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Editorial

Variety is the Spice of Life

One of the fascinations of orienteering is
its endless variety. Even with standard-
ised international rules, an orienteering visit
to a new land comes as a completely new
experience. In part this is due to our sport’s
particularly close contact with the shape of
the terrain and its flora and fauna, and in
part due to the often quite different customs
established by organisers in different
countries within the rules framework. And
because an orienteering event caters for all
age groups and standards, one feels much
closer contact with the new country’s life-
style too.

Recently China held its first multi-day
event, and I’m sure many orienteers will
already be pencilling the next APOC - in
October 1998 in China - into their diaries.
Chile comes into the spotlight in this issue
of OW, and there are promising signs that
Chile and its neighbour Argentina will soon
also be members of the IOF family. With
support particularly from Spain and Portu-
gal, South America could become a
significant orienteering growth area in the
next few years - but, in accordance with
local life-style, events seem likely to be
largely more recreational in nature than is
the norm in Europe.

In July this year the IOF Congress will take
place in Israel - another country where high
participation by recreational orienteers has
been a central feature of the sport’s rapid
growth in recent years. The Congress will
be asked to decide on adopting mountain-
bike orienteering as a new discipline, and
the new vogue for elite park races will no
doubt also be discussed. Yet more variety;
park orienteering by bicycle is another
variation, see page 18!

Whilst most sports aim for standard condi-
tions the world over, this endless variety is
one of the plus-points of orienteering - part
of the fun which, as Sue Harvey argues in
this issue’s President’s Column, should be
one of our main objectives when framing
our rules.
Clive Allen

The Editor is Moving!
From March 1st, as well as being Editor of
Orienteering World 1 shall be warden of
Crowcombe Heathfield Youth Hostel in
south-west England. Visitors are welcome!
The new Editorial Address is:
Denzel House, Crowcombe Heathfield,
Taunton, Somerset, England TA4 4BT,
telephone & fax +44 1984 667249.
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Newslines

Skogssport’s

World Rankings

Classic distance world champions
Jorgen Martensson and Katalin Oldh
head the 1995 ranking lists published
by the Swedish O-magazine Skogssport,
with the two short distance champions,
Yuri Omeltchenko and Marie-Luce
Romanens, taking the second places.

This is the 11th year that Jorgen
Martensson has appeared in the top ten
since the lists were started in 1982, and
the 4th time he has been at the top - a
remarkable record.

MEN
1 (8) Jorgen Mértensson SWE
2 (-) Yuri Omeltchenko UKR
3 (1) Janne Salmi FIN
4 (3) Carsten Jgrgensen DEN
5 (10) Thomas Biihrer SUI
6 (-) Bjgrnar Valstad NOR
7 (-) Lars Holmqvist SWE

8 (9) Johan Ivarsson SWE
9 (-) Timo Karppinen FIN
10 (-) Svajunas Ambrazas LTU
WOMEN
1 (-) Katalin Olah HUN
2 (-) Marie-L. Romanens SUI
3 (5) Yvette Hague GBR
4 (-) Eija Koskivaara FIN
5 (1) Marlena Jansson SWE
6 (-) Frauke Schmitt-Gran GER
7 (-) Marcela Kubatkova CZE
8 (-) Annika Viilo FIN
9 (7) Anna Bogren SWE

10 (4) Hanne Sandstad NOR

International Park Cup

Programme Finalised

Dates and venues have now been final-
ised for the international Park Cup series
announced in OW 95/5 and 95/6. At a
press conference held in Vasa, Finland,
where the first event will take place on
13th June, event coordinator Anders
Vestergéard announced that the compe-
tition has attracted 90 minutes’ live
coverage on Finnish TV. 20 men and 20
women will run ‘super short distance’
courses of just 3 km, with expected
winning times of 11 and 13 minutes for
the two classes.

The series continues in Laxa, south of
Orebro, Sweden on 20th July and in
Oslo on 31st July, and the final will be
held in Prague on 29th October. All the
races have been arranged in conjunc-
tion with major international events -
the first, for example, is 2 days before
the Jukola relays, whilst the third slots
in between World Cup races in Sweden
and Norway.

Invitations to take part in the series are
going out to 24 of the world’s best
orienteers, including world champions
Jorgen Martensson, Yuri Omeltchenko,
Katalin Oldh and Marie-Luce
Romanens. Twelve further places will
be decided after the first World Cup
series in Latvia and Lithuania, and the
remaining four places will be allocated
by the local organisers.

A Steering Committee has been set up
comprising Ola Gustafsson, Sweden,
Jaroslav Kacmarcik, Czech Republic,
Jorgen Martensson, Sweden, Erik
Unaas, Norway, Anders Vestergard,
Finland and Gavert Waag, Sweden.

