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Some people run around the block.
Others don’t run around anything

There are those whose
passion for beating a
challenge makes every
incline a dare. Whether it
demands running, pedaling
or hiking, they crave the
uphill battle. We see
them as a challenge to our
own passion for crafting
athletic shoes. And we've
replied with our outdoor
series. What makes them
unique! The unsurpassed
craftsmanship of KeSwiss.
A feature you'll appreciate,
no matter which way you

get to the top.

[ Crted i passion i
Title Sponsor For The 1994 IOF World Cup Events.
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Editorial

his issue of Orienteering World focuses

on two themes which seem likely to
carry much attention during 1995: the
variety of ways in which we can practise our
sport, and the impact of ever-developing
technology.

On mountain bikes in a French forest, on
foot in the flooded streets of Venice, on a
horse on the wooded hills of Germany or on
skis in such contrasting venues as northern
Russia and New Zealand’s South Island - all
of them serious orienteering competitions,
well organised under standardised rules; no
other sport can match the variety we can
offer. This year our policy-makers will be
asked to decide whether orienteering on
mountain bikes should be ‘recognised’ as a
distinct discipline in the same way as ski-
orienteering is. Certainly there would be
gains - the glamour image of mountain bikes
which could attract more sponsorship, and
our increased ability to guide the develop-
ment of O-MB so as to avoid environmental
conflicts, to cite just two. On the other hand,
some orienteers do not want to see any of the
precious time and energy of our valued
organisers being diverted from ‘classical’
foot-O. This important decision is perhaps
not that easy.

We will see - one thing is certain: orienteer-
ing on mountain bikes is here to stay. A
catchy name for this brash upstart would
help attract the media. The IOF Council has
argued that “mountain bike orienteering”
(MBO) stresses the MB and not the O and
wants the O to come first instead. That
argument doesn’t address the problem that
you have something of a mouthful which-
ever way you say it. One could say just
‘bike-orienteering’, like ‘ski-orienteering’,
but that lacks glamour. Perhaps a reader can
suggest something better?

Electronic punching and tracking systems,
advances in computerised mapping - the
technologists amongst us are hard at work,
and the guardians of the rules must work
equally hard to ensure that event standards
are not being compromised for the sake of
convenience or media demands. We must
also balance benefits against costs. This year
we will have the first World Championships
where instant split times will be available as
soon as each runner finishes - something
which will create immense interest amongst
runners, spectators and, not least, the media.
But a whole nation changing to a new
punching system (see page 7)? That’s
another important decision to be made.

Clive Allen

Mika Kuisma Kkilled in car
accident

The sad news reached OW as it was
going to press that the leading Finnish
male orienteer in 1994, Mika Kuisma,
was killed in a road accident on 11th
January whilst on his way home. Mika
Kuisma was 3rd in the overall World
Cup rankings in 1994, achieving 2nd
place in both the New Zealand and
Norway events. He competed in the
World Championships in 1991 and
1993, his best placings being 8th in
short distance in 1991 and 10th in the
classic race in 1993. Aged 27, he was
a very popular member of the Finnish
team and well-known and liked by
orienteers the world over. He was mar-
ried last summer and his wife is
expecting a baby in April. Orienteer-
ing World sends its deepest sympathy
to his family on their tragic loss.

The 1994 World Masters

Games
Report by David Hogg

More than 23,600 people from 68 coun-
tries attended the World Masters
Games in Brisbane at the end of Sep-
tember, where orienteering was one of
30 sports represented. Just over 150
took part in the orienteering, the low
number being attributed to the proxim-
ity of the Australian Championships
and the perceived high entry fee.

Those who went, however, were treated
to a different kind of sporting experi-
ence from the usual high-profile
orienteering event. The special fea-
ture was that it was part of a huge
sporting carnival, with the opportunity
to enjoy sports other than orienteering
too. Orienteering participants included
a Dane who had not orienteered for 40
years and an American thrower who
had not had the opportunity to experi-
ence orienteering at home.

The IOF, which was keen to have Aus-
traliastage orienteering in these Games,
is actively trying to recruit new orien-
teering nations. About 30 of the 68
nations represented at the Games are
currently not IOF members. If such
Games are able to attract a few enthu-
siastic representatives from these
nations to try orienteering, who knows
where this might lead?

