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Editorial

Clive Allen

Welcome to the new-look Ori-
enteering World! The way this
issue looks is the result of a
somewhat hurried introduction
to the art (or science?) of Desk-
Top Publishing along with an
unfamiliar computer system,
so you should be able to look
forward to improvements in
layout and style in future is-
sues. Content also will become,
I hope, more representative of

the O-world as a whole, but
this depends a lot on you, the
readers, sending me interest-
ing news and telling me of good
writers and the topics you
would like to see included.

The quality of the contents is
of course what sells magazines,
but another factorin OW’s case
is accessibility, i.e. how easy it
1s to buy and subscribe to. In
quite a number of our O-na-
tions, even ones where there
are many people who can un-
derstand English, there are very
few readers, and a local agent
taking subscriptions in the lo-
cal currency and working with
a small commission would im-
prove the situation enormous-
ly. If your country has no agent
and you are interested, please
let me know, or contact the
Secretariat.

Enough of the sales talk! I
would like to take a line or two

to pay tribute to the splendid
work Peter Gehrmann has done
over the past five years as OW
Editor. It is interesting to look
back at issue 1987/2, the last
A5 IOF Bulletin, and 1987/3
produced by Peter. What a
transformation! And the mag-
azine has gone on from strength
to strength. As one of Peter’s
far-flung ‘staff’ I always found
Peter fun to work with - some-
one with endless energy and a
strong sense of ‘mission’. The
last issue 92/3-4 must have
been a mammoth task. Thanks
for all your efforts Peter - you
are a hard act to follow!

In his Secretary General’s
Perspective, Lennart Levin
comments on complaints re-
ceived about the style of an
article in the last issue. I am
sensitive to this, but on this
occasion I think it is fair that
the other point of view is al-
lowed to be given with equal

passion. To me OW should be
‘punchy but positive’, not
afraid to air the issues of the
day and doing so in a well-
informed and open manner.
Letters for publication written
in this spirit are very welcome.

This issue features ski-orien-
teering, which is far better
placed than foot-orienteering
to gain a place in the Olympic
Games. The IOF Ski-O Com-
mittee is committed to achiev-
ing this in 2002, and has
recently produced a detailed
Action Plan towards this end.
First and foremost there must
be more national ski-O teams,
and this implies more knowl-
edge around the world about
what ski-O actually is. If you,
the reader, can show this issue
to members of your local ski-
club, perhaps it will sow a seed
somewhere which will grow
into a new little ski-O plant.
Try it!

ORIENTEERING IN IRELAND

COMBINE 3 DAYS OF CHALLENGING ORIENTEERING ON THE UNIQUE
COMPLEX TERRAIN OF SOUTH WEST IRELAND WITH THE FRIENDLY
HOSPITALITY AND NIGHT TIME RELAXATION OR CEILI FOR WHICH THE

AREA IS FAMOUS

THE 1993

SHAMROCK O-RINGEN

EVENT CENTRE - INCHIGEELAGH, MACROOM, CO. CORK

FRIDAY - SUNDAY, JUNE 25 - 27

EVENTS

DAY 1 Evening, 70% distances (sprint-O)
DAY 2 Classic Event (M21E 70 mins.)
DAY 3 Chasing Start for all classes

All maps - 1:15,000, 5Sm from photogrammetry

APPROX. TRAVEL TIMES

Rosslare - Cork
Dublin - Cork
Belfast - Cork
Cork - West Cork

Contact: Bernard and Margaret Creedon, Mount Prospect, Douglas,
Co. Cork, Ireland. Tel. +353 21 361824, fax +353 21 361825.

CEAD MILE FAILTE
OR

A HUNDRED THOUSAND WELCOMES TO THE BEAUTIFUL

SOUTHWEST OF IRELLAND

3 hours
4 hours
6 hours
1 hour




AROUND THE WORLD

IOF Family grows to 41

Subject to confirmation by the IOF Council at its mid-January
meeting, the IOF has two new members replacing one old one. At
the New Year, Czechoslovakia split into 2 separate independent
states and the O-federations followed suit, so our new members
are the Czech Orienteering Federation and The Slovak Orien-
teering Association. Presidents of the two new federations are,
respectively, Petr Klimpl and Jan Mizir. Addresses are: Czech
Orienteering Federation, PS 40, Mezi stadiony, 160 17 Praha 6,
CzechRepublic, and The Slovak Orienteering Association, Jundcka
6, 832 80 Bratislava, Slovak Republic. Welcome!

Peter Palmer retires

Well-known internationally for his books on coaching juniors,
Peter Palmer retired from the post of Director of Coaching of the
British Orienteering Federation at the end of October last year. For
the past two years, along with his wife Marlene and elite-runner
son Stephen, he has been in charge of the part of the O-Ringen
clinic covering coaching technique, and recently he organised a
course on coaching at club level in Bulgaria.

Peter has been at the heart of a major growth in activity on the
coaching scene in the UK., leading to improved results at interna-
tional level and a much broader base of promising young orienteers.

His post has been taken over by Derek Allison, formerly Devel-
opment Officer in the Scottish Orienteering Association.

K.Swiss sponsor USOF

A 5-year contract has been
signed between the United
States Orienteering Federation
and the footwear firm K.Swiss
which provides for sponsorship
of USOF and some of its top
events as well as the U.S. elite
team. K.Swiss designs, pro-
duces and sells athletic
footwear for demanding sports
and fitness activities and is
planning to develop a new range of all-terrain sports shoes. Top
orienteers will test and promote the new designs.

