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Editorial

he first calculations for the new

official IOF World Rankings
have been completed and the leading
positions can be seen on internet (and
also on page 14 of this issue of OW),
so now at last there will be some
competitive meaning to World
Ranking Events (WREs), last year
known as IOF Elite events. This
year’s WRE series, 57 events in all
parts of the world, gives all elite
orienteers the chance to compare
themselves with the best. The list
provides runners with objective
evidence of their achievements which
can be used by themselves and by
their clubs and national federations to
gain additional publicity, and perhaps
also more personal sponsorship.

The organisers of a WRE can also use
the list to help draw media attention
to the event: who are the highest
ranked to have entered, how many
highly-ranked runners will be com-
ing, and so on. And the post-event
report in the paper will have more
impact if a local orienteer has demon-
strably done well against the
acknowledged ‘stars’.

One only has to look at a sport like
tennis to see how much media
attention is given to the ranking
position of a competitor in the build-
up to a match. In a mainstream sport
such as tennis, a personal profile of
each competitor is also provided for
the media. In orienteering, very few
nations have in the past produced
good PR material about their elite
runners, such as the colour leaflets
containing a profile and photograph
of each member of their teams which
were given to the media by Finland
and Sweden at the Ski-O WOC.
Hopefully the launch of the World
Rankings will encourage all nations
to promote their elite more widely.

There is scope for more initiatives
from the IOF as well. How about a
similar scheme to provide Ski-
orienteering World Rankings? This
would surely help to raise the profile
of ski-O further as the IOF continues
its efforts to gain entry to the Winter
Olympics. And the creation of a
regularly updated electronic database
of top elite orienteers’ personal
profiles would be of great benefit to
event commentators and as a media
resource at World Cup races and
World Ranking Events.

Clive Allen

4

Ski-Orienteering World Championships,
Windischgarsten, Austria

Orienteering Skills Count

Good orienteering as well as skiing
skills were essential for success in
the 1998 Ski-orienteering World Champi-
onships held at Windischgarsten, Austria
from 19th to 25th January. So it is not
surprising that some of the medal winners
- Sweden’s Annika Zell (1 gold, 2 silver),
plus Liisa Anttila (2 gold, 1 silver) and
Raino Pesu (1 gold, 1 bronze) from Fin-
land - are not only well established names
in ski-O, but expert foot orienteers too.
Annika Zell has now achieved the impres-
sive record of thirteen Ski-O World
Championship medals since 1986, of which
6 are gold - 3 individual and 3 relay.

These Championships were as usual domi-
nated by Scandinavian teams, with both
Finland and Sweden enjoying much suc-
cess, but Russia advanced dramatically to
take gold both in the men’s relay and
through Victor Korchagin in the long dis-
tance race, and Lithuania gained its
first-ever IOF medal with a short distance
silver for Nerijus Sulcys.

Nicolo Corradini of Italy narrowly failed
to win the long distance gold medal in
three successive championships, this time
taking bronze medal position just 12 sec-
onds behind the winner.

Women’s relay medallists - [ to r Sweden, Finland, Norway photo: Clive Allen

MEDAL WINNERS 1998

SHORT DISTANCE LONG DISTANCE
MEN MEN
GOLD Raino Pesu FIN GOLD Victor Korchagin ~ RUS
SILVER Nerijus Sulcys LTU SILVER Pekka Varis FIN
BRONZE  Kjetil Ulven NOR BRONZE  Nicolo Corradini ITA
WOMEN WOMEN
GOLD Annika Zell SWE GOLD Liisa Anttila FIN
SILVER Lena Hasselstrom SWE SILVER Annika Zell SWE
BRONZE Liisa Anttila FIN BRONZE Lena Hasselstrom SWE

MEN’S RELAY WOMEN’S RELAY

GOLD RUSSIA GOLD FINLAND
(Nikolai Bondar, Eduard Khrennikov, (Mervi Anttila, Terhi Holster,
Victor Korchagin, Liisa Anttila)
Vladislav Kormshtchikov) SILVER SWEDEN

SILVER SWEDEN

(Bjorn Lans, Mikael Lindmark,
Claes Turesson, Bertil Nordqvist)
BRONZE  FINLAND

(Jukka Lanki, Matti Keskinarkaus,
Raino Pesu, Vesa Mikipad)

(Annika Zell, Arja Hannus,

Lena Hasselstrom)

BRONZE NORWAY

(Hanne Sletner, Valborg Madslien,
Hilde G Pedersen)



Snow at the Last Moment!

ki-orienteers have to be adaptable in

outlook. In Windischgarsten, a moun-
tain village in the western Austrian Alps,
first there was no snow, then almost too
much came at once.

The short distance race, which had been
moved to a reserve, higher venue only a
short time before WOC week, was brought
forward to Day 1 since at that time it was
the only area with adequate snow. The
race took place in a heavy snowfall (but
mercifully, little wind) which lasted for 2
days, making the originally chosen long
distance area, at the last gasp, ski-able.

