World Masters Games and orienteering

— a mutually beneficial relationship

very four years, thousands of peo-
E ple are drawn to one of the world’s
biggest multi-sports festivals, the
World Masters Games. In 2002, these
Games will be organised in Melbourne,
Australia, and for the first time ever,
the World Masters Orienteering
Championships (WMOC) will be part of
the Games programme.

The World Masters Games is owned
and governed by the International
Masters Games Association (IMGA),
which is recognised by the
International Olympic Committee and
a member of the General Association
of International Sports Federations
(GAISF).

The IMGA is made up of 15 interna-
tional federations who represent the
core sports included in the Games.
Orienteering is one of these core
sports and the IOF President Sue
Harvey is a member of the IMGA Board
of Governors.

Inclusion of orienteering
beneficial for both parties
— We can benefit in many ways from
bringing the WMOC into the World
Masters Games every fourth year, says
Sue Harvey.

— It is a means of getting orienteering
recognised as a mainstream sport with
the intention, ultimately, of getting
into the Olympic programme. It also
provides our athletes with the oppor-
tunity to experience being part of an
event of this size and scope, and it
shows the public and other sportspeo-
ple the strength and breadth of orien-
teering as a sport for life.

— And last but not least, it is a way of
raising the profile of the sport so that
we can get sponsorship, funding and
recruits. All of these are essential for
the future of the sport world-wide. Put
another way: with no money, and no
recruits, there may not be orienteering
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in 20 years' time, Sue Harvey contin-
ues.

— There are so many sports and leisure
activities now, that it is vain to believe
that recruits will just come to orien-
teering even if no-one has heard of the
sport. Any activity must be known and
seen to have a sporting chance of its
intrinsic magic working to bring in
recruits.

— One way of achieving this is to bring
the WMOC into the World Masters
Games. Equally, if we do not amalga-
mate the two, they will compete
against each other. That would achieve
the aims of neither.

Nature of the sport

creates a challenge
— I believe the biggest challenges for
us when we integrate orienteering with
a multi-sport Games arise from two
things, i.e. the nature of our sport (and
our sportspeople), and the fact that
orienteering is a non-stadium sport.
Both the World Games and the World
Masters Games are based on the use
of existing facilities.

— In an arena sport, the stadium is a
given factor. You may like, or not like,
the 20 year old swimming pool on
offer, but you must accept it. Officials
and athletes have to adapt. Orienteers,
on the other hand, have grown accus-
tomed to doing things their way.

— We are not used to accommodating
the ways of others. Meanwhile, sports
event organisers are not used to hav-
ing to create an arena in a forest.
Patience and a willingness to learn will
be needed from both sides.

— The nature of our sport also means
that we are perfectionists and corner-
cutters. That is what the ‘thought
sport’ is all about. Orienteers like to
work out the best way of doing things
and we like things ‘right’. The nature of

our sport is to take the shortest route.
We are intolerant of inefficiency.

— These qualities are one reason we
have a high standard of event organi-
sation. They also make it harder for us
to integrate with others who do things
differently or who are unable to under-
stand the importance we may place on
certain things.

— The majority of our federations have
said the Olympics Games is a primary
goal for the IOF. We must remember
that we cannot expect to get into the
Olympic programme if we cannot cope
with fitting our event into a World
Games or World Masters Games —
where requirements are more adapt-
able, and competition for slots is less
intense.

— We cannot expect to receive the
rewards of Olympic participation if we
are not prepared to make the sacrifices
necessary to fit our sport in.

We have to give to get
— We should remember the “we for
them” approach and ask ourselves
what a Games gets from including ori-
enteering. If it is nothing, why would
they want to put orienteering in?

— Certainly not for the gate money. For
the World Masters Games, in particu-
lar, I think we have much to offer: a
well attended masters event, with high
standards of competition and fit com-
petitors that can bring prestige to the
Games and provide 5-10% of the total
participants.

