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he orien-

teering year
2005 has been
characterised by a
busy international
programme. For
many reasons, it
has been a year to

remember.

For the third time in the history of orien-
teering, the World Orienteering Champion-
ships were held outside Europe and for
the first time ever, an Asian country, Japan,
hosted this pinnacle event.

During the past 12 months the internation-
al orienteering community has experienced
a Senior World Championship in ail four
official IOF disciplines. World Champions
have been crowned in Foot Orienteering,
Mountain Bike Orienteering, Ski Orienteer-
ing and Trail Orienteering.

All of the World Champions have earned
their place in the orienteering records, but
one reigns supreme. Simone Niggli suc-
ceeded in doing what many thought would
be impossible; she took four out of four
possible World Championship gold med-
als, just as she did two years ago.

Orienteering had the privilege to partici-
pate in the World Games. In every respect,
it was a fantastic event, and it certainly de-
served the title fasciNATIONS worldgames.
In particular, the spectacular opening
ceremony in the MSV-Arena was an experi-
ence that the participants will never forget.

Orienteering was one of the 27 sports
included in the programme of the World
Masters Games in Edmonton, Canada.
21,000 master athletes participated in
this major sports festival. In terms of the
number of competitors, with team sports
included, orienteering ranked 10th.

New members of the IOF family, new na-
tions making it to the top — the list of mile-
stones and memorable occasions could be
made much longer.

Orienteering is on the move.

Barbro Rinnberg

- A decade of development

AKE JACOBSON, IOF PRESIDENT

Continued global development
was one of the main themes

of the IOF Congress in 2004. The
General Assembly urged the IOF

to continue to work for further
geographical spread of the sport, to
support regional development, and
to ensure a worldwide elite events
programme.

Since then we have had the
pleasure of welcoming four new

countries from Africa, Asia and Europe
as provisional members, taking the
total number of members tc 67. More
countries have announced readiness
to apply for membership. With the four
new members, cur total membership
has increased by almost 50 % cver the
last decade - a remarkable achieve-
ment in a short period of time. [ am
particularly pleased to see the repid
development in Asia and in South/Cen-
tral America but alsc in Africa where
our only member for many years, South
Africa, is now accompanied by two new




President Ake Jacobson together
with Simone Niggli and Thierry

Gueorgiou, two incredible profiles in
the orienteering world.
PHOTO: ERIK BORG

member federations.

Regional co-operation is also progress-
ing rapidly on all continents. Co-op-
eration between the members within
each region is further strengthening
both geographical spread and the level
of development within each member
federation.

The World Crienteering Championships
in Foot Orienteering in 2005 was an
historic occasion. For the first time in
the history of international orienteer-

ing, the World Championships were
held in Asia. This means that this
premier event has now been staged on
four continents, marking the worldwide
spread of our sport over the last two
decades.

More is to come. For the first time ever,
the Junior World Championships in
Foot Orienteering will be held outside
Europe in 2007 (Oceania), as will the
World Championships in Ski-Orien-
teering in 2009 (Asia). Add to this the
fact that the World Championships in
Mountain Bike Orienteering were held
in Australia last year and it becomes
evident that our sport has taken a
significant step forward in becoming a
truly world wide sport.

For many years, athletes from a few
countries dominated at the top level

in the World Championships. It is no
longer the case. In this year's World
Championships, in Japan, athletes from
17 nations were represented among
the 16 best in the four men’s competi-
tions, and 14 nations were represented
among the 16 best in the women'’s
competitions, with runners from 3
continents among these 16 best placed
- a clear indication that the sport is
developing fast around the world. Such
speedy, widespread development sup-
ports in raising the profile of our sport
and in attracting new recruits and the
attention of media, sponsors and the
general public.

ik et

New Zealand finished Sth in the women s relay and Rachael Smith was 21st in the long distance

competition. PHOTO: PIRJO VALJANEN

These are positive trends in our ambi-
tion to make orienteering a global
sport. Our continued participation in
the World Games will add further to this
positive development. The 7th World
Games held in Duisburg in July became
a breath-taking experience for many of
our athletes. To be part of a grand, well
organised multi-sport games provides
us with an opportunity to feel the very
special atmosphere present when many
different sports meet at the same place.
It is also an excelient opportunity for
us to 'showcase orienteering to athletes
and officials from other sports.

We now look forward to the next World
Games to be held in Kaohsiung, Chi-
nese Taipei, in 2009. Our ambition is to
include a third event on the programme
without extending the period. A sprint
event, in addition to the middle dis-
tance and the mixed relay would fit
very well into the World Games context
and would provide the athletes with an-
other competition opportunity.

1 was very pleased to note the strong
support from our member federations,
at the Presidents’ Conference this

year, for our participation in the World
Games - a commitment that culminated
in the Aichi Resolution. The resolution
provides the IOF with a clear statement
expressing continued co-operation with
the International World Games Associa-
tion and commitment to the ideals and
rules of the World Games.

iorEnte R



Winds of change

BY HUGH CAMERON,
IOF SENIOR VICE PRESIDENT

he prevailing mood in the world of orienteering is one of
optimism as key world and regional policies of the IOF
are energised and realised.

A cornerstone of IOF policy is to spread, strengthen and de-
velop our sport — actively promoting orienteering throughout
the world — to more people in more places. There is a clear
commitment to raising the profile of orienteering by staging
high quality, highly visible events around the world, promot-
ing this wonderful sport in a global context.

This year we witnessed the third occasion on which the World
Orienteering Championships have been staged outside Europe
and the first, in the history of orienteering, to be held in Asia.
The setting was the Aichi Prefecture, Japan. The number of na-
tions present was similar to the number of nations who com-
peted in the championships in Sweden in 2004.

Nations from the Asian Region were well represented, includ-
ing Korea and the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea,
highlighting the significant development that is taking place
in the region and the value of regional co-operation that the
Asian federations have embraced.

Nations from Asia, Oceania and North America such as China,
Japan, Australia, New Zealand and Canada recorded their best
ever performances at a World Orienteering Championship.

The winds of change are certainly stirring.

A record of success

The success of the World Championships in Japan came less
than twelve months after the highly acclaimed 2004 World
Mountain Bike Orienteering Championships staged in Bal-
larat, Australia, where teams from 26 nations and four regions
vied for supremacy in this fast developing discipline; where
the medals were shared by athletes from eight nations; where
the orienteering was highly visible, attractive and exciting, ap-
pealing to competitors, officials, spectators and media.

The international orienteering community also remembers,
with much satisfaction, the very successful staging of the 2001
World Games in Akita and the presence of Ski Orienteering

at the Sugadaira International Culture Festival, held immedi-
ately prior to the Winter Olympic Games in Nagano in 1998,
both events highlighting the commitment of the IOF and its
member federations to the ideals and spirit of both the World
Games and Olympism.