So at the latest possible moment it was
decided to move the relay from the last to
the penultimate day and the long distance
race to the final day, with both races using
the venue for the long distance race. The
planned relay area wasn’t used at all.

All these changes made for lots of work for
the organisers, especially the planners, the

people preparing the maps and the track
makers, all of whom worked long into the
night. General Manager Karl Lex and his
team produced three excellentraces, which
the 130 volunteers involved in one way or
another with the organisation can look
back on with much satisfaction.

Of course there were a few glitches, but
they were relatively minor, and the jury
was never called together to consider a
formal protest. The short distance was too
long and the relay too short, but no-one
seemed too bothered. Everyone was just
thankful that the races could go ahead,
because just before the Championships,
complete cancellation was a distinct pos-
sibility.

The evening ceremonies in the small
squares of the town were performed in
style, and we all left Windischgarsten at
the end of amemorable week reflecting on
a successful Championships - where win-
ter arrived in the nick of time!

1OF Controller Annsi Juutilainen and WOC

General Manager Karl Lex had to re-plan the
whole programme as snow conditions
changed dramatically through the week
photo: Karl Lex

Demanding
Short Distance
in Snowfall

venue close to Hinterstoder, with the

whole competition area above 1400
m, proved to be an extremely demanding
short distance terrain. It was technically
hard (with many controls), the hills were
steep, white-out conditions prevailed on
the higher open land (less than 50% of the
courses were in forest) and some of the
forest paths were hard to pick out.

Heavy snow fell throughout, but the wind
was light. Good orienteering and skiing
skills were needed: ideal conditions for
experienced ski and foot orienteer Annika
Zell to add yet another medal to her large
collection with victory by almost 1 minute

over fellow Swede Lena Hasselstrom, with
Liisa Anttila from Finland third. For 32-
year-old Zell this was her first short distance
gold medal; she had previously gained
silver and bronze at this distance as well as
two gold medals over long distance.

Inthe men’srace 25-year-old student Raino
Pesu from Finland - also a good foot
orienteer and in his third Ski-O World
Championships - took the gold, and Nerijus
Sulcys, Lithuania, the silver medal - the
firstever IOF medal for the Baltic country.
Bronze went to Kjetil Ulven from Nor-
way, for him a great triumph over adversity
since just 5 years ago he underwent a
serious operation to remove cancerous
growth from his left thigh.

Pesu’s win was as emphatic as Zell’s - Im
16s - but he survived a strong challenge
from Victor Korchagin of Russia who had
a clear lead at the spectator control, and
from last but one starter Lars Lystad.

Hills in the background are
still hidden by mist and
heavy snow as the leading
men celebrate victory -
from left: Nerijus Sulcys
LTU, Raino Pesu FIN and
Kjetil Ulven NOR

photo: Clive Allen

LEADING RESULTS

Men, 10.8 km route, 270 m climb:

1. Raino Pesu FIN 44.30, 2. Nerijus Sulcys
LTU 45.46, 3. Kjetil Ulven NOR 47.29, 4.
Victor Korchagin RUS 47.50, 5. Claes
Turesson SWE 47.58, 6. Lars Lystad NOR
48.05,7. Bertil Nordqvist SWE 48.34, 8. Luigi
Girardi ITA 48.41, 9. Tommy Olsen NOR
49.02, 10. Nicolo Corradini ITA 49.19, 11.
Raul Kudre EST 50.01, 12. Nikolai Bondar
RUS 50.10, 13. Jan Pecka CZE 50.12, 14.
Kalle Junnikkala FIN 50.49, 15. Eduard
Khrennikov RUS 51.01, 16= Johann Kugler
AUT & Vesa Makipas FIN 51.17, 18. Lukas
Stoffel SUI51.34, 19. Bjorn Lans SWE 52.00.
20. Jan Beguin SUI 52.32.

Women, 8.6 km route, 230 m climb:

1. Annika Zell SWE 46.06, 2. Lena Hass-
elstrom SWE47.02, 3. Liisa AnttilaFIN 47.17,
4. Arja Hannus SWE 47.28, 5. Svetlana
Khaustova RUS 48.14, 6. Terhi Holster FIN
48.58, 7. Tatiana Naumova RUS 49.30, 8.
Hanne Sletner NOR 50.17, 9. Mall Alev EST
51.46, 10. Ann-Charlotte Carlsson SWE 52.13,
11. Natalia Frei RUS 52.20, 12. Mervi Anttila
FIN 52.46. 13. Hanna Kosonen FIN 53.03, 14.
Hilde G Pedersen NOR 54.56, 15. Stine H
Kirkevik NOR 56.13, 16. Maret Vaher EST
57.08, 17. Valborg Madslien NOR 57.34, 18.
Tereza Kucharova CZE 58.46, 19. Vilma
Rudzenskaite LTU 58.51, 20. Ruth Vaher

EST 39.23

Very Slow Times

Winning times were over 15 minutes longer
than recommended, due to the technicality
of the courses, poor visibility and the depth
of new snow; it had been snowing heavily
for the previous 30 hours.