— The masters section of many sports
is in its infancy. Our sport is one of the
best developed at masters level. Our
objective for 2002 must be to show this
to the sporting world, Sue Harvey con-
cludes.
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Orienteering veterans in the spotlight
at the 2002 World Masters Games

n line with the IOF policy to raise
I the public profile of orienteering
through participation in multi-sport
competitions, the World Masters
Orienteering Championship (WMOC)
in 2002 will be part of the World
Masters Games based in Melbourne,
Australia.

Although orienteering has been includ-
ed in previous World Masters Games,
this is the first time ever for a World
Masters Orienteering Championships
to be part of the programme.

Orienteering will share the spotlight
with 28 other sports in what is the
largest multi-sport competition in the
world. It will be a great opportunity to
showcase orienteering to both other
sports and the general public.

The publicity generated by Australian
Grant Bluett's win in the 2001 World
Games in Japan was invaluable for both
the IOF and Australian orienteering.
Let’s hope that some Australian veter-
ans can achieve similar success in 2002!

Spectacular
opening ceremony
It is anticipated that the WMOC com-
petitors will make up ten percent of the
total number marching into the Games
opening ceremony at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground on October 6.

The Cricket Ground was home to the
1956 Olympic Games and will also be
the arena for the 2006 Commonwealth
Games. It is a world-class venue that
for more than 100 years has been
home to many epic cricket and foot-
ball matches.

The Opening Ceremony will be a gold-
en opportunity for the orienteers, not
only to catch up with friends from
around the world, but also to highlight
WMOC’s major part in the Games and
the fact that orienteering is a well
developed and popular veteran sport.

By PETER SEARLE

Bendigo, 150 km north of Melbourne
will be the event centre for the WMOC.
The city was founded during the ‘Gold
Rush’ era of the 1850’s and has left a
fabulous cultural and architectural her-
itage for visitors to enjoy.

As well as being the hub for the first
WMOC in the World Masters Games,
Bendigo was host city for the first
World Orienteering Championships to
be held outside Europe. We are hope-
ful that many orienteers who ran for
their country in 1985 will return to
compete as veterans in 2002.

The range of attractions in Bendigo
and surrounding regions will ensure
that visitors return home with many
happy memories. There are many
interesting wineries within easy reach
of the city as well as fine food, art gal-
leries and heritage buildings waiting to
be discovered.

The accommodation available covers
the full range of motel/hotel suites to
cabins and camping sites all handy to
the city centre. Further details on
accommodation can be found on the
World Masters Games website at
www.2002worldmasters.org.

Distinctive

Australian terrain
The 2002 WMOC event will combine
two distinct terrain types, thus ensuring
that only those orienteers who are ver-
satile in both running and navigation
will make it to the winners podium. The
qualification races will be held on fast
open spur-gully terrain at Glenluce,
approximately 60 km from Bendigo.

The final will be decided on the com-
plex granite terrain at Mt Kooyoora, an
area that still retains the magic that so
entranced WOC competitors 16 years
ago. Two model events will be used so
that all competitors get the chance to
become familiar with both terrain
types and mapping styles.

On the day after the WMOC 2002 final,
the Victorian Championships will be
held at Mt Kooyoora, and forms part of
the ‘Carnival Down Under’' — a carnival
of orienteering that begins on
September 29 in outback South
Australia, and finishes on the east
coast of Tasmania on October 20. Over
a three-week period visitors will have a
unique opportunity to compete on dis-
tinctive Australian terrain in what will
be a great orienteering experience.

The World Masters Games opening ceremony will be held at the famous Melbourne Cricket Ground.
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The organisers
of the 2002
WMOC hope
that many of
the elite orien-
teers who ran
in the 1985
World
Championships
will return to
Bendigo next
year to com~
pete as veter-
ans. The out-
standing World
Champion in
the women’s
race, Swedish
Annichen
Kringstad,
would natural-
ly be particu-
larly warmly
- welcomed.
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CARNIVAL DowN UNDER:

From the Outback to the Edge of the World

n the week prior to the 2002 World

Masters Orienteering
Championships (WMOC), the Carnival
Down Under begins with a week-long
program of events in South Australia.