NEWSLINES

Skogssport’s
World Rankings

Janne Salmi and Marlene Jansson are
atthe head of the Swedish O-magazine
Skogssport's World Rankings tables
for 1994, based on results in events
throughout the season. Salmi was
pushed close by World Cup winner
Petter Thoresen, but outstanding runs
earlierin the seasoninraces such as the
Tiomila and Jukolarelays clinched top
place for Salmi. Jansson headed the
women’s list by a clear margin; Swit-
zerland’s Sabrina Meister-Fesseler
achieved third place with wins in the
German 3-days, the Danish Spring Cup
and the World Student Championships
backing up her fine World Cup per-
formances. The top 10 (1993 positions
in brackets) are:

MEN
1(-) Janne Salmi Finland
2 (1) Petter Thoresen Norway
3 (-) Carsten Jgrgensen Denmark
4 (-) Hévard Tveite Norway
5 (-) Rudolf Ropek Czech Rep.
6 (-) Mika Kuisma Finland
7 (-) Chris Terkelsen Denmark
8 (3) Jorgen Mértensson Sweden
9 (-) Johan Ivarsson Sweden
10 (-) Thomas Biihrer Switzerland
WOMEN
1 (6) Marlena Jansson Sweden
2 (-) Hanne Staff Norway

3 (-) Sabrina M-Fesseler Switzerland

4 (-) Hanne Sandstad Norway
5(4) Yvette Hague Great Britain
6 (-) Gunilla Svard Sweden
7(2) Anna Bogren Sweden
8 (10) Anette Nilsson Sweden
9 (-) Vroni K6nig Switzerland
10 (-) Katarina Borg Sweden

1994 Australian Champion-
ships and O-League

Jim Russell and Nicki Taws were win-
ners of the 1994 Australian O-League,
and ACT comfortably took the team
competition. Russell’s win was the re-
sult of a brilliant run in the Australian
Championships, the final event in the
League, held on Cantara sand dunes in
South Australia; his winning margin
was five minutes, with Jock Davis in
second place. Tracy Bluett became
Australian women’s champion: she
was more than seven minutes quicker
than Carolyn Jackson.



Mountain biking has become a major
outdoor pastime the world over. The
sales of mountain bikes in Western Europe
now far outstrip those of all other cycles. In
spite of its name, which has historical rea-
sons, this activity is not linked to mountains;
a more apt name would be “all-terrain bik-
ng”.

Mountain biking has also become a competi-
tive sport. First held 5 years ago, the World
Championships now attract teams from over
50 countries. This tremendous development
has led it to appear on the event programme
of the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta. It is
interesting to note that this sport has grown
more through its attractiveness as a popular
leisure activity than through the fame of
champions hyped-up by the media.

Lovers of the outdoors, orienteers have also
been attracted to mountain biking as it wid-
ens their range of activities. Their logical

Orienteering on Mountain Bikes -

The First International Event
EDMOND SZECHENYI describes a historic occasion

reaction was to combine it with orienteering.
At present orienteering on mountain bikes
(O-MB) is being regularly organised in 9 or
more countries. But in others, mountain bik-
ers have not waited for orienteers and are
attempting to develop their own forms of
‘orienteering’. Leisure mountain bikers need
to orienteer to find their way. This naturally
leads some to set competitive objectives that
involve orienteering.

Some environmentalists are rightly afraid of
the damage that uncontrolled mountain bik-
ing can do to nature. This is where

A competitor tackles an awkward slope in the
O-MB international photo: Rimantas Mikaitis

orienteering has a vital role to play: an organ-
ised sport with strict rules worked out to
satisfy environmental requirements can safe-
guard the reputation and the future of all
forms of orienteering.

To remain the sole controlling force in our
sport we must control all aspects of its prac-
tice. It is clear that there is vast scope for
O-MB all over the world. Most present day
IOF member countries could rapidly prac-
tise it at top international level since terrain
requirements are far less demanding than
they are in the ‘nordic’ type of orienteering
on foot. Moreover, O-MB should be a very
good vector for enlarging the general recog-
nition of orienteering.

Orienteering on mountain bikes is an excit-
ing sport. It calls on both physical and mental
aptitudes in very much the same way as
orienteering on skis. In fact the rules devel-
oped by the French Orienteering Federation
are based on skiing. The essential rules are
that cycling off the roads, paths and tracks
shown on the map is strictly forbidden and
that the ‘cyclability’ of the tracks must be
shown on the map by green overprinting (as
for ski tracks). Unlike skiing, tracks cannot
be made to satisfy course planners. Techni-
cal organisation s therefore relatively simple:
terrain with a good network of tracks is used
and courses are planned solely with a view to
route choices. The ideal competition type for
O-MB is of course the one-man-relay but
thisis not always possible, particularly in the
case of small simple events.

In 1994 the French Orienteering Federation
considered that there was now sufficient in-
terest in this form of orienteering to invite all
IOF member federations to a first interna-
tional match to be held in conjunction with its
5th national championships. This took place
near Fréjus (France) on the 12th and 13th
November. Teams came from the Czech Re-
public, Great Britain, Italy, Spain and France.
Some countries where this activity exists
showed interest but were unable to send a
team. The eventincludedindividual and relay
competitions.

