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Some people run around the block.
Others don’t run around anything.

There are those whose
_passion for beating a
challenge makes every
incline a dare. Whether it
demands running, pedaling
or hiking, they crave the
uphill battle. We see
them as a challenge to our
own passion for crafting
athletic shoes. And we’ve

replied with our outdoor

series. What makes them
unique! The unsurpassed
craftsmanship of KeSwiss.
A feature you'’ll appreciate,
no matter which way you

get to the top.

[ Crated ichpasion
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Editorial

Grasping the Nettle of
Elite-level Publicity

The topic of publicity features strongly
in this issue of Orienteering World
- and it could well become one of
the IOF’s dominant themes in 1994. Sue
Harvey on page 8 spells out very clearly the
link between orienteering’s ability to sell
itself, through the media appeal of compe-
titions and public recognition of the ‘stars’,
and the funding which comes to the sport
and its elite through sponsorship and na-
tional support. There have been some fine
local initiatives - the Nordic Relay League
seems likely to be the latest of these. New
sponsorship, most recently from K-Swiss,
and good publicity have been generated by
the steady development in profile of the
World Cup series.

However in many nations there has been
little progress in improving recognition or
knowledge of our sport, and in the recent
years of Western economic recession the
amount of sponsorship attracted by orien-
teering has actually declined in some
countries. Whilst the responsibility for tack-
ling this situation lies very largely with

Leading Scandinavian
Runners Retire

Missing from the Swedish elite squad in
1994 are the names of Marita Skogum and
Kent Olsson, both of whom have decided
to retire from elite competition after 10
years at the top. In his final World Champi-
onships in the USA, Olsson with his 4th
place in the classic distance race narrowly
failed to equal Norwegian Oyvin Thon’s
record of 8 WOC medals. He was Indi-
vidual World Champion in France in 1987.
Skogum was 2nd to Annika Kringstad in
the Individual race in the 1983 WOC in
Hungary and a member of that year’s win-
ning Relay team, and then achieved
Individual Gold in 1989 and 1993.

Rolf Vestre, Sth in the 1993 WOC Classic
race, has also announced his retirement
from top-level competition. He gained a
Gold medal as a member of Norway’s
winning relay team in 1989.
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individual national federations, the IOF
also has a key part to play because it is the
competitions between nations or their rep-
resentatives on a world-wide level which
can attract the most attention from the
media. Have we found a televisable form
of the sport which adequately retains its
essential characteristics? It would seem
not, although perhaps we are getting close
to it with the ‘one-man relay’ form of
event. Are we providing a consistently
attractive world fixtures programme?
World star Petter Thoresen said not in his
article in OW 93/2.

Some new models for the IOF events pro-
gramme were discussed at the President’s
Conference in October and will be pre-
sented for debate at this year’s Congress in
June. Following up the argument above,
these new models should be examined
against the criterion of giving our elite
stars adequate opportunity to take partin a
media-orientated series of events, hope-
fully televised for potential world-wide
distribution, every year. A lot of work
needs to be done; perhaps the IOF should
include, in the new structure also to be
debated at this year’s Congress, a Working
Group with the specific brief to tackle all
aspects of this question.

And what about Orienteering World’srole
in reporting and giving results of elite

Nordic Relay League
takes in Top Events

Afterasuccessful trial yearin which NTHI
(Norway) finished as top club, the Nordic
Relay League in 1994 will be based on
four of the world’s top relay events:

Spring Cup in Denmark
10-mila in Sweden
Jukola Relay in Finland
Norwegian O-Festival

Open to club teams from throughout Eu-
rope, the Nordic Relay League aims to
help improve the media awareness of ori-
enteering as a serious international
competitive sport.

The organisers have engaged a top sports
marketing firm to find sponsorship which
they hope will lead to prizes of value
100,000 Swedish Kroner - the highest ever
in orienteering history.

performances? Read Bill Melville’s letter
on page 18 and write in with your views!

With an eye to the forthcoming applica-
tion for inclusion in the 2002 Winter
Olympics, ski-orienteering will be setting
out its stall and hoping for fine conditions
and good publicity at the World Champi-
onships next month; keen competition for
the medals is assured. The Italian organis-
ers have been working hard on their
publicity, and the signs (see page 4) are
encouraging.

Orienteering could have done without one
piece of publicity - the positive doping test
at the World Championships, reported on
page 10, which has led to the disqualifica-
tion of the Norwegian women’srelay team.
The Norwegian Federation has expressed
strong regret for what has happened whilst
stressing that runners, having been made
aware of the doping rules, are then respon-
sible personally. It cannot be stressed too
often that even some of the most common
medicines contain banned stimulants and
must be avoided by athletes preparing for
serious competition.