The carnival opens on September 29
with the South Australian
Championships, to be held about 50
km from the state capital, Adelaide,
and on the southern side of one of
Australia’s premier wine districts, the
Barossa Valley.

The South Australian Championships
will be a classic-style event in spur-
gully terrain with pine forest, some
native forest, and areas of rock detail.

The Championships will be followed by
a unique outback experience, as the
carnival moves north to the Flinders
Ranges, where all events will be in the
shadow of Wilpena Pound, a stunning
example of Australian rugged outback

mountain ranges.
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The razorback quartzite ridges form a
spectacular backdrop to the competi-
tion area. The Flinders Ranges are arid
with an average annual rainfall of
250-300 mm, and daytime tempera-
tures during October of 20-25°C.
Sunny days prevail, making the condi-
tions ideal for orienteering.

Contrasting terrain
The Outback Challenge, Australian
Relay Championships and Australian
Individual Championships will all be
held in testing but fast running terrain,
with subtle spur-gully topography,
cover of Australian native pine with
some open areas.

The individual championships will be
classic distance and the men'’s and
women’s elite class is an IOF ranking
event.

The contrasting terrain in this week of
events will provide an excellent pream-
ble to WMOC in the following week.

Accommodation in the Barossa Valley
is available in a range of categories,
from motels, cottages and “Bed &
Breakfasts”, to camping grounds. For
the Flinders Ranges it is possible to
choose from motels, cottages and
camping grounds.

However motel accommodation in
close proximity to the event site is lim-
ited. Detailed information on accom-
modation can be found at the website
www.oasa.asn.au or the South
Australian Tourist Commission website
at www.southaustralia.com/accomoda-
tion.asp.

In the week following the WMOC, the

Tasmanian Orienteering Carnival 2002
will be a relaxed and enjoyable finale

to the three week Australian Carnival

Down Under.

A three-day event commencing on
Tuesday afternoon (October 15) will be
followed by the Tasmanian Individual




and Relay Championships. A variety of
adventure and sight-seeing tours will
be available on the rest day.

Many will remember Tasmania as the
venue for the Veteran World Cup in
1992, the 3rd IOF masters competition
and the first to be held outside
Europe.

This third stage in the Carnival Down
Under will revisit the region used in
1992.

The maps and terrain, praised for their
outstanding quality, have stood the
test of time, and are being field
checked and redrawn on OCAD by the
original Veteran World Cup mapper. A
new area has also been added for the
carnival.

Day two of the 3-day event will be
modeled on the courses from the 1992
finals, using the magnificent tin mining
erosion and granite terrain.

Many of the key organisers of the 1992
event are involved with this competi-
tion and are keen to welcome return-
ing and new orienteers.

Welcome
to the edge of the world
The St Helens region on Tasmania’s
east coast is highly regarded not only
for its excellent orienteering opportu-
nities but also the warm welcome
extended to visitors.

Tours on offer for the rest day between
the mid-week event and the Tasmanian
Championships will take advantage of
the varied attractions of this holiday
region.

Among the activities available will be
sailing, deep sea fishing, visits to the
three national coastal parks in the
region, aboriginal heritage and histori-
cal tours, bush walking, sea kayaking
and visits to the gourmet food produc-
ers and wineries of the region.

The temperate island of Tasmania has
vast and unique areas of wilderness
protected by national parks and World
Heritage areas for those who have the
opportunity to extend their stay.

It has an extensive range of visitor
accommodation and a wide variety of
experiences from the rugged, sparsely-
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populated rainforests of the West
Coast to the white sands, aqua seas
and dramatic coastline of the East
Coast, in addition to historical villages
and attractive-sized cities.

This compact island state provides a
very different view of Australia — from
the edge of the world. Further infor-
mation on tourism and accommoda-
tion is available at
www.tourism.tas.gov.au (Tasmania) or
www.tasnortherneast.com.au (North
East Tasmania).
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