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EDITORIAL |———

It's It's time to reminisce
about the year that was,
and to look forward in fond
anticipation. On the doorstep
to 2011, the International

Orienteering Federation has

a particularly good reason to
look back, not only at the past
year, but at the past five decades. In 2011, the
International Orienteering Federation celebrates
its 50th anniversary.

A lot has happened since ten national
orienteering federations — Bulgaria,
Czechoslovakia, Denmark, DDR, Finland,
Hungary, Norway, Sweden, Switzerland and West
Germany — founded the IOF in Copenhagen,
Denmark on 21st May 1961.

Today, orienteering is practised on all
continents. The number of member federations
has grown steadily and is currently 71, Barbados
being the youngest member.

Today, the IOF governs four orienteering
disciplines — foot orienteering, mountain
bike orienteering, ski orienteering and trail
orienteering. The first World Orienteering
Championships were held in 1966. Almost
ten years later, in 1975, it was time to

stage the inaugural World Ski Orienteering
Championships. The first ever World
Championships in Mountain Bike Orienteering
and Trail Orienteering were held in 2002 and
2004 respectively.

Today, the international competition programme
comprises not only the world championships,
but also world cup, world championships for
juniors and masters, continental regional
championships and world ranking events.
Orienteering is now also on the programme of
several multi-sports events.

New competition formats have been developed
and GPS tracking brings the drama out of the
forest to the spectators in the arena and to TV
viewers and those following the event on-line on
their computer screens.

So what does the future hold for the IOF?

More member countries, new and exciting
event formats, new technology and even more
increased visibility? The work to develop and
spread the sport continues. New success stories
can be expected in coming decades.

Barbro Ronnberg
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Change is on the horizon

AKE JACOBSON, IOF PRESIDENT

he world of orienteering

is currently characterised
by innovation and heightened
expectation, as key policies are
furthered and realised.

The aim of the IOF is to spread,
strengthen and develop orienteering —
actively promoting our sport throughout
the world and bringing it to more
people in more places. There is a strong
commitment to raising the profile

of the sport by staging high quality,
highly visible events and increasing the
presence and credibility of orienteering
on the world sporting stage.

The successful 26th World Orienteering
Championships held in August 2010

in Trondheim, Norway showed that

we have come far in realising these
ambitions. Athletes from a record 42 of
the 50 countries eligible to participate
took part in the event. All six IOF
regions were represented.

Athletes from 15 countries were

placed among the 20 best in the

three individual races for men and 11
countries were among the 20 best in the
individual races for women. When the
relay is included, 21 and 20 countries
respectively were represented among
the 20 best in the men’s and women'’s
races — a clear indication that our sport
is developing rapidly around the world.
Such fast, widespread development is
helping to increase the visibility of the
sport, raising the profile and attracting
new recruits and the attention of media,
sponsors and the general public.

The 25th IOF General Assembly

was held in conjunction with the
World Orienteering Championships
in Trondheim. Several important
decisions were taken to promote and
support change and innovation in
our sport. The Assembly approved

a proposal to replace the previous
two types of membership with just
one. All members are now eligible to
take part in the World Orienteering
Championships and the World

Cup, which increases the number

of potential participants from the
previous 50 to 71. This will further
increase our sport’s credibility on the
world sporting stage.

The Assembly also confirmed the

IOF Council’s policy concerning
participation in the World Masters
Games, which together with The
World Games provides an excellent
opportunity to showcase orienteering
to a wider audience and to sports
officials in other sports organisations.

The Mediterranean federations
informed of their intention to form

a Confederation of Orienteering
Federations of the Mediterranean

Sea and to seek inclusion in the
Mediterranean Games. Both initiatives
will make orienteering more visible

in multi-sport events and help new
countries in developing the sport.

The IOF Council recently made a

comprehensive evaluation of our elite
events. The key outcome was that the

current programme remains a valid
foundation to ensure that our sport has a
series of world events with high attraction
value. The evaluation also shows that we
have managed to significantly increase
the visibility of our sport.

We need, however, to further develop
our competition models and discipline
formats to reach a wider audience
through TV and webcasting media. We
must continue our initiatives to make
our sport easier to understand and
more exciting to watch. Our prime TV
product, the World Championships,
must be further shaped to better attract
today’'s demanding sports audience.

The IOF Council presented to the
General Assembly in Trondheim

some principles for the future
development of the World Orienteering
Championships. The principles
received support from the delegates,
and a project group has now been set
up to develop a detailed programme
for a new World Championships week.
A draft programme will be presented
to the Presidents’ Conference in 2011.
The General Assembly also approved
a proposal from Norway to introduce
mass start in the World Orienteering
Championships.

Within a short period of time we can
expect to have a new and more thrilling
World Championships programme.
Mass and chase starts are easier for the
audience to follow and understand, and
a mixed relay will add a new dimension
to the current formats.

There is certainly change on the
horizon!
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