As there are as yet no internationally recog-
nised rules, the event was run according to
current practice in France. This handicapped
some of the competitors as the event types
they were used to may have been somewhat
different. In the individual event the six best
cyclists from any one country were taken into
account and in the relay the best team from
each country. The results show that a number
of the top cyclists are also elite orienteers on
foot.

This first international match has set the ball
rolling. At the closing ceremony of the event,
a representative of the Czech team officially
announced that the Czech Republic would
host the 2nd International O-MB Match in
September 1995.

RESULTS: Men: 1. Olivier Coupat FRA
1.42.22, 2. Jaroslav Rygl CZE 1.45.32, 3.
Mira Rygl CZE 1.46.29, 4. Rudolf Ropek
CZE 1.47.47, 5. Pavel Bures CZE 1.53.58.
Women: 1. Martina Horackova CZE 1.50.32,
2. Sarka Zurynkova CZE 1.57.41, 3. Kathryn
Newberry GBR 2.05.52, 4. Anna Podrabska
CZE 2.06.18, 5. Elisabeth Masson FRA
2.14.44.

Men’s relay: 1. France, 2. Czech Republic,
3. Spain. Women’s relay: 1. Czech Repub-
lic, 2. France, 3. Spain.
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The popular annual Venice Street-O event, held
every November through the maze of city streets
and throngs of tourists, is always a special experi-
ence. Last year it was even more special than usual.
MARK SYLVESTER describes

A Wet Business

he 1994 version of the an-

nual Venice Street-O
event certainly lived up to the
city’s watery character: it was
a wet business. The leaden sky
as we drove from Trieste
warned of the downpour that
began about noon, but the an-
nouncement as we were
preparing to start that we should
expect ‘aquaalta’ madeitclear
that this race would be special.
This ‘high water’ is the most
obvious sign that the city is
sinking into the lagoon: the
combination of a high tide and
the scirocco blowing up the
Adriatic sends the level of the
lagoon well above street level,
by asmuch as ametre in places.

Indeed, there were already lit-
tle waves breaking over the
Zattere, next to the Stazione
Maritima which served as this
year’s race centre. I headed in-
land towards the start, along
quieter canals where the
flooded pavements were less
turbulent, trying vainly to keep
my new trainers out of the
murky suspension of dog ex-
crement.

Route Choice Criteria -
Flood Depth and
Tourist Density

Clearly, probability and depth
of flooding were going to be

important route-choice criteria.
I'wondered how useful contour
lines with, say a 5 cm interval
would be whilstnoting how the
rising water delineated the shal-
low re-entrant in the piazza in
front of the Church of the
Carmini (14th Century) where
we were waiting to start.

Mass Pre-Start

There were, by the way, Masses
going on inside all morning, so
it was possible to nip in before
starting if you were that way
inclined. Not a common facil-
ity at the start!

The other important criterion
for route choice in Venice is
the tourist density. This has a
huge effect on running speed,
andIhave long maintained that
the map needs something cor-
responding to the shades of
green, which would convey this
information.

Thus from 5 to 6 T had to choose
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between Rio San Leonardo -
strada Nova, which was likely
tobe crowded, and Fondamenta
degli Ormesini, which was
likely to be flooded. I chose the
latter. It was.

Malicious Appeal

Here I met the first gumbooted
old ladies cringing at the sight
of a splashing orienteer, ap-
pealing tometokeep well clear.
This was easy on the wide
pavement of the Ormesini, but
later on tourist-splashing be-
gan to take on a certain
malicious appeal.

Deep in the ‘Fight’!

From 7 to 8 I was drawn by the
long straight line of the
Fondamenta Nove, facing on
to the lagoon. This turned out
tobe awash with the most enor-
mous waves, up to 30 cm high.
An exciting gallop! Number
10 was in a little corner facing
on to aminor canal. Knee-deep
in the murky water, I was not
too sure just where the edge of
the canal was! Number 11 was
justoff one corner of St Mark’s
Square - deep in the ‘fight’!

"Tide Peaked at 11"

The tide peaked at about 11,
butfrom 12 onthere was steady,
heavy rain, so things were
vaguely balanced. I didn’t stay
for the prizegiving, what with
the general wetness, but all I
saw of the race was well organ-
ised for the size of the event -
rather bigger than the typical
Italian O-meset.

Riding back to Piazzale Roma
with the rain drumming onthe
roof of the vaporetto, crossing
the wide greeny-grey Giudecca
Canal, I might have reflected
onwhata grand and crazy busi-
ness it is, orienteering in
Venice, Queen of the Seas, but
the sentiment is no less true for
having struck me again only-
now.

The 1995 event will take place
on 5th November.