This issue contains a lot of publicity for
major events in 1994; travel to compete in
foreign terrain is certainly still a growth
area. Happy planning!

Clive Allen

AROUND THE WORLD

Expansion in Spain

A new Regional Federation, the Valencia
OF, has been established to cover the prov-
inces of Castellon, Valencia and Alicante
along Spain’s east coast.

Teaching orienteering to children and old
people, including basic use of map and
compass, is made easier from now on for
Spanish speakers with the recent produc-
tion of a new O-video in Spanish.

As in previous years, there is a full pro-
gramme of international events and training
opportunities in Spain and Portugal this
spring - see the fixture list on page 19.

Miguel Borrero has retired as President of
the Spanish Orienteering Association
(A.E.C.0O.). He was given a big present at
the General Assembly in November in
recognition of his many years of service to
AE.C.O.



Skogssport’s
World Rankings

Dominated by the World Championship
results but taking into account perform-
ances throughout the 1993 season, the
Swedish O-magazine Skogssport has
named Marita Skogum and Petter
Thoresen as no. 1 in their rankings for
1993. The top 10 (1992 position in brack-
ets) are:

WOMEN
1 (1) Marita Skogum Sweden
2 (10) Anna Bogren Sweden
3(8) Eija Koskivaara Finland
4(2) Yvette Hague Great Britain
5(9) Annika Viilo Finland
6 (-) Marlena Jansson Sweden
7(7) Ragnhild B Andersen Norway
8 (-) Kirsi Tiira Finland
9 (-) Torunn Fossli Norway
10 (4) Anette Nilsson Sweden

MEN

1(2) Petter Thoresen Norway
2 (3) Allan Mogensen Denmark
3 (5) Jorgen Martensson Sweden
4 (-) Timo Karppinen Finland
5(-) Steven Hale Great Britain
6 (4) Martin Johansson Sweden
7(-) Jon Tvedt Norway
8 (-) Kent Olsson Sweden
9 (-) Rolf Vestre Norway
10 (-) Dominik Humbel  Switzerland

Spring Cup Sets New Target

The Spring Cup, organised by the Hillergd
club in Denmark over the weekend 18-20
March, again promises to set an exciting
start to the European season. This year’s
target is to have 20 national teams present;
Finland and Switzerland have notified that
they will be sending their top teams for the
first time. As in the past there will be
special provision for runners from Eastern
European countries wanting to take part.

A night Sprint is followed by a classic-
distance race, and the climax of the
weekend is the Relay, which forms the
first leg of the 1994 Nordic Relay League.

Souvenir Issue of ONa

A special World Championships souvenir
edition of Orienteering North America
has been published, containing many arti-
cles on the Championships and lots of
colour photos.

Also included are copies of the two Indi-
vidual Final maps overprinted with courses
and, from the Classicrace, the routes of the
men and women medal winners.

Copies of this special issue can be ob-
tained, price $5 inclusive of postage and
packing, from SM & L Berman, 23 Fayette
St, Cambridge, MA 02139, USA.

The 'founding father’ of orienteering in Spain is Martin Kronlund, seen here (right) in 1992
checking equipment prior to the 2-day international event established in his name

More Grants for Trail O

The international fund Sports Disabled has
provided a generous grant to enable Anne
Braggins, Chairman of the IOF Trail O
Group, to spend three weeks running intro-
ductory clinics in Australia in February.
Support is also being given by the Austral-
ianand British Governments. She will spend
one week in each of Melbourne, Canberra
and Brisbane.

The European Community is supporting a
Trail O weekend primarily designed for
competitors from EC countries to be held in
the south of Belgium on June 18/19.

Gaining Help
a Continuing Problem
at World Championships

Comment in the World Championships
editions of both Orienteering North
America and Compass Sport focuses on the
extent to which some competitors asked for
and received help during the competition
or simply followed other runners.

ONa argues in a strongly-worded editorial
that the jury should have taken action on the
infringements reported by control moni-
tors, especially as competitors had been
reminded of the relevant rules. The jury’s
attitude was, according to ONa, that since
not all cases of competitors seeking sup-
port could be observed, no one should be
punished.

The problem of following is, of course,
harder to deal with. Roger Lott has done a
detailed control-by-control analysis of the
Classic race and reports in Compass Sport
that in the second half of the course nearly
half of the runners were not alone.

According to Roger the longest ‘tow’ -
someone following a second or two behind
another - was from control 3 to 14 in the
men’s race, the offending runner not being
dropped completely until the penultimate
control. A tow from control 5 to the Finish
in the women's race - the offender winning
the final sprint - is also reported.

