ciudad del Este (Paraguay) and the other in
Santa Cruz de la Sierra (Bolivia). There is a long way to go in these countries, but the route is set.”

Chile: “We’ll have a surprise”

“After a long period of intense communication with Carlos Saldias, President of the Orienteering Federa-
tion of Chile, | visited the country with the main goal of unifying the orienteering activities, which the
Chileans are cleverly achieving. A large number of activities in several regions have contributed to this
condition and, very soon, we'll have a surprise.”

Argentina: Unifying the efforts of a divided country

“For reasons of geographical vicinity with Uruguay, | visited Argentina offering to Oswaldo Bianchi, Presi-
dent of the Orienteering Federation of Argentina, the chance to boost orienteering and unify the efforts
of a divided country. It wasn't easy to get in but, to my big satisfaction, when | said farewell after a visit of
only six days, the President put his hand on my shoulder and said to me: ‘José Angel, | always thought you
were coming on vacation’. That line represented the best premium to the work we were already doing and
was undoubtedly a sentence of positive evaluation. Since then, | have taught three advanced Orienteering
Clinics and held numerous lectures and conferences, having multiplied the number of activities organised
by the Federation.”




Haiti: A dream called Orienteering

“In Cuba I had the chance of doing some activities in EIEFD - an international school of Physical Educa-
tion and sport. An important centre for the teaching of Physical Education and a worldwide reference,

| define the EIEFD as ‘a school of schools’, where the values of discipline, companionship, friendship,
camaraderie, integration and work go hand in hand with the cultural diversity offered by more than

a thousand students from 84 countries. Of course this rich experience would leave some fruit, one of
which was called Haiti. Here, with one of my students, Edison Auguste, | taught a course whose aim
was to prepare technicians who would promote orienteering all over the country. As in other countries
and according to the needs, | gave them educational and competition materials and | drew a map. This
is the starting point for the development of a sport that, for the people in Haiti - and | speak with the
heart in my hands - is a dream.”

Dominican Republic: Debut in the Student Games
“After Cuba, | felt | had to consolidate the Caribbean map with the Dominican
Republic, whose reference was Martin Quesada. This drove me to Yohalis Acos-
ta, currently the President of the Dominican Orienteering Federation. Angel
Danilo Mesa, Executive Director of the National Institute of Physical Education,
quickly realized the qualities inherent in orienteering, investing in it from the
first moment. On my first visit to the Dominican Republic, when [ left the hotel
to go to the airport, | received a phone call where | was told that the Minister of
Education wanted to see me. But how to take this opportunity without missing
the plane? | ran the risk but it paid off. Orienteering is, for the first time, in the
Student Games as one of the debutant sports.”

Cuba: A reference in Orienteering
“Cuba has always been a reference point in sport all over the world. Regarding orienteering,
we can say it was the first Latin American country to become a member of the International
Orienteering Federation. Orienteering is in all schools and the sport is practised on a mas-
sive scale throughout the island. But it is orienteering ‘turned inward’. With Fidel Bonilla,
then President of the Cuban Orienteering Federation, | saw the opportunity to update
knowledge and give a boost to prepare the country for possible international participa-
tion, a challenge that Professor Dotmaro Valdés and his team took over. It is intended that
the organisation in 2015 of the 1st International Championships in Parks and Cities, to be
held in La Habana under the aegis of INDER, the highest sporting institution in the country,
might be an organisational reference point for orienteering events in Cuba.”

Uruguay: Activities in sixteen of nineteen Departments

“The commitment of organizing the Latin Countries Cup in Uruguay was part of a project set by Victor
Pérez, looking for the development of sport throughout the country. In the different stages of our
work, | have organised activities in sixteen of nineteen Departments of Uruguay, including several
courses, contact with institutions and media, conferences, map-making, and much else. Thousands of
kilometres travelled and not many hours of rest — hardly slept! - that had its climax with the organisa-
tion of the 20th Latin Countries Cup.”