1998 Ski-Orienteering World Championships
Russians Triumph in Relay

eather and snow conditions were

fine for the relay, where the finish
area provided good views of competitors
swooping down a steep alpen meadow from
the penultimate to the last control. Specta-
tors became even more alert when it was
seen that a favoured route choice on this
leg, presumably not considered by the
course planner, was straight through the
middle of the spectator area! Leg times
were short - under 23 minutes for the fastest
women skiers - and the leading teams were
always close together, so there was plenty
of excitement.

In the men’s race Russia led narrowly
throughout, with Sweden and Finland bat-
tling closely for the silver and bronze

Relay victory for Finland - Liisa Anttila
celebrates as she completes the last leg
photo: Pirjo Valjanen

LEADING RESULTS

MEN: I. Russia (Nikolai Bondar, Eduard
Khrennikov, Victor Korchagin, Vladislav
Kormshtchikov) 1.50.50, 2. Sweden (Bjorn
Lans, Mikael Lindmark, Claes Turesson,
Bertil Nordqvist) 1.52.43, 3. Finland (Jukka
Lanki, Matti Keskinarkaus, Raino Pesu, Vesa
Maikipdd) 1.53.59, 4. Norway 1.56.52, 5.
Czech Republic 1.59.44, 6. Switzerland
2.04.10, 7. Estonia 2.07.52, 8. Italy 2.09.44,
9. Lithuania 2.11.03, 10. Austria 2.13.56.
WOMEN: 1. Finland (Mervi Anttila, Terhi
Holster, Liisa Anttila) 1.09.53, 2. Sweden
(Annika Zell, Arja Hannus, Lena
Hasselstrom) 1.10.48, 3. Norway (Hanne
Sletner, Valborg Madslien, Hilde G Pedersen)
1.10.58,4.Russia 1.11.20,5.Estonia 1.16.09,
6. Lithuania 1.16.39, 7. Czech Republic
1.22.45, 8. Germany 1.28.14, 9. Switzerland

1.33.59, 10. Slovakia 1.34.00.
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medals. Sweden finally clinched the silver
with Bertil Nordqvist on the last leg re-
cording the fastest leg time of the day. For
Russia this was their biggest ever success
in ski-orienteering; their previous best was
a silver in the women’s relay in
Lillehammer in 1996.

Russia also led after the first leg in the
women’s race, but Finland proved to be
the strongest team on the day, winning in
the end by almost 1 minute. Pre-race fa-
vourites Sweden were never in contention
for the lead, but Lena Hasselstrom was
fastest of all to bring Sweden up on the last
leg from 4th to 2nd. Norway held 3rd place
throughout the race, with Russia dropping
to 4th.

A delighted Viadimir Kormshtchikov brings
the Russian team home for a historic victory
photo: Clive Allen

Ski-WOC Jottings

28 Nations Present

Ski-O reinforced its bid to become a Win-
ter Olympic sport with a record number of
28 nations competing in the Champion-
ships. Croatia, The Netherlands and
Slovenia were represented for the first
time, and long-time absentees Australia
and Belgium were back.

Traditional Punching Used

Following difficulties with the Emit elec-
tronic punching system at the previous
Ski-O World Championships in Norway
two years ago, when competitors found it
difficult to place the E-card accurately on
the control unit whilst wearing heavy
gloves and carrying ski poles, traditional
punches and control cards were used here.

Limited Media Interest

Austrian TV was present on the final day
and Slovakian TV sent a representative to
cover the whole Championships, other-
wise mediainterest was small compared to
a foot-O WOC. Access for the press to
good camera positions at the race venues

was restricted, especially at the relay; in-
ternational event organisers who can
provide well-marshalled access to some
controls in the forest and close to the start
and finish lines generally find the effort
well rewarded with fine close-up action
pictures of their races - future race organ-
isers please note!

New Job for Hugh Cameron

Competitors called to the Doping Control
after their races found it manned by IOF
Vice-President Hugh Cameron, standing
in for Brit Volden who was unable to be
present. Hugh, who had to adapt quickly
from the 30°+ temperatures back home in
Australia, had a busy week as the main
IOF representative until President Sue
Harvey arrived on the Friday.

IOF Present in Force

The IOF Council met at the Champion-
ships, the first time it has met at a Ski-O
WOC. As well as the Ski-O Committee,
the Events Standards, Map and Foot-O
Committees also met in Windischgarsten,
several of their members encountering ski-
orienteering for the first time.

The first Controllers’ Clinic for
ski-orienteers was held in
Windischgarsten just before the
Championships. Participating
were (1 to r) Wolf Eberle AUT,
Niklas Eriksson SWE, Erich
Simkovics AUT, David Rosen
GBR (course leader), Herwig
Allwinger AUT, Magne Brekke
NOR, Daniel Sigesser SUI,
Hansrueidi Hany SUI, Veli-
Markku Korteniemi FIN and
Yngve Mobrdthen NOR
photo: David Rosen