The IOF is following developments
closely, keen to supportinitiatives with
strong media potential whilstconcerned
to ensure that no conflicts are created
with existing commitments for run-
ners and arrangements made by - for
example - World Cup organisers. IOF
President Sue Harvey comments: “Itis
important that our event programme
develops and experimenting with new
ways of doing things is part of this
process. I believe that many of the top
international runners are in favour of
park events in limited number and in
conjunction with (before or after) other
major events which draw the elite. Our
national federations will have varied
views, of course, but I believe they
could be supportive of such an initia-
tive provided that clashes with other
legitimate demands on athletes’ time
and energy and funding are avoided.
Careful planning of the international
calendar is of prime importance to the
sport as a whole”.

The 24 Invited Runners

Jorgen Maértensson (SWE), Yuri
Omeltchenko (UKR), Janne Salmi
(FIN), Carsten Jgrgensen (DEN),
Thomas Biihrer (SUI), Bjgrnar
Valstad (NOR), Johan Ivarsson
(SWE), Timo Karppinen (FIN),
Svajunas Ambrazas (LTU), Petter
Thoresen (NOR), Allan Mogensen
(DEN), Steve Hale (GBR).
Katalin Olah (HUN), Marie-Luce
Romanens (SUI), Yvette Hague
(GBR), Eija Koskivaara (FIN),
Marlena Jansson (SWE), Frauke
Schmitt-Gran (GER), Marcela
Kubatkova (CZE), Anna Bogren
(SWE), Hanne Sandstad (NOR),
Reeta-Mari Kolkkala (FIN), Hanne
Staff (NOR), Vroni Koénig (SUD).




APOC 96
in Hong Kong

Three 1n a row for Katie Fettes

ew Zealander Katie Fettes

won her third successive
W21E APOC title in Hong
Kong with a 5-minute win over
APOC newcomer Irina
Tschscheglova of Kazakstan.
Third was Japan’s Sanae Kiue.
Maria Eriksson of Sweden fin-
ished over a minute ahead of
Irina, but was not eligible for
an APOC placing as these
placings are restricted to com-
petitors from Asian or Pacific
nations.

Inthe M21E competition Swit-
zerland’s Martin Okle was the
fastest competitor around the
course, but Japan’s Shin
Murakoshi, a veteran of sev-
eral World Championships,
finished just over a minute be-
hind him to take the APOC
title. Then followed Ryohei
Toshimitsu of Japan and Alex
Morgan of Hong Kong.

Competing at APOC for the
first time were China, Chinese

Katie Fettes in the
finish chute, winning
her third successive

W2I1E APOC title
photo: David Hogg

Report on the Asia-
Pacific Orienteering
Championships by
DAVID HOGG

Taipei and Kazakstan. The
small team from Kazakstan,
which made its international
debutat WOC 95, finished with
reasonable success, winning 3
medals in the classic event as
well as the M35 relay. China
also picked up some medals in
the shorter M21 classes.

The short course event, in con-
trast to the classic, offered
medals to all comers, opening
up the competition to the Euro-
pean representatives. The gold
medals in the elite classes still
went to APOC orienteers. In
W21E Australia’s Christine
Brown just edged out Sanae
Kiue from Japan by 6 seconds
while Shin Murakoshi turned
the tables on Martin Okle to
take M21E by over a minute.

The decision to hold APOC
’96 in Hong Kong was taken in
order to give Hong Kong its
last chance to hold APOC be-
fore the British colony is
returned to China in mid-1997.
Hopefully the orienteering ex-
pertise thathas been developed
in Hong Kong in recent years
will be used to promote the
sport in China, which is one of
the world’s current growth ar-
eas in orienteering.

Chinese
Curtain-Raiser

Many of the APOC visitors had
a taste of Chinese orienteering
in Guangzhou in the south of
China immediately before
APOC. The Chinese event pro-
vided arare experience, bothin
the orienteering and in seeing
the Chinese way of life.

The Chinese hosts made sure
that the visitors were well
looked after throughout their
stay, even providing police es-
corts to guide the orienteering
buses efficiently through the
congested and noisy city traf-
fic. While the technical
standard of the maps and
courses reflected the fact that
China is still on its way up a
steep learning curve, the com-
petitors still enjoyed the new
experience of orienteering
through orange orchards and
pineapple plantations, with the
place-getters being rewarded
with attractive Chinese vases
and tea sets. Swedish orien-
teering missionary Peo
Bengtsson was full of praise
and encouragement for the
hosts when he spoke at the clos-
ing banquet.

Thereal test of orienteers’ faith
in China as a future orienteer-
ing nation came at the meeting
of APOCnations in Hong Kong
which supported China’s ap-
plication to host APOC ’98.
This will be held in Beijing in
October 1998, and should be a
great experience.