New President for O-ringen

O-ringen, the group of Swedish elite orienteers which works to
support orienteering development world-wide through activities
such as distributing compasses, collected at the Swedish 5-Days,
to countries where compasses are hard or expensive to obtain,
elected a new President at its annual meeting at the beginning of
December. He is Bjorn Stenberg, a former Secretary of O-ringen

who was a member of the Swedish team in the World Champion-
ships in France in 1987.

O-ringen will again be inviting representatives from all IOF
nations to attend the annual clinics (one for elite runners, the other
for coaches) held in the days immediately preceding the 5-Days.
This year the venue is Halmstad in SW Sweden. The coaches’
clinic work be based on the theme of provision for those in the age
group 15 to 19 - enjoyment, coaching, appropriate course plan-
ning, competition structure, retention in the sport etc.

The clinic package includes accommodation and all food, entry
to the 5-Days and transport to the events. Evening sessions include
route post-mortems run by top-elite Swedes and there is of course
aunique chance to meet orienteers from many different lands. All
in all, excellent value! Many Federations have not been repre-
sented in previous years, so it is worth checking with your
Federation's national office if you are interested in attending.

Tragedy mars Hungarian Cham-
pionships

The cold and wet mid-October weather was matched by the mood
of the competitors in the Hungarian Championships when it
became known that three of the five passengers in a car travelling
to the event were killed instantly when the car was in head-on
collision with a large vehicle travelling on the wrong side of the
road. The three killed were Eva Kopfler, 17, Csaba Illés, 20 and
Gyorgy Schonviszky, 23.

Csaba Illés was a member of the Hungarian senior national team,
while Gyo6rgy Schonviszky had won a night championship event
as a junior. One man escaped completely uninjured - Gydrgy
Pavlovics, younger brother of the Hungarian champion Gébor
Pavlovics.

Regnly Loss

Per-Aage Stockseth, one half of the Regnly partnership well-
known in orienteering for making club tents and timing devices,
was tragically killed in a car accident in Norway just before
Christmas. Latest news is that Regnly will continue in business,
butPer-Aage’s death is a big set-back for their pioneering work on
anew punching system which is described elsewhere in this issue.

WOC ’93 Souvenir Poster

An attractive red poster arrived in the Orienteering World office
afew days ago, showing the quilt squares made by clubs all over
the USA as a contribution to the USOF money-raising efforts for
the World Championships. It will look as good on your wall as it
does on ours! Good value for a present or an O-event prize. Price
USD6 including overseas postage, from SM & L Berman Pub.
Co., 23 Fayette Street, Cambridge, MA 02139, USA.

The next issue of OW will include details of opportunities for
spectators at what promises to be an exciting World Champion-
ships week in October.



Weather hits Irish Events

Two major events in close succession - the second day of the Irish
2-Days and the UK. National Event in Northern Ireland - were hit
by exceptionally bad weather in November. Both events were to
be held on open mountainside, but lashing rain and gale-force
winds forced abandonment at the last moment in both cases. Many
runners had travelled over from mainland Britain specially for the
latter competition, although they were able to run in a relay event
the following day.

Progress in South Africa

The first South African multi-day event is reported elsewhere in
this issue; South Africa’s first permanent courses have been set up
in recent months with the help of sponsorship from the mining
company Genmin. Delta Park near Johannesburg, the site of
SAQF’s first event in 1982, has a cross-country O-course and a
score course, the latter connected with a natural history walk. The
work was undertaken by the Delta Environmental Centre and
Kudus OC, Johannesburg.

Why isn’t....?

Why isn’t that recent earth-shattering news from my country
here? Because the Editor hasn’t heard about it, that’s why! This
column aims to give a balance of news from all around the world,
so if something really interesting has occurred in your neck of the
woods, do let me know! I would like to hear also about people in
the news, anniversaries and special celebrations, and so on.

Friendsin Sport

At the recent annual meeting of the Swedish sports fraternity
‘Riksidrottens Vinner’ (Friends of Sport) there was a surprisingly
big gathering of orienteers. From left to right Bengt Saltin, IOF
President 1982-88; Erik Tobe, IOF President 1961-1975; Bertil
Nordenfelt (89), one of the founding fathers of the Swedish
Orienteering Federation and M85 Champion at last year’s Vet-
eran World Cup in Tasmania; Bjorn Kjellstrom, founder of
SILVA/USA and SILVA/Canada, IOF benefactor, Honorary
President of the 1993 WOC Booster Club; Lennart Levin, current
IOF Secretary.

Thelongest, thinnest O-map in the world??...

Until recently I thought this tag might be shared between the map
of Beare Island, off the Southern coast of Ireland - certainly the
largest map I've ever used in a competition - and the map of
Central Park, New York, a very special map in a number of ways.
Then I received the map of Zakusala, the island in the centre of
Riga, in Latvia; this map measures 37.5cm x 5 cm at 1:10,000! As
a means of publicising orienteering locally, a “Zakusala Trophy’
event is organised annually.

Is this the longest, thinnest O-map? Or does someone out there no
better??...I will also be interested to receive suggestions for the
smallest O-map.
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Zakusala O-map, Riga, Latvia







