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SILVA
Thumb Compass

The superior compass for
pathfinders and mapreaders.

—To meet the modern orienteering technique.

—The new ‘Thumb technique’ will give the
good orienteer exactly the information he
needs with the minimum of complication.

— Available within short from SILVA rep-
resentatives around the world

Speaking about World Champions .

In the last three World Championships 27 Gold medals were at stake (6 individuals and 21 in
relays).

25 Gold medals out of a possible 27 were won with SILVA
—The elite competitors are choosing performance and quality.

—The ‘heart’ of the compass—the liquid filled capsule with the quick to settle and reliable
needle—is the superior speciality of SILVA.

—With the SILVA system, as simple as 1, 2, 3—you will keep STRAIGHT through the terrain,
whatever it's like and ‘straight on’ is often the fastest route.

SO YOU NEED SILVA!

Lqﬂ AB Bréderna Kijellstrém
i Fack S-104 01 Stockholm
® Sweden
Tel. 08/272705
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The photo series on this page is by Fergus McTaggert (GBR)

The map supplement with this issue contains:

1 WOC Individual 1978 Norway (see article p. 4)

2 Suunto Games 1978 Finland. Finland will organise the next World
Championships (1979). See p. 23.

3 Chiltern Forest, Australia. Tom Andrews writes:
We do not consider this particular map to be our best effort in
Australia, but it does represent the current standard of most maps
produced recently. There are approximately fifty new maps being
worked on in Australia at the moment. Most of our maps follow the
I0F standards but there are a few (this one included) which use a
few additional symbols peculiar to Australian conditions. The map
is of Chiltern Forest, which is near the city of Wangaratta
approximately 200 km north of Melbourne and the home base of a
fast growing orienteering club—Warby.

IOF—Report

The magazine of international
orienteering

The /OF-Report is the official organ of the International Orienteering
Federation. Like the Federation itself it was founded in the sixties, and
with the great growth in membership of the IOF during the last five
years only a small proportion of today’s readers will have been familiar
with ‘Mitteillungsblatt’, as the magazine was called on its inception in
1962.

The magazine was renamed the /OF-Report in 1973. This change
reflected the acceptance of English as the second language of the
IOF. It did not represent a major alteration in editorial policy, and the
objectives of the magazine remain the same today:

—to provide a published record of the proceedings of IOF organs,

and in particular of the biennial congress

—to report on the I0F championships (WOC, Ski-WOC etc.)

—to disseminate information of interest to orienteers and orient-

eering organisations in many countries and to share the
experience of the member countries, e.g. articles on o-technique,
competition organisation or course planning

—to keep the member countries in touch by publishing their

addresses and reporting on their activities

The magazine comes out twice a year and is sent out all over the
world, each federation receiving a number of copies as one of the
rights of membership of the IOF. Complimentary copies also go to
many other individuals and national and international organisations
with some link or interest in orienteering. Individual orienteers can
also subscribe to the magazine, and there is a steadily growing
readership in the member countries. (A subscription application form
is enclosed in this issue).

The Report is produced on behalf of the IOF by a small international
committee known as the PK (Presse Kommission). The Committee
meets only once a year normally, the rest of its work being completed
thanks to the good offices of the world’s postal and
telecommunications system. Information for the magazine is collected
from all parts of the world, and we are grateful to the national
federations for supplying us with information about their activities,
the names of their o-champions and for permission to reproduce
articles from their national magazines.

We are also grateful to international orienteering enthusiasts who
send us photos and articles for publication. Contributions of material
which is of international interest are always welcome. The address is
given below.

Sue Harvey

The next issue of the |OF—Report (1979: 2) will come out in
November. Material for that issue should reach the editor by 30
August.

Editor Sue Harvey, 12 Strathmore Avenue, Dunblane
GB-FK15 9HX, Scotland
Ragnar Petterson, N Brunnsvagen 38, S-252 60
Helsingborg, Sweden
Editorial Committee Matti Salmenkyla (FIN)

Erich Simkovics (AUT)

Jacques Charles (FRA)
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Sweden
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Start of the women'’s relay

(Photo: J. Charles, FRA)

The World Championships in Norway, 13-17 September
Good organisation and exciting competition

The centre for WOC 78 was Kongsberg, Norway, some 80 km west of
Oslo—a magnificent region cut by fjords with numerous lakes in the
narrow valleys flanked by hills—an area filled with poetry and
subtlety. For the duration of the championships the sun never left us.