The results of the analysis can be had on
disk for either Mac or PC from Roger; send
a formatted disk and sufficient return post-
age to Roger Lott, 27 Clifton Road,
Chesham Bois, Amersham, Bucks., U.K.
HP6 5PP.



he 1994 World Championships in Ski-Orienteering takes place at the

beginning of February in the upper part of Valle di Non in Trentino in northern
Italy. This beautiful natural amphitheatre surrounded by famous mountain chains
such as the Maddalene and the Dolomite group of Brenta and well-known peaks
such as the Macaion, the Roen, the Luco and the Peller is the ideal stage for this
event. Because of the many gentle slopes covered by coniferous woods, the Valle
di Non is a perfect place for ski-orienteering.

Italy welcomes
the best in Ski-O

The Opening Ceremony on 1st February is followed by the long
distance event on the 2nd., the short distance race on the 4th. and
the relay on the 5th. The race areas are situated between 1,300 and
1,930 metres above sea level and the longest course (following the
shortest route), the men’s individual long distance, is 25.0 km.
The map scale is 1:15,000 with 5Sm contour interval for all races.

CAMPIONATI DEL MONDO
SCI ORIENTAMENTO

VAL DI NON
31 GENNAIO - 6 FEBBRAIO 1994

Sixteen nations, represented by 136 competi-
tors, had sent in provisional entries by the
deadline for Bulletin 3.

An interesting new initiative is an agreement
with the Italian Ministry of Post and Tel-
ecommunicationstoputabig figureof ‘Osky’
{the event logo, as above) in 100 of the most
important post offices in major Italian cities;

on the figure of Osky there will be apocketin

The Italian Federation and the organisers have
worked hard to set up good Press facilities and to
obtain sponsorship and support from local firms which will be placed brochures describing
and communities. The Italian national TV net- | the Worl onships, the sportof orien-
work RAThas agreed to give about 25-30 minutes teerin :
to each of the three races, and two other stations g
will transmit short extracts.A special video serv-
ice will provide film of the races for Italian and
foreign broadcasting stations and all participat-
ing Federations within 3-4 hours of the races
finishing. Good contact with national and local
magazines and newspapers has been made.

tven permission forsuch an
e thing will be done on the

pionships there will be an exhibition of sport |
philately, and a special stamp cancellation
design will be used during the days of the
Championships.

AUSVAGNAR
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Pepa Milucheva (Bulgaria) and Italian star Nicolo Corradini will be striving for WOC medals

Finland, Norway and Sweden have traditionally taken the top placings in Ski-O, just
as in summer orienteering. Will Scandinavian dominance prevail, or can the stars
from Russia or the Baltic States, or maybe the Italians on their home ground, break
the mould? A great week of sport is in prospect!
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A Ski-O World
Championships
‘Who’s Who’

IVAN KUZMIN picks out a
few of the names to look out for
in Val di Non

Vidar Benjaminsen (Norway)
was going to end his career after
two Individual gold medals and a
Relay bronze at WOC 92 in France,
buthasdecidedto goonuntil WOC
96 in Lillehammer. One of the
main reasons for this is the
stipendium from the Norwegian
organisation for elite sportsmen
‘Olympia Toppen’. Vidar was
training very well last summer and
competing in roller-ski races. He
gained a very impressive second
place in “Rullvasa” - 80km. on
roller-skis. Vidar was beaten by
just 2 seconds in the finish sprint
by roller-ski World Champion
Staffan Larsson. This winter Vidar
was second to Lars Lystad in
“Mistarmote”, the competiton be-
tween national teams of Finland,
Norway and Sweden, and won one
of the selection races in Norway.

PilRise (Norway)isanew
name in the Norwegian team. Pal
was doing cross-country skiing
before starting ski-O and is still
among the 15 best skiers in Nor-
way! Since last year Pal has
improved his ski-O technique and
he even won one of the selection
races.

LarsLystad (Norway) got
a stipendium from ‘Olympia
Toppen’ after his 2nd place over-
all in the "93 World Cup, which
allows him to train much more.
Lars won “Mistarméte” in De-
cember and seems to be better
prepared physically than before.

Andreas Edvardsson
(Norway) had a very good season
in 93, winning the Pre-World
Championship short distance race
and finishing 10th overall in the
World Cup. This season in De-
cember Andreas had a serious
problem with his legs, but it seems
as though acupuncture helps him
much the same as the Chinese
women runners, so he’ll be in or-
der for Italy ...

Kjetil Ulven (Norway)
had a cancer problem after the *93
World Cup and underwent an op-
eration in the spring. He recovered
very quickly and won one selec-
tion race in December. Kjetil has
the spirit to do well in short dis-
tance races and the first legs of
relays.

Hilde G. Pedersen (Nor-
way) was a member of the
Norwegian cross-country ski team
in the 80’s. Her best individual
result in skiing was 2nd place at
the Junior World Championships.
Today Hilde is the best in the wom-