Carsten On Top Down Under

DAVID HOGG reports on the Australian 5-Days

D enmark’s Carsten Jgrgen-
sen just managed to hold
out Australia’s Grant Bluett to
win the M21E class in the In-
ternational Five-days Event
held in Ballarat, Australia in
January. The last day was a
chasing start based on the best
3 results from the previous 4
races, worked out via a points
system. Carsten started the fi-
nal day 2m 32s ahead of Grant,
but finished only 8 seconds
ahead with Grant punching the
last control in sight of the finish
while Carsten crossed the line.

Tracy Bluett, Grant’s sister,
who raised her profile in Eu-
rope last year with S5th and 7th
placings in W20 in the Nordic
Championships, won W21E.
Starting 5 minutes clear in the
chasing start, she was untrou-
bled to win. Most interest
centred on the battle for 2nd
place with Mary Fien gaining 2
minutes on Australian Cham-
pion Natasha Rowe to take the
honours.

A feature of the week, held on
Day 4, was the inaugural Aus-

tralian Orienteering Speed
Challenge, abrainchild of War-
ren Key who set the courses.
Set in very fast, undulating eu-
calyptterrain, this wasideal for
Carsten Jgrgensen who won the
course of exactly 10kmin43m
44s. Two and a half minutes
behind was Tom Quayle (4th
place-getter in the last two
JWOC classics).

The women had a similar race
over 5 km, wonby Tracy Bluett
just 2 seconds ahead of veteran
Louise Fairfax. The Speed
Challenge provided great en-
tertainment for all the other
participants at the Five-days
and was enjoyed by the elites.

Spring in Spain
Attracts Veterans

By late January, more than
2,000 entries had been re-
ceived for this year’s Vet-
eran World Cup in Spain in
mid-April, representing
more than 30 countries.

The course planners, led by
Martin Kronlund who will
be 80 this year, have been
working hard to provide
good quality orienteering in
the Spanish pine forests. The
social side of the event ap-
pears likely to be unforgetta-
ble, with it coinciding with
Murcia’s Spring Festival.




Temuco,

Chile -

new orienteering

hot spot

by KIELL MELANDER and
JORGEN GUSTAFSSON, Sweden
In the city of Temuco, orienteering activity is today at

simmering level amongst the sympathetic Chileans. All
the right conditions exist to raise the temperature and

let the activity boil!

How it started

The former West German na-
tional squad member Dietrich
Kithnemuth settled down near
Temucoin Chilein 1982 where
he invested in a farming prop-
erty on a long term basis to
make his living. Parallel to his
purposeful development of the
farm, Dietrich has kept his pas-
sion for orienteering. During
the Military World Champion-
ships, CISM, in Brazil in 1992,
Dietrich was present as a spec-
tator to establish important
orienteering contacts. There is

no doubt that Temuco, the third
largest city in Chile, can be-
come a focal point for
orienteering activity in South
America.

In 1991 Dietrich produced the
first orienteering map, of an
area at the foot of the beautiful
volcano Llaima, in the Parque
Nacional Los Paraguas. The
fabulous and unique Araucaria
trees at 1400 metres above sea
level, growing on old lava
streams with incredible detail,
provide perfect conditions for

orienteering propaganda at the
highest level. The map is de-
signed in Spanish and printed
with complete IOF norm, con-
trol definitions and technical
competition rules.

On this map Dietrich arranged
the first Chilean Orienteering
Championship, with partici-
pants from Aricain the north to
Punta Arenas in the south.
Through his good contacts he
succeeded in attracting two
national TV channels to cover
the 4-day Championship, in
addition to the press. One of
the TV channels even filmed
from ahelicopter to get the best
shots!

Good Access

There is good transport access
to the Parque Nacional Los
Paraguas which is frequently
visited by tourists interested in
observing the nature. It is also
possible toclimb the snow-cov-
ered active volcano Llaima,
3125 metres high. In the centre
of the map there is a very nice
youth hostel equipped to ahigh
standard. In the vicinity of
Llaima there are excellent pos-
sibilities to extend the mapped
area.

Activities so far

On his farm, Fundo El Gringo,
Dietrich arranged the first Chil-
ean Army Championship in
October 1994 on a five-colour
map with IOF norms. The two
individual competitions and the
terminating relay on the map
Lalsla, situated only 5 minutes
from the centre of Temuco, also
served as selection races for
the nation-wide Defence
Championship.

The Chilean defence has had a
lot of support from Dietrich,
with his broad knowledge of
orienteering organisation. He
arranged the latest Defence
Championship, in November
1994, on the Parque Nacional
Los Paraguas map with great
success and received a lot of
appreciation from the Air Force
Generals. University squads
participatedin the competitions
to compare their orienteering
skills with military groups from
all 12 Regions in Chile.

Strong Media Interest

The events were very well cov-
ered by the media, including 6
radio stations and 2 national
TV channels, one of which had
well-developed plans to broad-

Part of

PARQUE NACIONAL
LOS PARAGUAS
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