General organisation

The teams were accommodated in a vast military camp 10 km from
Kongsberg. Rooms for four, showers, WOC Bureau, cafeteria where
the runners had a choice of dishes prepared by a dietician —everything
was arranged to make life comfortable for the competitors.

The organisation could not be faulted. The organisers offered a
calm attentive ear to all our requests and resolved all our problems
satisfactorily. At this level there is no room for surprises.

Teams were received as they arrived. After the introduction of the
team host, dressed in the team’s national colours, the national flag
was hoisted to join those of the other countries present, flying
together with the standards of NOF and IOF. That evening the official
opening took place in the square fronting Kongsberg’s church. Teams
marched there through the town accompanied by a band. The arrival
of a runner—the last of an 84-man relay which had carried a greeting
in a baton the 300 km from Bergen, oldest orienteering centre in
Norway—marked the beginning of the ceremony, the major part of
which then took place within the church itself. Orienteers crowded
the rectangular nave, with interested local folk looking down from the
second and third level galleries of the magnificent building.

The individual event

After the model race on the Thursday, Friday 15 September saw the
competitors at the start of the individual event. Vast military tents
provided changing rooms just 500 m from the pre-start, which was
common to both classes. The public was debarred from the pre-start,
only journalists and the jury being allowed there. And they also had
access to a superb viewpoint about a third of the way round the
courses where a common refreshment control was situated in a vast
clearing. Special felling made it possible for Norwegian television and
the press to operate without hindering the competition. This enabled
televiewers at home and spectators at the finish to follow the whole
course of the events, a TV having been installed in the press
enclosure. The excitement of the spectators was greatly enhanced by
a large results board which included a device showing the
approximate elapsed time for any competitor at any time and which
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was crowned by a two-tier digital time display. On one level of this a
computor controlled display showed the competitor's number and his
total time out so far to the hundredth of a minute. This moved ever
inexorably onwards while above, stationary, was shown the best time
so far over the relevant section of the course. Thus the spectator
could see that, as the seconds ticked away as competitor number 373
hunted for the first radio control, and the time gradually reached and
passed the best time shown above, his chance of gold was slipping
away. A good loud speaker system with an indefatigable first-class
commentary in three languages completed the information service
and ensured constant excitement.

In the evening a dinner with prizes presented to the winners and
best performers from each country took place at the Heistamoen
camp. Dancing followed. The Scandinavians’ energy for leaping and
twirling the evening of a hard race and immediately after (and during)
a meal remains a source of astonishment to a Frenchman. As
commented one team member who had had digestive difficulties
before and during the race: ‘The secret must be in the stomach’.

On the Saturday, while competitors relaxed, 2700 orienteers got the
chance to take advantage of the WOC maps and forest at a national
event for all classes organised by NOF.

The relay

Sunday’s relay was not as far away—a half hour’s drive. The start,
finish and changeover for both classes took place in front of the
spectators gathered on a hill with a good view over the undulating
400 m run-in which was to provide some exciting moments during the
course of the day. The event ended with the prizegiving and closing
ceremony of the Championships.

Some conclusions

It is important to emphasize the pleasure experienced at WOC 78 by
the runners and all others there. This certainly resulted from the
excellent organisation, but was equally due to the competence,
sympathy and spirit of the organisers, who created among the
competitors of all nations that friendly atmosphere which is so far
from frontiers, and the normal constraints and vicissitudes of life; far
also from control descriptions and time clocks—an atmosphere so
often present at gatherings of the great family of orienteers.
Jacques Charles (FRA)



Orienteering: a spectator
sport—and a victory for the
home team

As a spectator, WOC 78 was certainly the most exciting orienteering
event | have ever been to. It is true that, like most orienteers, | com-
pete myself much more often than | spectate, but in Kongsberg the
excellent loudspeaker services and the digital time display, coupled
with chance through the ordering of the start list, combined to pro-
vide two remarkably tense days of entertainment.

Early on the Friday the scene was set for excitement when Ruth
Baumberger (SUI), first competitor to start, and first to finish, chalked
up in the women'’s class a time which was only one minute outside the
recommended winner's time (and which subsequently gave her
seventh place, and the best non-Scandinavian result).

Tension remained high throughout the morning, with seven girls
passing the first radio control in times within 37 seconds of each
other. Ruth’s time was bettered by Wenche Jacobsen (NOR), and
then again by Anne Berit Eid (NOR), and excitement was great when
the reigning Champion, Liisa Veijalainen (FIN), followed with a time
only 7 seconds down on than of Anne Berit.

Times for the second radio control (no. 10) then began coming in.
Of the previous seven contenders for the medals, Wenche Jacobsen
and Kristin Cullman (SWE) had taken over the leading positions with
Anne Berit dropping to third place. At the approaches to the finish,
therefore, excitement for the Norwegians as host country was enor-
mous when Wenche took the lead. Yet her time was soon beaten by
Anne Berit, who suddenly stormed in having taken back the half
minute she had been down, much to the great delight of the
Norwegian crowd.

More was, however, to come. Liisa Veijalainen had been almost
forgotten in the excitement, her second radio control time being more
than a minute behind that of Wenche, when, suddenly, with the clock
showing her running time still more than a minute below Anne Berit's
total time, she was announced at the last control. How fast can one
run 400 m at the end of an 8.5 km race and with the gold medal in the
balance? Liisa flew down the run-in as the seconds ticked up on the
digital display and Anne Berit held her breath in suspense . . . Then
Anne Berit burst into excited leaps of relief and ran to greet Liisa. Only
2 seconds . . .

With such suspense, at that point, as a spectator, | was much more
exhausted than the exultant medallists. But there was to be no
respite. The men’s race was building up to a climax. The home crowd
again had the pleasure of seeing a good split time go up for
Norwegian Jan Fjaerestad. This was beaten by his compatriot Eystein
Weltzein. A local depression then set in, for Riisto Nuuros (FIN) and
Simo Nurminen (FIN) took over the top two places and Finland had a
prolonged sunny period—only to be dampened by the appearance at
control 7 of World Champion Egil Johansen with the best time so far.
But Norway too had showers to come, for at the next radio control
Egil had dropped behind the Finns by more than a minute. From the
split times published afterwards we know that Egil regained this
minute and indeed took the lead again by control 12. But when his
time for the third radio control was announced the World Champion
was still behind (having dropped back once again). It was therefore
understandable that there should be a whoop of surprise and joy from
the Norwegian crowd when, with 2 minutes 32 seconds still to tick
away on the clock and only 400 m to run, Egil was announced at the
last control. All Norway rejoiced.
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Relay gold medallists (Photo: H. Hansen, DAN)

The highlights of the relay cannot compare with Friday’s entertain-
ment, but there was considerable excitement all the same. Norway
from the first leg ran away with the men’s event, the newly re-
crowned world champion neatly polishing off the third leg with no
lapses of concentration such as beset him after his first WOC gold in
Aviemore. Sweden took the silver comfortably, and the bronze medal
was in contention between Finland and Switzerland, the former finally
taking it by 7 seconds.

The most exciting moments of the day came again in the women's
race when on the last leg Kristin Cullman (SWE) and Liisa Veijalainen
(FIN) were announced at the last control almost together, after
Finland had been in third place and some 2 minutes down at the
beginning of the leg. It was a straight running race to the finish, and
Liisa, beaten to the silver medal on the Friday by 2 seconds, carried
Finland to relay gold on the Sunday by 4.

Tense also was the battle for the bronze medal when a short while
later Norway came out of the forest with Switzerland very close
behind. And here the effect of the undulating run-in gave spectators
much excitement as Anne Berit Eid for Norway disappeared behind a
small hill chased hard by Hanni Fries (SUI). Over the top
came . . Hanni first, Anne Berit just behind. And Hanni held it, runn-
ing strongly through to give Switzerland the bronze medal she has so
closely missed in the men’s event.

Sue Harvey

Liisa Veijalainen (FIN) takes the gold medal from Kristin Cullman (SWE)

and Anne Berit Eid (NOR) loses the bronze to Hanni Fries (SU/)
(Photo: H. Persson, SWE)
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